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National and

Rational

Canada’s Woollen Industry |

is Seriously Threatened

Ruinous Competition

of Foreign Woollens

Under Decreased Customs Tariff and
Depreciated Exchange Rates Has
Caused Serious Situation

By E. Stanley Bates

Apother feature of competition |

Imports from France in 1923 amount-

lized. Most of the mills are located |

| i

in small urban centres. It furnishes |
clean, healthy employment of the best |
kind, and, contrary to popular belief

its heads are not seeking for exces-
| sive protection. A return to the full |
| measure of protection in effect from |
1906 to 1922, with a more effective |
| appraisal system, and adequate pro- |

¢ I ol astieles 1o the I‘jr~fP¢ to 332155 yards compared with | tection against the competition of]|

¢handising value of the word “im-|
ported.” It seems that this word has |
a tantalizing effect on buyers. More- |
over, the trip to England and tbez
Continent for buyers of merchandise |
At the expense of their firms is a very'|
pleasant éme. Purchases have to be
made to justify these trips. Prior to
sailing these buyers have usually in-
vestigated the offerings of domestie
limes, obtaining prices and samples.
Over these, they scour the markets.
The orders look mighty good to the
British mills to-day. It is & buyer's
market. They obtain exclusive rights
for Canada of certain lines from
smaller manufacturers, substitute fa-
brics are obtained, noveities of styles
apd qualities are purchased, and in
the great merchandising game at
home they put these goods over, us-
ing the imported flavor for all it is
worth.

These are serious considerations
for the 4 i He
is compelied by the limitations of his
market to concentrate on staple lines.
Heretofore, that market bas Deen
pretty mueh his own. But this past
few years the British goods have got-

o

er.

ten into it as well.

Interesting Figures
The extent of the increased impor-
tations of these woollens from the

;8oods in Canada shows no

111,530 yards in 1922,

Blankets: 1923, 109,936 pairs; 1922
45,492 pairs; an increase of over 112
per cent.

In the case of wool bosiery the to-
tal quantity imported during the cal-
endar year 1921 amounted to 234,789
dozen pairs. During the first nine
months of 1922 importations amount-
ed to 343150 dozen pairs, and during
the same period Jast year .they
amounted to 530351 doezn pairs
Cheap woollen hosiery made in Great
Britaln from cheap Continental spun
yarn has flooded this market during
the past year. On the basis of actual
poundage offerings of this hosiery
Bave been noted here at prices below
the cost of the yarn based on English
quotations. Surely that is dumping,
yet thiousands of dozens have been im-
ported without restriction.

The foregoing facts in regard to
existing conditions in the wooollen in-
dustry give some idea of the difficul-
ties confronting our woollem manu-
facturers. Several large mills have
been forced out of business. Few are
operating profitably. The situation
is steadily growing worse. As
ready stated, ion of w
decline.
The increased importations are alto-
gether responsible. Tariff reductions

United Kingdom since the lowering of  and our failure to protect dnquttc
. tha, taritt is shown clearly by the fig- | producers against the competition

-thwath-;
turns. Customs duties were reduced |

from countries whose currency is de-

in June, 1922, and again in May, 1923,
on the following items when imported |
from the United Kingdom:— |
Overcoatings: The guantity- import-
od during the eight months ending No-|
vember, 1923 was 251197 yards, com

preciated in outside markets are the
cause of these increase. There might
be some reason for our present policy
if Canadian consumers were receiv-
ing any benefit in lower prices. But
such is not the case. Any advantage
there might be is being absorbed by

pared witly 123,134 yards in the cor-| importers. It is causing a very direct
mzf‘c::"f_‘; :‘m | national loss in production and wages.
the United St furtipond by .- l The woollen A:"::lkl:;::“nunw-
€88 yards during this perfod. = |

Tweeds: The 1933 W‘,hﬂurllc industries in Canada have
amounted to 2914827 yards mwi‘ combined capital investment of $70,-
od with 1,741,812 yards in 1922, an in- | 619.580. The industry is capable of
eréase of over 67 per cemt. British | #mploying some 17833 workers on
fmports accounted for 1,210,942 yards salary and wages. Total salaries and
of this increase. wages paid in 1920 amounted to $15,-
410636. The value of production in
1920 amounted to $77,376,001. The in-

it
E
i

|

i
il

:
5
¥
%
:

ga
i
i

£

¢

i
a

i

i
¥
i

:
!

il

H
%

;r
ez

!
|
;
|
!

