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Sabhath ,;nhuul
BIBLE LESSONS

FIRST QUARTER.

Lesson 1. Jnnunr) 4 1 Kings 12: 117,

THE }{[.\A-I)u\[ DIVIDED.
GOLDEN TRXT
“ Pride gooth before
& haughty spirit
16: 18

and
Prov

destruction
before a fall

EXPLANATORY

ensed from Pelou

bet's Notes

I. Tun New Kina, Renon
Alter daolomon's death his
wssor was his son Hehobaam
Solomon had other children; but none
Appest in bistory except Keboboam and
two duughters, whose marriage
il Kwgs 4: 11,158 His nge is
given in 1 Kings [4: 21 s 41 at the
| time of his coronation ; but most com
mentators argue (1) that this is a prob
able arror of an early copyist for 21
error

Ver. |

natural sue

Doubtless

is men

|
[
|
|
| toned

an

asily made, sinoe the two numb

"
n the Hebrew alphabetnumerals are so
nearly alike.  His mother
an Ammonitess (| Kings 14 ). 8
was an idolater. 1t was for ber principal
ly that Solomon built the High Pluce to
| Molech, on Olivet, opposite the t=uiple;
| and  here doubt introduced

“she no

| her son to the bloody and probably
| licentious rites of the Ammonite reli
gon.” Why mention his mother? Be

cause her evil influence overpowered all
the wisdom of Solomon in its effect on
her son. Rehoboam's ruin was his mo
ther's mooument. “It has been said
that ‘every great man is the son of his
mother.”” Both his father and mother
were to blame for his character. One
naturally feels that }3olomon in his ear
nest warnings and entreaties to young
men, in the Proverbs, 'so often repeating,
“My son,” had his own son in mind.
“Apd it may well be,” says Rawlinson,

addressed to the ‘foolish son’ are barbed |
by & personal sentiment of regret and
disapproval.” On the other hand, Rehc

boam himself was chiefly to lmmnn
Every element of his surroundings might

pteps of a stairway that reached to

heaven.

Kixepom ue INmeriten. (1)
Lmu/ The gxtent ot territory occupied
by the twelve tribes at the death of
Solomon is calculated by Kiepert at 12,-
810 English square miles. It was about
the size of the kingdom of Holland, or of
Massachusetts and Connecticut tocether,
or two-thirds as large as Ancient Greece.
But there were many tributary nations
oceupying a wider extent than this.

Fopulation, The population, estima
ted from the reported number of men
fit for soldiers, must have been not far
from 6,000,000, more than twice the
population of the United States at the
time of the Revolutipnary War, equal to
the population of England 150 years
ago, and of the United States in 1805,
1,060,000 greater than the population of
Canada at present. Wealth and luxury
were very great, so that “silver and gold
at Jerusalem were as plenteous as
stones "' (2 Chron. 1: 15), Commerce
| was widely extended to all parts of the
| known world

Our Orrorruxirigs.  God has
each child king over a larger realm than

the son of Solomon inherited. The
kingdom of Jife, with its future, its use
fulpess, ite powers and possibilities, is

given Lo every one
wnd & right heart, there s no
the good that may come from it

1. His Conoxarion Day Tus Praow

I. And Rehoboam went to Shechem, “ the
piace betwesn the shoulder biades,” be
tween Mounts Ebal and Gerisim, b
Epbraim. “ It is one of the most strik

ing and beautiful spots in Palestine, and

the more so s ita perennial supply of
water clothes it with perpetual verdure
s Oniner To make Mm king

The assembly wis not for the purpose of
revolt, but (2) doubtiess with the inten
tion of exacting Hertain conditions from

| the new king Lefore they sccepted him.

i) The kingdom was not an absolut
monarchy, and the northern tribes had a
| somewhat distivet existence from Judah.

Pumin Griwvavoes. 2 Awd i
pass, when Jeroboam (he som of
| Jeroboam was u young Ephraimite of the
town of Zereda, who had shown so much
| energy and ability that Solomon bad
made him ohief of the foroed labor from
the tribes of Ephraim and Manasseb
| The prophet Abijuh had foretold that
he should be Solomon's successor over
ten tribes; and it is very probable that
in view. of the dissatisfaction of
people, he made some attempt 16 take
possession before Solomon's death, so
that, his plot being discovered, he had
to escape to Egypt, where Shishak was
the Pharosh. Who was yet in Egypt
heard of it. Of the proposed sssembly
st Shechem. And Jeroboam dwell in

Egypt. 'Thathad been his home ; and

according to the Septusgint, he had
munwl the sister of the queen.

7hat they sent and called him, From
ngpt as soon as they.bad planned this
meeting at Shechem. There was time
for this after the death of Solomon, be-
fore the assembly.

