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dfrect observation after our first advance. But he was stiU
t^|ing to find the old places and hurled over big shells in a

^1 n^Tf "^7' '^^y ^^"*« "P *»*«* fountains of earth
with fnghtful violen^. Everywhere there were sheU-holes sodeep that a cart and horse would find room in them. One
looked mto these gulfs with beastly sensations-with a kind ofanimal fear at the thought of what would happen to a man if

^f^^ V^^ "".^^ °^ T^ ^ explosion. There was a sense
of old black broodmg evil about aU this country, and worst ofaU m remembrance were the mine-craters of Hooge. I staredmto those pits all piled with stinking sand-bags on which fungus
grew, and thought of friends of mine who once lived here. 4ththe enemy a few yards away from them, with mines and saps
creeping close to them before another upheaval of the earth!with corpses and bits of bodies rotting half buried where they
sat, always wet, always lousy, in continual danger of death.The mines went up and men fought for new craters over new
dead. The sand-bags silted down after rain, and machine-gun
buUets swept through the gaps, and men sank deeper intoSmth and corniption. The place is abandoned n^, but the
fouJness of it stayed, with a lake of slime in which bodies floated,and the same old stench rose from its caverns and craters^llewacrde Lake, to the north of Hooge. is not what it used to

o, r ,l".f T!^I.°^ ^P**' =*™^ °"* *»«'« to shoot wild-fowl
or walk through Chateau Wood around the White Chateau ofHooge with a dog and a gun. There are still stumps of trees

th^n ?K . "^^f .^^r
^^ ^'^ «^ ^'' but no more wood

o^J^h A ^fl ^'i^^'r
'' * ^"''P°°^ ^"*° ''^^^ *h« corruption

of death has flowed. Its water is stained with patches of redand yellow and gretn slime, and shapeless things float in it.

iS^^"!'^
the open ground which goes up to Westhoek Ridgeabove Nonne Eoschen and Glencorse Wood, for which our menfought on the first day of battle and afterwkrds in many w^S

coii'trv fn.' T^^\ ^^I
Australians took possession of thiscountry for a time and had to stay and hold it after the excite-

sZle I'tt'^'l; J*^'^ T' "^°^^« ^«"« the trackst
Shs of H l"? t"^ ""r^y ^^^P*"^ 8«>^d' «»rrying theirlengths of duck-board and ammunition boxes with jiit a grim

fefe "fhot"'^" "'r ^'^"^ *^"^ with'monst?^
wnoois. A hot spot." said one of these boys, crouchini? withhis mates m a bit of battered trench outside aG^ pIl^SS m