;
1L
it}
i

il

|§m
Iy
i

i
l
l

i
i
!

|

z

¢
!!,.
i
g

g
|
i

-3
- 4(

§
’gza

e 2

|

|

1
*rz!'f;

dustry is most conservatively capital-

“prejudicial to the interests of the in-
dustry, the workmen and the com-
tractors,” but he refused in handing
out the official report of meeting
after the morning sess to specify
as to the nature of this element.
William Green, secretary of the
United Mine Workers of America, re-
presenting some 650,000 miuners in
North America, reported on the min-
ing industry of the Unfted States
and Canada. The industrial situa-
tion both im the Dominion and in the
United States, he reported, had im-
proved somewhat, a greater degree of
confidence being evidenced by reason
of recently veached two-year agree-

goods made in countries whose cur-
rency is depreciated on this market
| would satisfy the industry

“ This places no burden on the people ’
| of Canade. In fact there is a greater |
;rhlnre of woollen goods becoming

{ cheaper by encouraging prosperity of

| the woollen manufacturing industry

|in Canada tham by the present policy

| of tariff tinkering. Recent articles in|
| the press have shown conclusively the

{ tremendous burden of taxation borne !
by the Canadian people. The most

|
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Anxious to Earn
the Union Label

Markets in England and Australis |
Demand It, Employers Find

An interesting situstion in the jum- |
bering industry was made known at |
a recent meeting of the Vancouver |
Trades and Labor Coumcil, when it |
was stated that solme of the Van- |
couver woodworker employers had ap- |
proached the councll to learn how |
their plants could use the union label. |
It was said ghat the markets in Eng-
land and the Antipodes for sashes
and doors insisted om the goods bear-
ing the union label. *

The Carpenters’ Union will emdea- |
vor to solye the matier in cases where
the interested shops are not union-
{ized. Onme delegate suggested that to
!properl,v earn the ulion label there
jshould be a straight union comnmec-
| tion from the felling of the tree right
through the loggers, the mills, the
towboats and om to the purchasers,
This, it was held by others, was im-
practical. Another Wrged that Chin-
ese, Japanese and Hidus be admit-
ted in the unions,

The Domimion fair-Wwage officer sio-
tifled the council of the recent federal
order-in-council making more clear
the powers of the minister of labor re-

| o

|

and Canadian
Canada. :

_ We cannot give our money to foreign
/| countries and have it too!

Neither will

foreign countries pay our taxes and im-
||| mense overhead expenses. So why take
/|| chances? Protect Canadian industries

industries will protect

1924

:dunng the three-year period
;l920 to 1922
{shows a loss of 25 in all classes of

Live News and Views

True Confidence and Understanding Between
and Employee Absolutely Necessary to Industrial

Single Copies Se. No. 81.