4. Thy father made our yoke grievous.
In all times and countries the heavy
yoke which was laid upon beasts of bur
den has been used as the type of com-
plete servitude. The point of grievance
with the people was excessive taxation.
The luxury and cost of Solomon’s court
—i, ¢, his family establishment, his
harem, and his political relationships—
had become simply enormous.

AvoruER Grizvaxce clearly was the
obating of the Ephraimites under the
lupremlcy of Judah. They were a proud,

::(fendem race, breathing the air of
freedom more nagurally than the people
of Judsh.

Tue Quesrion To BE DrcipEp.— Make
thow . . . his heavy yoke . . . lighter,and
we will serve thee. This was a right and
gmpu request. The great works were

nished, the temple completed; and
there was no longer the same need of
lavish uxm thm:t doubt, they
unput

o
Lmhm:wn 's m'n had bmghl
'.hm 1t is usual for people to 1

came &
Nebat.

STUDIES IN THE BOOKS OF KINGS.

wis N asmah,

oiuse she determined his cestiny; be |

*‘that the keen reproofs and reproaches |

have been a means to better things,— |

wade |

and with God's help |

the |

right and duty of all, for it is the only
road to civic perfection.
Trryive Porxrs 1x Live.

|

| boam. On his decision hung his destiny
| a8 king and the velfare of the nation.
| S0, t00, there come to all of us places

where the way of life parts before us, |

| and eternal destinies depend on the

| choice we make, whether we choose God

|or the world, Christ or sel{; to do right
and be true in the hour of temptation,

| or to walk in the brilliant and attractive
way of sin that leads to death.

IV. Tum Aovice aiveN pY THR ELorgLy
CounskLLors. They were the men of wis
lom and ability whom the wise Solomon

| haa cnosen for his advisers (ses Prov,
1: 145 22). They were ol ripe age,
no vmulrL nnvi they were old in the sense
of having bhad long experience in' the

government and all the affairs of the
kingdom. That itood before Solomon.
hey were in immediate uttendance on
the king. All his officers had to stand

n the King's presence.

If thou wilt be vant unlo this

a ser
people this day, ete. That is to say, *af
thou wilt for once submit to be led by

the I'ne advice was not that
the king gfould permanently resign the
offioy uler, but that he should for

be juled by

his people. He was
siuiply 1 reign as a prue king tor the
good of his people, and not for his own
plensure or glory. He was to be like the

This was the |
| tarping point in the life of King Reho |

|
|
|
|

e —

A Miraculo=s Medicine,
P, St Camille, writes : d 10 8t once
Shree dosen Notumcr & Lyxax's Veerrass

Mr. JHL Cnx- | HnowsitisGood
writes: I have great ploasure in recommending

your Vearrasx Di T have used two bot

M. C. Jonysox, Mélville,

OvERY.

The Best M tcine

se Bank of Conw

Brscovrer. 1t ls s miraculons medicine and has | ties, and it o ely’ cured me of & bad case of .
]wﬂﬂmvwl froat curc, testimaniels of which we ‘ Dyspepsia. T also found it an excellent Blood | remedtes with bt 1ittle effer, T
oan give ¥ icine, and sure cure for Kidney troublea” | togiveNowrimn

]

L Y )

7 7{/(// e A

—
‘!Jfﬁ/l’[z/

It Gives Strength.—M. J. 5. Duiscs
1 have derived great

7 spirited, Irritable and Peevish,
te has returned, ;nd 1 feel stronger * and unp]eﬂSunt S€n58ﬂ0ns are |
& L. N. Dovncies, of Le

Teis with grest ploasure 1 | fElt invariably after eating, | ..

ar VEorTABLE DiscOVERY

Ripon, P.Q., writes :
—

If you are Despondent, Low- | »*

ErCat benedit fr

L 1did w, with & happy

nd and

pleasantness I former)

ewlt, meowiving
1 them triedd & s
A my appetite
rttaed, that
€ the

erreriencet. | conaider

P
"ot CFLE.

me of Dyspepsia. T tried many remedies, but'| vanus Discovesy, and it w |

none had any effect on me until I came across | have Dyspepsia, Ms
& Lysax's Veorranis Discovear; one b Mary's, writ !
ved ety cured | covzRy en

y. | om0t e worst cases

1L Daw
los of Year

¢ st |
x, of

me, and a second com;
me; yru cannot recommend it t0o hig!

as | 1w

now fecl ko new man

‘ sun, shedding blessings on all, not a fo-
ocus on which all ‘rays centre. All true
| kings werve the people. This day . . .|

furever. Thus aots, in themaselves brief,
entail lasting consequences ; and oppor- |
tunities allowed to slip by uniwproved |
wany be lost forever |
| The wisest are those who use the wis- |
dow and experience of others, to go to |

