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there is enough, we think, in the character and conduct
of this individual to warrant the opinion, that he was
really desirous of doing good to his race ; and, that with
many foibles, and some positive vices, he was not des.
titute of benevolent and generous feelings. That in as-
suming the character of a prophet, he had, in connec-
tion with his brother, ulterior objects in view, is not to
be doubted. It so happened, that the adoption of his
doctrines was calculated to promote harmony among
the tribes ; and this was the very foundation of the grand
confederacy, to which he and Tecumseh were zealous-
ly devoting the energies of their minds.

After the premature and, to the Indians, disastrous
battle of Tippecanoe, the Prophet began to fall into ob-
scurity. The result of that action materially diminish-
ed the wide spread influence which he had attained
over his countrymen. The incantations, by means of
which he had played upon their imaginations, and
swayed their conduct, lost their potency. The inspir-
ed messenger of the Great Spirit, as he openly pro-
claimed himself, had boldly promised his followers
an easy victory over their enemies. A battle was
fought—the Indians were defeated—and the gory form
of many a gallant, but credulous "brave," attested that
the renowned Prophet had lost, amid the carnage of
that nocturnal conflict, his oflSce and his power.
At the time when this battle was fought, Tecumseh

was on a mission to the southern Indians, with the view
of extending his warlike confederacy. He had left in-
structions with the Prophet, to avoid any hostile collis-
ion with the whites ; and from the deference which the
latter usually paid to the wishes of the former, it is not
probable that the battle would have occurred, had not
extraneous influence been brought to bear upon the
leader. The reason assigned by the Prophet to his
brother, for this attack upon the army under general
Harrison, is not known; but some of the Indians who
were in this engagement, subsequently stated that the
Winnebagoes forced on the battle contrary to the wishes
of the Prophet. This is not improbable

;
yet, admitting

it to be true, if he had taken a bold and decided stand
against the measure, it might, in all probability, have
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