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ry ; I fliall in the firft place, lay before you the

principles ofMafoary as univerfally acknowledged.

In the fecond place, I (hall give you a fhort account

of the Ancient order of YorkMafons—and conclude

with an exhortation to the Brethren ofthat order.

If we trace back Man to the firft Rudiments of

Nature, untutored, unfocial, without the Arts or

knowlege of Living, we (ind him an inhabitant of

the woods, and more fa^'^'^e than the beafts of the

field left under the guidai;ce of his own malignant

pafljons. We fee him without fecurity^ widiout

comfort, aiming his fury chiefly againft his own fpe-

cies ; " The hand of every m.an is againft him," and

his againft his fellow. By degrees almoft impercep-

tible, he flowly emerges from barbarity, and adop-s

the plans of order, and imprcvement. The Divine

Rays of knowlege ftill further illuminate him, and at

laft he learns the ufe of the kind interchange of the

fecial Aac61:ions, and that univerfal Love vv^hich is

to ferve as the bafis of his happinefs. Hence we

find him beginning to form the firft bands of Society

and furveyingthe works of Nature at large, and after

the example of the great Archite6l of the world,

porfuing his plans v/ith Symmetry and Order—Cities

i-ife—AlTocialions form—And the firft principles of

Mafonr/ expand themfelves in the mind of man

;

preicriblno- a iuicable adion with thofe relations he

lland;; iq to his common humanity, his feiiow- crea-

tures-