God, and to Jesus, and their treasure
hogse of wisdom, the Bible, for they |
know all things, the end of every way, |
the fruit of every seed, the river that |
flows trom every fountsin. Then the |
wise go next to the men who have the

best experience of life, who have made
the most of it. And Inst they take warn- |
ing frow those who have experienced i
the evil of wrong-doing, who, deceived |
by the fragrunce of the blossofiis, are |
eating the bitter and deadly fruit ; who,
| deceived by the sparkle of the cup, are |
now drinking the dregs at the bottom. |

V. Tue Apvicr GiveN »y THE YOUNG |
AND INkXPERIENORD. 8. But he forsook |
the counsel of the old men. Because the |
advice did not suit him. [t was contrary |
to his pride and to his selfish, despotic
feelings. * What he desired spparently |
was not wise guidance, lm( to be con- |
tirmed in his own opinions.” |
| sulted with the young men. The very
change argues weakness. (ireen wool
is ever shrinking. That were grown up
with him. Those who, by the fact of
their having led the same kind ot life as
bimself, were doubtless quite as inex- |
perienced in state atfuirs. They and he |
thought only of themselves, their own |
pleasures and honors, and not of their
daties nor of the rights of others. Sel
fishness made them blind, and inex
perience made them rash. Which stood | |
before him. Whom he had chosen mn‘
his counsellors. The surest mark of a |
fool is that he chooses other fools for
advisers.

9. That we

And con

may answer. It is note-
worthy that Rehovoam includes the
young counsellors with himself, and

|
says * we " when he speaks to them; but ‘
|
|

he employs the singular number * | ” in
| verse 6, when addressing the older men
I'his shows with whom he identified him
sel

2
0 Thus
thou say

shalt thow speak . . . thus
This iteration is expres
sive of determiination and resentment
We may read between the lines, “ |
would make short work with them, and |
tesch them a lesson they wiil not forget."”
My little fingér shall be thicker than my
(hie should be rendered,

|
shali

father's loins.

not as it is in the Authorised Version,

My little finger shall be,” but, as in the
Revised Version, “is thicker than’ my
father's lolns This i not a threst of

still boavier impositions, but a boast of
his superior strengih sod firmness, |t
is correotly paraphrased by the Jewish |

Targum, * My weaknoess is stronger than
my father's might
| 11 Fwill add to your yoke. Make it

ss the body was than
the little finger, The answer was wholly |
contrary to the true idea of a ruler; the |
language of s tyrant, not of » true king
My father hath chastised you with whips.
Is is probable that the expression is not
outirely figurative. It is quite possible
} that the levies of Amorites, Hittites
| (obap. U: 20, 21), eto., had boen Kept at
their toils by the lash. But I will chastise |
you with scorpions. (The very word that
stings). He would lash them with scor
pions, which should infix their venomous
stings with every blow. They were called
| seorpions by the Romans, as we usc the
phrase “ cat-o'nine-tails,” and were uscd |
for oriminals alone. Of course, Reho
boam's counsellors used the word figura
tively, t0 express the heavier burdens
and harsher treatment he would inflict
upon the people.
| IV, Tux Kixe's Drowsion, 14, And
| the king answered the people roughly. He
| was barsh and cruel in what he said, and
| rough and insolent in the manner of
aying it. Forsook the old men’s counsel,
. spake (o them after the counsel of the
young men, He made a fatal omission in
seeking advice. There is no mention of
his praying to God, like his father, for
wisdom, nor of going to the temple for
guidance, nor seeking the help of God's
prophets.

15. For the cause was from the Lord.
Rev. Ver., “ 1t was & thmg brought about
of the Lord's"; literally, a furn of affairs
JSrom the Lord.

This disruption of the kingdom, the
worst thing for lsrael had they been true
subjects of Jehovab, became the best
thing for those who had become tainted
with idolatry, proud, self-willed, and
luxurious, thus threatening the very ex-
istence of true religion and godliness.
This 18 infinitely better and more com-
forting than the beliet that chance or
evil men or demons control the events
that enfold us.

