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OK Amki;ii'A, in (Iknkual Concjukss iissiMiiI)IcMl,iv|)|)(';iliii^^ to tlio

{Siipiviiit' .hidgo of the world for Mie nrtitiido of our iiitoii-

tioiis, do, ill till) name, uiul by the aiitliority of tlio ^ood people
of these colonies, solcniiily ])ul)lisli and declare, Tliat tliese

United Colonies are, and of ripjlit on<:;lit to he, iukk and indk-
I'KNDKNT sTATKs; that they are absolved from all alle«,n'anee to

the Ih'itish erown, and that all political connexion between
them and the state of (Jreat IJritain is, and on:>;ht to be, totally

dissolved; and that, as Kkici: and Indkpkndknt 8ta.tks, they
have full powi-r to levy war, conclude |)eace, contract alliances,

establish conimerce, and to do nil other acts and thin_<^s which
Indkpkndknt Statks ni.iy of ri_i,dit do. And, for the support
of this declaration, with a hrni reliance on the ])rotection of
Divine PuoviDKNei;, we mutually i)le(l^'e to each other our
lives, our fortunes, and our sacred honor."

This immortal state pai)er was "the genuine elTusion of the
soul of the country at that time," the revela. in of its iiihid,

when, in itsy(»uth, its enthusiasm, its sublime confrontin<,' of
danger, it rose to the highest creative powers of which man is

capable. The bill of rights which it promulgates is of rights

that are older than human institutions, and sjiring from the
eternal justice. Two political tlu'oi-ies divided the world: one
founded the eoiumonweaUh on the advantage of the state, the
policy of expediency, the other on the immutable principles of
morals; the new republic, as it took its place among the powers
of the world, proclaimed its faith in the truth and reality and
unchangeableness of freedom, virtue, and right. The heart of
Jeil'erson in writing thi^ declaration, and of congress in adojiting

it, beat for all humanity; tlie assertion of right was made for

the entire Avorld of mankind and all coming generations, with-
out any exception whatever; for the ])ro])ositi()n which admits
of exceptions can never bo self-evident. As it was ]iut forth
in the name of the ascendent people of that time, it was sure

to make the circuit of the world, passing everywhere through
the despotic countries of Europe ; and the astonished nations,

as they read that all men are created e(pial, started out of their

lethargy, like those who have been exiles from cliildhood, when
they suddenly hear the dimly remembered accents of their

mother tongue.


