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not agree, ihey were to state their groundi of difference, and th«
eubject was to be referred to she arbitration of some friendly Sover-
eign or State, to be afterwards agreed upon by the two Governments.
The two commissioners examined the boundary, explored the country

,

but could not agree.

In the year 1823, under the ndmintstnition of Mr. Monroe, nego-
tiations were coinmenced with a view of agreeing on an arbitration , and
these negotiations tenninated in a conventiou, which was signed in
London, on the 29th September, 182T, in the administration of Mr.
Adanw. By thia time, collisions had already begun on the borders,
notwithstanding it had been understood that neither party should ex-
ercise exclusive possession pending the negotiation. Mr. Adams, in
his message of December 8, 1827, after staling the conchision of
the convention for aibiuation, adds:

* While thesft conventions have been pending, tnciticnu hr»vc occurred af ronflic.ting
|«r€tensio(i3, and of a dan;;erous character, upon the territory itself ja disnute between
lh« tw(» natiotis. I5y a common imdorstunding between the Govenmuiits, it was ftgreed
that no exercise of exciusive jurisdictiou by either parly, while tlie iie^otiatioa M'a«
pending, should olian^e the atah of the quoation of riijht to be deniiiti'Iy settled. Such
collision has, nevertheless, recently taken place, by occurrences ihc nrcciae churaclttf of
which has not y«l been ascertained.*'

The King of the Neilierlands was appointed arbitrator, and he
made his award on the lOih of January, 1831 Thia award was
satisfactory to neither party; it was rcjecte'd by boih,and so the whole
matter was thrown back upon its original condition.

This happened in the fut-t term of Gen. Jackson's adn>inistration.

He immediately addressed hintseif, of course, to new efforts for the
adjustment of the controversy. His energy and diligence have both
been much commended by his friend.s; and Jhey have not been dis-
paraged by his opponents. He called to his aid', in the Department
of State., successively, Mr. Van Buren, Mr. Livingston, Mr. McLane,
and Mr. Forsyth.

Now, Mr. President, let us see what progress General Jackson
made, with the assistance of these able and skilful negotiators, in
this highly important business. Why, sir, ihc whole story is told
by reference to his several annual messages: In his fourth an-
nual message, December, 1832, he says: <'The question of our
Northeastern Boundary still remains unsettled." in December,
1833, he says: <* The interesting question of our Northeastern Boun-
dary remains still undecided. A negotiation, however, upon that
subject, has been renewed since tlje close of the last Congress.*' In
December, 1834, he says: *' The question of the Northeastern Boun-
dary is still pending with Great Britain, and the proposition made in
accordance with the resolution of the Senate for tlie establishment of
a hne according to the treaty of 1783, has not been accepted by that
Government. Believing that eveiy disposition is fell on both sides to
adjust this perplexing question lo the satisfaction of all the parties in-
terested in it. the hope is yet indulged thai .: may be effected on the
kasis of that proposition.*' In December, 1835, a similar story is re-

hearsed: *« In the settlement of the question of the Northeastern'Boun-

I :

'! I

11


