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.twenty years any more tban a period of ten
yenrs. Suppose oxie of these men in tbe
suppression of an insurrection loses an
arm or a leg and cannot tbereafter perform
bis duty as an officer ; tben If lie bias served
only five years or ten years or fifteeu years
lie gets uo pension at ail. The commnittee
is bandicapped by baving no precise state-
ment as to wbat tbis is going to cost the
country under tbe present conditions. Un-
less it would Impose a very excessive bur-
den on the country I would lie inclined to
go tbe leugtli of saying tbat any man wbo
is constrained to, leave tbe service by reason
of injuries recelved ln tbe discbarge of bis
duties ouglit to bave a pension-subject, it
may lie, to the paymient of five per cent of
bis average pay for the remainder of tbe
time wbicb Is n.ecessary to make Up tbe
twenty years. Some scbeme oif that kind
would lie fair. I regret tbat my riglit bon.
friend lias not seen fit to bave some actu-
arial calculation made as to wbat tbat
would cost. I besitate to move an amend-
ment lu that direction in tbe absence of pre-
cise information as to -what It would cost
tbe country. .Had I tbat Information I
miglit move to amend the Bill. Perbaps
the right lion. gentleman would gîve us
more time for consideration.

The PRIME MINISTER. Tbere la no obi-
jection to allow that section to stand.

Mr. BORDEN (Halifax). I tbink the riglit
lion. gentleman recognizes witb me that
there is ground for counsileration.

The PRIME~ MINISTER. I see tbe point.

If there bias been no systein of gratuity Iu
the mounted police, lt la clear from the
statement wbich 1 refer to, that tbe expense
of tbis Bill to the country would be equal
to one-tenth of the pay of each officer for
eacb year hie bias served-

Mr. BORDEN (Halifax). 1 cannot quite
follow wbat the minister bas said.

The MINISTER OF MILITIA AND
DEFENCE. I said that prior to the pass-
lng of the Militia Pension Act oif last ses-
sion, a provision was made for the retire-
ment of officers, wblch was as follows:
One-tentb of the officer's pay at the time of
bis retirement for every year tbat lie bas
served, is to be allowed ;tbat is to say, if
an officer recelving $1,000 a year bas served
twenty years, bie would get $2,000 on retire-
ment. Ou tbe basis -of twenty years at 5
per cent contribution per year, under the
Bill we passed hast year, it would not cost
the country anytbing. If tbere is no 10 per
cent provision in tbe Nortb-west Mounted
Police Act, and I tbink tbere is not, then
the eost to the country wll be exactly tbat
10 per cent of a man's pay for every year
lie bias served.

Mr. BORDEN (Halifax). How mucli dia
tbis gratuity amount to annually in the
militia ?

The MINISTER 0F MILITIA AND DE-
FENCE. I forget at tbis moment, but I
should think tbat since this governmeflt
bas been in power it bas amounted to some-
thing like $5,000.

'-%r. BORDEN (Halifax), The riglitlbon. Mýr,. OLIVER. It does not seem to lie a

gentleman says tbat If you fix any period queto of wbat the cost !S. It is a ques-

wvhatever, youi will have a man coming wlth- tion of wbat is fair and niglit. If I read the

in a f ew montbs of it, and tbat a difficulty section conrectly, it seems to me tbat It

wvould arise lu tbnt case. I wouljl le in- misses tbe Important purpose of a pension.

ciined to take tbe bull liy tbe borns, and Under the provisions of the Bill we give a

to say, tbat if a man la injuned lu tbe dis- pension to an oFfficer wbo bas servedi bis

change of bis duties lie would lie entitled to funil termi in the force for the reason that lie

a pension ;the goverument deducting from bias become iucapacitated for funthen ser-

bis pension 5 per cent for eacb year untîl vice lu the force or for 'earning bis living

the period of twenty years Is made up. I outside tbe force. Tbe man wbo is ln-

would lie iuclined to do that, assuming tbat capncitated by reason of bodily lnjuny ne-

it would not impose too serious a burden ceived lu the discliarge of bis duty, lit

on the country, and as to tbat 1 am not lu 7hatever perlod *of bis termi of service. is

a position to judge at present. in exactly tbe samne position as the man
wbo bas served twenty-five or tbirty years;

The MINISTER 0F MILITIA AND and I humbly ýsulimit that It is not only for

DEFENCE. Wben tbe Militia Pension Bihl bis advantage, but lu tbe intenest of the

was intnoduced hast yean, a very careful country, that lie abould lie deait with in tbe

statement was made by tbe Finance Depart- samne way. If a case arises lu wblch an

ment whicb went to sbow that taking oun officer Is compelled to risk if e and 11mb, It

pnevious provision, wbicb was tbat an of- is only fair tbat baving risked bIs 11f e and

cen retiring sbýould receive one-tentb of bis 11mb ln the service of the country. lie should

pay as a gratuity for every year lie bad inot lie at a financlal loss. The country

served ;taking tbat as a basis, and 5 per sbould stand the financial loss .so far as that

cent for twenty yÉans,, it was calculated can lie doue. I would suggest that tbls la

that there would lie no change really on the purpose of a pension, and, witb ill due

the counîtry, lu other words tbat the Mihitia defereuce, tbat purmose is not met liy this

Pension Bihl was costiug the country no section.
more than the previous system of gratuity. Section allowed to stand.
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