Labor Organization in Canada, 1923

Annual Report Issued by Department of Labor ‘Shows a Slight

Gain in Trade Union Membership—Decrease in Payments
for Benefits by Tradc Unions

The figures published in the Thir-
teenth Annual Report on Labor Or-
ganization in Canada, covering the
calendar year 1923 which bas just

fbt-en issued by the Department of La-

bor, indicate a check in the reces-
sion in trade union membership in
the Dominion which bhas continued
from
Although the year 1923

{local branches, the combined mem-
bership increased by 1471, the num-
ber of branches standing at 2 457 and
| the membership at 278,092, The trade
union system in Canada is composed |
of (1) local branches of international
organizations, (2) nom-international
bodies and their local bramches, (3) |
independent umits, and (4) natiomal |
and Catbolic unjons. There are 94
international organizations with |
{branches in Canadp, and between |
them they represent 2,079 subordinate |
jlodges, with a combined reported |
| membership of 203843 The figures|
indicate that there are two more in- |
lwmmuotnl organizations operating
iin the Dominion than were recorded
{In 1922, and that the local branches
have decreased by 29 and the mem-
bership by 2307. There are cighteen
{of what are termed “non-internation-
| al” organizations, the same b |

The shove figures speak for them- ! unions do not include the church or
selves, 1 have before me as 1 write  Catholi¢ unions, which report a loss
the repert of the proceedings of the of over eight thousand.

Trades and Laber Comgress, held In| we have maintained that the craft
the city of Vancouver last year. {unions are weak, impotent thimgs,
Resolution No. 35 is the resolation | and that they are sast degenerating
en Camadian Autonemy, which was | into sick and death bemefit associa-

lumped together with the reselution | tions

We have maintained that to

on Amaigamation, by the MIo"rme this the unions must de
commitiee and made a thing of “shreds | (ransformed intd industrial unioms.

and patches.”

:mmu‘h the process of amalgamation

This resolution stated In part that: | of the crafts, inside a given industry,
“There has been, since the m}-o that the workers cam cope with
of trade unionism in Canada, au ever | the development of industry and the
present demand, fluctaating between | power of capital, to the end thag the
mild pretest and epen revelt, for =z | will b instru-
larger degree of Canadian .hlo-o-y!muu of struggle. :
hmmuwmm§ Here again the Communist or the
tal and Labor in fl“ll*'hﬂ-il-.’t-ﬂl(er is charged with causing

=i fehts

jas, while the Trades and Labor Con- | the workers to lose confidence in

cress of Cansda was formed as a irade unionism and held responsidie
concession to this demand™——and, | for the workers leaving the unions
“whereas, the friction Inevitably arls- | We should treat the unions as we do
ing from this unfortumate sitmation | a sick friend whom we kmow is on
creates dissension, expulsions, seces- | the road West; in order to chger him
sion and s progressive demoralizaton | up we tell him that he seems 1o be
of our mevement sapping its stremgth | improving and is looking much bet-
and leaving it a weak, impotent weap- | ter.
on for working class action.” The following statistics prove con-
Since the Congress, the supporters | clusively that our case is built on
of Autonomy for our trade uniom facts, not fiction. Almost twice as
movement, have been charged with an | much bas been spent on an
attempt to disrupt, destroy and weak- | sick benefits as has beem

{recorded in 1922 with a total of 278
{local branches and a reported mem-
| bership of 34,315, a gaim in branches
jof six and in members of 11342 The

effective means for Nghtening this|
burden is the encouragement of -n-s
tional prosperity. Over 3¢ per cent.
of the agricultural produce of Can-
ada is consumed in Canada. This con-
sumption in large part takes place
in the urban centres. Prosperous cit-
ies and smaller industrial centres pro-
vide the most attractive markets for
our agricultural produce. If domes-
tic protection was being given an ad-
equate protection and the increased
importations only were being made in
Canada, producers would be in a bet-
ter position than they are to-day. This
protection applies not only to the
woollen and other industries, but to
agricultiure as well. Protcetion should
be granted to the wool growers of this
country. Millions of dollars worth of
bacon, vegetables and fruits are im-
ported into Canada annually that
should be produced here. Such pro-
duction in Canada would assist great-
Iy in the prosperity of our farers.

