
MAY WE HOPE FOR A GREAT REVIVAL ?

Within the last twelvemonths (1867) th« Church of Christ in Am^^^^^^

has been visited with an extraordinary quickening ^^o^nc^^^^^^^^

bankments by which religious matter is shut out trom the channels o

secuiriSc^Hglnce were broken in; and even daily papers teemed

witraccoun^^^^^^^ revivals and conversions This great event has not

been without its effect upon ourselves. Aspirations after a imilar

work of erace which existed before have been awakened atresh. On

Tv ery hanfgood men may be heard asking one another, " May we hope

TovlZ.t revival f Some, it is true, nob less desirous of the exten-

Son of Christ's kingdom than others, shrink from the idea ot a revival

1^ it should be attended with extravagance, and bring forth none but

'fmoSlifsago twoMiaistersof the Gospel met on the top of

an ornibTs v ithin a few miles of this city. Their conversation soon

turned upon the remarkable news weekly coming ^rom the reli^ ous

bodies of America ; and one of them expressed a hope that we might

witness something 'similar amongst ourselves. The other replied I

have no faith in Revivals ; they do rot leave any permanent results

Many years ago in the city of E I witnessed what appealed for

the time to be a very powerful revival, but m a litt^^ while all the

fr^it of it had passed iway." « In the city of E—
J'

rejoined his

friend.
" Several years ago,-was it about the time of the first visi-

tation of the cholera]" H? learned that it was. "And all the fruits

dtppeared V " Completely," v^as the reply. .
'.' It's strange^ he said^

" that in a distant mission field I knew two Missionaries, both of whom

had been converted in that revival."

What do we understand by a great revival ?

Why should we desire it ?

Why may we hope for it ?

1 What do we understand by a great revival {

Through God's mercy to this country it has been blessed with a

great revival in each of the last three centuries. In the sixteenth

when Christianity was almost dead, a Divine breath passed over the

kud, and then arose that great revival of doctrine and life ^h^f^ J«
call the Reformation ; the indirect effects of which touch every depart-

ment of our social and moral life, and its permanent embodied result
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