V. Tor Harvesr or ms Forry. 16,
When all Isracl saw that the kikg heark-
ened not. Josephus says, “They were
struck by his words as by an iron rod,
and grieved as though the words of the
king had been actually put into execn-
t.\orn. The people answered (Hebrew,
Mougu back md to; proh-bly mr

as much heavier

the most when they have the most. " But
they had s right to seek the reform of | T)
whatever was .wrong. This is still the

nyhg, What portion have we in M’
ut for his holuo or family.
We have notgmg more to do with this

{ What though things look a littls dark

| of clouds and gioow.

| something, and those who ait still

| Discovery this unpleasantness Las sil

| powers of endurance.

e yourcliét: You | and system gene
Ma. Guo, Totwx, Deaggist,
 Dis. | wri

| them more g

inform you that your VSORTASUE DISCOVEAT cured | then get & Bottle of Noxminor & Lyvax's Vease | it the best medicine fn the market for the stomnch

tes My customers w
\¥"s Vrer

rm'!ul family, and renounce ourallegiance, |
| 7o your tents, O Ierael. That is, Disperse
to your bomes. This ory—the Aarseil

laise of Israel—probably had its origin

at a time when the people dwelt in
tents; viz, in the march through the

sert (see Josh, 4; Num, |
18; 16 )

——
The Bright Side.

Look on the bright side. 1
side.

t ia the right
I'he times may be hard, but it will
make them no essier to wear a gloomy
and sal counténance. It is the sun-|
shine and not the clond that makes the |
flower. The sky is blue ten times when
it is black once. You have troubles; so
have others. None are free from them.
Trouble gives sinew and tone to life—
fortitude and courage to man. That| R
would be adull sea, and the sailor would | !
never get skill, where there was nothing |
to disturb the surface of the ocean.

the lane will turn, and night will end in.
& broad day. There is more virtue in| 205
onesunbeam than in a whole hemisphere | of biy® i B

See how the mist | Aunie Wray, \l\w:
flees before the brightness of one little n
darting ray. So will trouble disappear
before the ever cheerful heart.— Domo
rest.

i s At
\perman

e 5
— Dr. Williams' Pink Pills cure S
pressions of the periods, Female Wenk

Flodtwood,

ness, Nervousness, Headache, etc. They *“J '.:f,';m m.,.‘,,’,’mv;\:..‘ w ol
nover fail good fof both men and women. || M N i

| A tral will convine

|

o
42 Bteve n-. 8
hos;

— “John, 1 wish you didn't have to|
take 8o 1 wuny diffe ent Kinds of wmedi g ’. .
cine!” ¢ Why wile?" nuse, then [ :

wouldn’t hmu to put up all my catsup|
in different kinds of bottles.”
-

For Cramps, Cholers, Disrrhces, Sum
mer complaint, use Kendrick's Mixture,
Kendrick's Mixture,, s positive cure in
nearly every cuse. Sold by dealers. 2ie,

x"' CATARRH

IMPONSIBLE UNDER
THE INFLUENOE

ACTINA |

GIvEN ON W DAYE
ThiAL

— The hunian race is divided into two
olasses—those who go sbhead and do
and
done the other
Wendall Holmes

-

— Mra. M. Stevens, of Albang; % Y.,
writes us as follows : * My stomneli 'was
80 weak that | could not eat an§thing
sour or very sweet, even fruit at teatime
would ouuse Heartburn, fulness or op
pression of the cheat, short. breath, reat
lessuess during sleep, and frightful
dreams of disagreeable sighits, so that |
would of ien dread to go to sleep. With
the use of Northirop & Lyman's Vegetable

Why wasn't it
Oliver

inquire,
way

I BIIHE FITS!

| -Il- A.lblﬂl
Mn hl" lnlkd Il nO oA

been removed, and | now can eat what
suits my taste or fancy.”
.-
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/D WILL BURN THE SKIN
All Electric Bett Companies in Canada use Vinegar or Acids in
thele Appilances oxcepting thias Company.
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MEALTH JOURMAL™
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warrant my u-ooy o

do
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1 ha sease of Pite,
M

— Wondrous is the ntmnxlh of cheer-
fulness, altogether past caleulation its
Ettorts to be per-
manently useful must be uniformly joy-
ous—a spirit all sunshine, gracetul from
very gladness, beautiful because bright.
— Carlyle.

MINARD'S LINIMENT

TAKES THE LEAD

with sales in 1889 of

192,508 BOTTLES,
which s the largest quantity of medieine

ever wold 1n the Maritime Provinces
)y Any firm.
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We merely mention this fact as & proot of
1ts merit, us 1t hAs Dot been bo-med, and our
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monials from people well known in the lo-
cality'in which they re

We intend and expect mmug 1890 to maké
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1,000,000,

including Ontarlo and British Columbia. The
it
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RI—IODES CURRY & CO
AMHERST, NOVA SCOTIA,
MANUFRACTURERS 3ND BUILDERS,
1.000,000 FEET LUMBER IN

ey Laegn rajup -

(@ § WmOJ] PocsaIy A\ pur ouL] 7;
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: lnuhcllnn ofh nenlen Il all If-dl of Bullders’ lmrl-l-. Sewd for Estim e
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