(The BEad)

Abitibi Wage Scale

The agreements between the Abitibi
Power and Paper Company and the
Labor unions for next year have been

signed. With the exception of some
minor points, the agreements are the,
same as last year, says the Brake |
Hustler. |

This year's negotiations differ from
former years in that the unions and
the company dealt directly this year,
and not, as in former years, simply
as members of groups. Internation-
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garding the
wage clause in
. the Canada
d with It
; Delegates
Scribbins, Pettipiece and Bengough
was selocted, with power to add to
the ber, to app bef the City
Council and protest against the com-
tracting of the service at comfort
stations; also to endeavor to ascer- |
tain the attitude of the City Council |
toward day or contract labor in com-
nection with the expenditures of !
moneys of propesed by-laws. Dele- |
gates voiced very strong opposition to
the proposal to charge a fee for use
of the wash basins in the comfort
stations.

A delegate with a semse of humor
said there was a lost owner on the
waterfront. When endeavoring to set-
tie the fair-wage conditions of work
being done on the trestle at the Spil-
ler job the representative of the Pa-
cific Construction Company told the
labor men the work was being done
by Spillers. The representative of the
latter company said this was not
right, the work was being done by
the Harbor Board That board, when
approached, denied that it was doing
the work. Meantime the work has
proceeded to completition.

“Who owns 7" asked the delegate.

“Harry Gale,” replied a voice.

Two voices, long silent in Trades

i
i

}

n
!

!
|

'i

g
E
g
;
:

E
s
|

:
;
f

il
|

;
:
&i
i

:
|
9

f
l
:
i

¥

_independent units 24, 2 loss of |
|one, the reported total membership
| being 9,934, an increase of $71. The |
{unions designated as “National and
Catholie” number 106, the same as in
922, but the membership. which was
Inmnﬁ.ﬂﬂ.m-md
8335 Although the internatiopal or- |
| ganizations show & small loss, |
{ STOUD represents approximately 73|
gmmz.umwmmm-[
{lowing in the Dominion. The mem-|
bership of all classes of organmized la- |
bor in Canads, as reported to the De- |
partment for the past thirteem years, |
has been as follows:

|
!
i

| shouting “lar” and “disrupter”

Those supporters have emdeavored lomly been supplemented
to get at the facts, analyze them and | figures for officers’ salaries, the
mmmmmhu-imn would have been complete.

en to prevent further demoralization xpenditures Beneflts
and division, and what ﬂiﬁu‘l‘,m ':.. by Teade

. !
step are necessary to bulld wp ard The report also gives figures show-

death

spent

en, industrial or in Canada | fighting the boss. If the report
with

alists™ (?) of burying their heads in |
the sand, letting things hang {
» "":;-uemmam-uumw
any who endeavor to arouse (hbim" the combined expenditure
workers from their sleeping sicknins, | JNOURIRE. 1o PILITENEL e &
The figures quoted sbove are abont | POrPEments for nth class of denefft
as reliable as can be bad, and to }hmgufollc'..
who kmow of the close commections | Peath Benefits
between the international officers and | Uiemployed and

the Federal administration, it can be |

travelling benefits ...

jtaken for gramted that the interma- | Strike Benefits

| ionals zot their fair show.
| In spite of the fact that twc more |

| Sick and Accident

benefits

| internationals are operaling in Caa-|Old age pensions and

{ada than in 192%, membership i the
| internationals has decreased by over

| two thousand. This is a small aumber |

it is true, approximately one per cent.
j decrease. The fact of outstanding fin-
| portance is, however, that the so-call-
| ed “non-internationals” have imcreas-
jed in membership by over eleven

t!ummmm.w,
Sum by 1,065 than that previously dis-
demhmhuymm
by the head offices of the Bon-inter-

national organizations, howsver, is

$2.201,788 less than the disbursements
made in 1922

thousand, "“wu an iacrease
of over forty-five per cent. These
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We are now able to produce a Labor paper of high edues.

“You Forget

Kindly send me the “‘Canadisn Labor Press”’ for one year from date
(new or remewal) at a total cost of ome dollar
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