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SPEECH DELIVERED AT THE WHITE BAHQUEt,

Wednesday, November 24, 1875.

The follcwinj^ epecHi by tbo Kight Hon. Sir John Macdonalrt was delivered at a
banquet given by the Conservatives of Montreal to Mr. Tlioinns White, Jr., on Wednesday
evening, thr 'Itb of November hiHt. The ball wvu bountifully Iccoratcd with flags, the

platform being draped with nntionul cinblems. l.i front of it waa a dnia occupied by the

guests aud leading gentlemen present. Mr. John ^
. ,. nan presided. On hia right hand

were seated Mr. Thomas Whitj. the gue.st of the c aing, he Hon. C. Tapper, Andrew
Robertson, Hon. J. L. Bcaudry, A. Lcsjardins, M.V., Hugh McLcnnon, llichard White,
A. M. Delislo, Waiter Shanlcy, M. H. Gauit, H. L. lloutb, and Col. A. A. Stcvenbon. On
thclcff of the chairman were the Rif/nt Hon. Sir John Macdonald, IJ. Masson, Hon. Thos.

Eyan, John Hope, Hon. P-ter Mitchell, Rev Mr. Black, John Crawford, A. Jjaoo8t«, A.
Ouimet, M.P., David Law, John Kerry and David Sinclair. The Vico-Chpirs were occu-

pied by Messrs. Ogilvie, Mous.'^cau, McGanvran and Bulmcr. About th.ec hundred guests

were present.

The CuAiBMAN having proposed " Heh Majesty's Loyal Opposition,"

The RionT Honourable Sia John Macdonald rising to reply, was received witli

enthusiastic cheering, renewed again and again. The welcome was unprecedented in hearti-
ness. When the applause had ceased, Sir John Baid:—Mr, Chairman and gentlemen, I,

one of Her Majesty's loyal Opposition (cheers), have come from Toronto to join in this

magnificent demonstration in liivor of my friend—my political and personal friend—Mr.
White. (Cheer?.) I feci that it was due to him, due to the sacrificcj he has made, due to
•the stand he has taken, due to the position he has attained, to testify my respect as one of
the c'd members of the Conservative Party. (Cheers.) But while it was due |to hiiu,

it 13 also a great gratification to myself. I long in public life have watched the course of
Mr. White. I first knew him whos, at Peterborough, with all the earnestness aud enthu-
.siasm of youth, he conducted one of the most able country ncwtipapers that existed in

Canada. I have ocon his course ever since. It has been a truly Conservative couiac, not
merely, gentlemen, in the party sense of the word, but in tbo higher patriotic sense, Coneer
vative in thought, Conuoi'vativo in feeling, Conservative in advocating the connection with
the mother country—that grand old country from which we c'l hai' (Ch -irs.) "'' have
watched his progress in lifo, and I find him now with not less earnesiiess, with not ieo
enthusiasm, but with matured mind and with the experience that he has giiued bv long,

intelligent, and vigilant observation of public affairs, now standiug ono of the firot

journalists in Canada (enthusiastic cheers), worthy of this demonstration, and worthy of the .

exertions which have been made for bim bv thfl tnio plpnfnrH nf Wostcn Mnntrnal- Tt i.«


