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tising the idealistic reasonings which this book
propounds

:
the more brutal side conquers. While

the Blonde Beast runs abroad spreading rabies,
the only idealist who counts is the idealist who
carries a rifle on his shoulder—the only gospel to
which the world listens is the gospel which sa-
viours are dying for.

The last war! It took us all by surprise. We
had believed so utterly in peace; now we had to
prove our faith by being prepared to die for it.

If we did not die, this war would not be the last;
it would be only the preface to the next. To para-
phrase the words of Mr. Wells, "We had been
prepared to take life in a certain way and life had
taken us, as it takes every generation, in an en-
tirely diflferent way. We had been prepared to
be altruistic pacifists, and . . .

"

And here we are, in this year of 19 18, engaged
upon the bloodiest war of all time, harnessing the
muscle and brain-power of the universe to one
end—that we may contrive new and yet more
deadly methods of butchering our feUow men.
The men whom we kill, we do not hat. individ-
ually. The men whom we kill, we do not see
when they are dead. We scald them with liquid
fire; we stifle them with gas; we drop volcanoes
on them from the clouds; we pull firing-levers

three, ten, even fifteen miles away and hurl them


