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the flood clashes clown a slope of sixty degrees inclina-
tion and fifty-six feet perpendicular fall. Its roar—

i

pcrpetnal monotone— is heard thirty miles away.
Hardly Jess remarkable than the rapids of the South

A,nencan rivers are those of the two ^reat African rivers,
the N.le and the Congo, or. as Mr. Stanley has re-chris-
tened the latter, the Livingstone. The Nile may be
conipared to a vast tree with its huge delta-roots in the
Mediterranean, its boll extending up through a rainless
desert nearly one thousand five hundred miles to meet its
nunierous branches which stretch up into the mountains
of Abyssmia. and the vast basin south of the equator
that contains the great lakes of Victoria N'yanzi and
Albert N yanzi. From these branches in each year at a
fixed season, are poured down the sediment-charged waters
winch irrigate and fertilize an immense valley that would
otherwise be only a parched and desert waste

Without specifying the data for his calculations. Mr
Stanley, who saw them both, states that the volume of
the Livingstone is ten times greater than that of the Nile
Its course !s interrupted by two series of cataracts, or
rather a combination of cascades and rapids The first
series, seven in number, occurs within four hundred
miles of Its source, and consists of the Stanley Falls
•occupying different points in a channel sixty-two miles
long. Its banks arc of moderate elevation above its bed
and in the long, bright, equatorial days the leaping'
^parkling. foaming waters present a scene of dazzling
brilhancy. In the second series, named by Mr. Stanley
the Livingstone Falls, there are thirty-two cascades, more


