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and by law have no estate left me in this life, but for clearing

of my conscience. I pray you sit down.'—* Well,' said lady

Kingston, * I have often played the fool in my youth, and, to

fulfil your command, I will do it once more in mine age;' and

thereupon sat down imder the cloth of estate on the throne.

Then the queen most humbly fell on her knees before her, and,

holding up her hands with tearful eyes, charged her, * as in the

presence of God and his angels, and as she would answer to

her before them when all should appear to judgment, that she

would so fall down before the lady Mary's grace, her daughter-

in-law, and, in like manner, ask her forgiveness for the wrongs

she had done her ; for, till that was accomphshed,' she said,

* her conscience could not be quiet.'" This fact is also re-

corded in Kingston's letters to Cromwell, but not so circum-

stantially as in the account quoted by Speed, from which we
learn that Anne Boleyn continued to occupy her own royal

apartments in the Tower, (with the presence-chamber and

canopied chair of state,) commonly called the queen's lodgings,

and that she had the free range of them even after the warrant

for her execution was signed, although tradition points out

more than one dismal tower of the royal fortress as the place

of her imprisonment.'

The queen was ordered for execution on the 19th of May,

and it was decreed by Henry that she should be beheaded on

the green within the Tower. It was a case without precedent

in the annals of England, for never before had female blood

been shed on the scaflbld ; evt . in the Norman reigns of terror,

woman's life had been held sacred, and the most merciless of

the Plantagenet sovereigns had been too manly, under any

provocation or pretence, to butcher ladies. But the age of

* In one of the apartmentn in that venerable part of the Tower occupied by
Edmund Swiftc, esq., the keeper of her majesty's jewels, I was shown by that

gentleman the rude intaglio of a rose and the letter H., with A. Boulen deeply

graven on the wall with a nail, or some other pointed instrument. Mr. Swifte

argued, from this circumstance, that the captive queen had been confined in the

Miirtui tower, which was then used as a prison lodging ; but, as it is certain that

she occupied the royal apartments, it is not unlikely that her name, with this

device, was traced by Norris, or one of the other unfortunate gentlemen who paid

80 dearly for having felt the power of her charms. When the apartments in the

Martin tower were under repair some years ago, Mr. Swifte, by a fortunate chance,

preserved this interestuig relic from being obliterated by the masons.
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