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each of the great kindred Anglo-Saxon
natiodalities learning, one from the other
what to imitate and what to avoid, may
thuH "strive together in well doing,
while having no othei contention. Eli-

ha Barritt, the well known learned and
philanthropic New Englander, baa in the
Canadian Monthly lot Angnst last an arti-

cle on the "Integration of the British Em-
pire" that does him infinite credit. There
18 more pith in this short essay than in

Sir Francis Hinoks' recent Inkewarm
dealing with the great subject in the same
periodical; or than in tomes of able and
well-meaning Goldwin Smith's theorising
abont dieintegintion in other monthlies.
Mr. Editor, I may in part of the fore-

going have seemed to digress, bat the di-

gression, if a y, has been more seeming
than real. The Canadian Pacific Railway
by the best possible route from ociaan to

ocean, and soon to be completed by "a
troug pall and a pall altogether," is in-

deed the first step and the sine qua non to

tiie much needed consolidation of the em-
pire.
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'EsrroB Colonist:—Inasmnoh as Eng-
land, after all the good she has for some
three hundred ^ears past been effecting

in ^ortb America, is likely through what
<«eems the "manifest destinj" of Ii. perial

Federation to be an abiding power on
this continent, it has happily ensuei^, in

the Divine order of events, that on the
Pacific she owns the Northern, while her
first born and biggest daughter, the Unit-
ed States, possesses the southern shore of

that great inland sea, the Fncan Strait,

vhioh presents more advantages to the
mariner than any othur inlet on the An-
Slo-Amerioan Pacific Ooast; aye. or from
le Magellan to the Bbering Strait.

The Fncan Strait, extolled above all

others on onr coast by the naval authori-
ties consulted by Chief Engineer Flem-
ing, is excellently described by Captain
Devereax, p. p. 809 10 of Fleming's Be-

Sirt, 1S77. Although from August to

ovember it is occasionally subject to

fog, "sometimes very dense over the en-

trance for days together," "these ure not
nearly of sucu frequent oocurrenco as on
the neighboring coast of C(tlifornia,where
they prevail almost nninten aptedly dar-
ing the summer, and as late as the middle
of October." Both the foregoing extracts

are from the Vancouver Island Pilot, p.
6. The United States Pilot for Califor-

nia, Oregon, and Washington, at p. 69,
mentions the sunset fogs on the Saa
Fracoisco bar and outside of it as of fre-

auent ecourrenoe in summer. At p. 70
le same authority states that "during

heavy Southeasters the sea breaks upon
the San Francisco bar, clean across the

entrance, presenting a frarful sight." The
sound can be beard at the anchorage in
front of the city." At p. 188, referring to

the Facan Strait.the Coast Pilot mentions
that "in winter the 8.E. winds draw di
reotly ont, and create a very heavy cross
sea off the entrance, the great Southwest
swell meeting that rolling out. In such
ca<-es trading vessels try to gain Neah Bay
or San Juan Harbor and remain at ancbor
until the wind changes." Both these har-
bors need breakwaters to make fjem
thoroughly effective for shelter; bat that
for each country is a work of the future.
An immediate and pressing want on tiie

British side of the Strsit is telegraphic
extension to Capo Beale lighthouHo in or-

der that sailing vessels, now occasionally
delayed outside by calm, fog, or foul
wind, may tbenoe indicate their arrival

and need of a tug.
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Owing to the fortunate irregularity of

soundings, and variety of bottom on the
ocean bunks reaching for more than forty
miles outside Fuoa Struit,powerful steam-
ers can enter during dense fog, or during
a S. E. gale with its usual attendant,
thick weather.
This being in either case impossible off

San Francisco bar, it is obvious that from
the nautical point of view ports on the
Fuca Strait are better suited for commerce
than any to the Southward. This strait

will yet be a great highway for British
and American trade, and the Empire must
have its chief North American port there-

on ,jusi (US necessarily as thataLondon mer-
chant prince must be established for busi-
ness within hearing of Bowbells, and not
at Islington or Croydon.
The time occnpied m land trayel by

rail, and in ocean tiavel by steamer, can
approximately be calculated; but the de-
lay and risks caused by the intricacies of

inland navigation cannot be reckoned on.
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In this quarter fog may last from half-

a-day to more than eight days, that being
a much longer period than is occupied in

crossing the continrait by railway. In dry
seasons, fog is more enduring, being then
prolonged and intensified by the smoke of

extensive forest fires. The early rains, in

Septem' ar, have this autumn prevented
such a combination of the "powers of
darkness." Fog is not unknown in Brit-

ish waterSjand it must have been in avoid-
ance of this and other dangers incident,

less or more, to all inland navigation that

at home the points of arrival and depart-

ure for ocean-going mail steamers have,
since the Atlantic was first steamed across,

been gradually shifting ocean-wards from
London, until, at length, the ultimates of

Ocrk and Falmouth have been reached.


