
claffd-^^^ we ]»^e a PopUh Liturgy"—?^wl it is nattf^r fjf kifAqty t^t

t)iB Popes whff lived in the time of^IijEal^tb, volunteered tp^t Queeu,

tfi sanctioQ ap4 oonfii'oa by their Papal,authority^ the l^ngli^hj^itu^g);,

wtuob remakis to this day, with some alterations more popish thfin ey^r,

ijOltrpduced by Charles the Second and bis prelates in I$6^^ , The at-

l^tive and frequent perusal of the prefuce to the JUirectpry is recpip.

mended to the ofllce-bearers and members of the Churches—and, iir«

are persuaded thai a greater attention to the pirectory itself, both on

the part of Ministers and people, wpulf), by the blessing of God, hayfi

til^ihappiesjl; effect in prompting a revival of, pure and unde^A^ religion

tluroughout the land. A')

l^at which next engaged the attention of the Assembly, was the

•cm^iideration and arrangement of what 1^ jpiroperly istyted the ConfessioQ

df F^itlt—-which consists of thirty three chapters, under whic^, as gen<

«fi|l heads (ft divisions, are placed the various doctrines io wt belieVtid

and practis<^ by the Churches of Christ, and also by individuals, ac-

csofjdiiur ^p (he several positions in aociety which may,be ^|^ed to

theim by the Cireai^or^lUKl Supreme Lor^^
o'r.iH"'^

: The Larger Catebhinh was thdn drawn up by the Assembly—under

a firm persuasion <^the very sreat advantages which would result from

teabyng the dectrin^s of the Bible, and intended to be embodied inthei

Conlessibti, in the way of asking (Questions, and confirming or correctiiig^ answers which may be given to the questions asbed. This Cat»>

«hism was intended for the use of ^*. such as have made some proficienoy

in the kiiPwledge of the grounds of Religion." It is veiy obvious that

no faithful Minister of Christ can etpect that the public instructions of

ik» eanotttwy can be sutficient to remove the ignoi^anoe ilrhieh i>revailiil

ii tbe mind* of i^acy whcrni vevy inferior Biotives may attract totha

company of a large eongregatiott, eipecidniy in a country iWhere soma

4MCMdit woald soon attach to the character of a person v^ might ha^

l^lntty absent litmaelf from public Worship. And it i» s!s» very plaiir

that every fiiitbful servant of Chrirt must feel that otDiist^th^ ttumiM^

lass temptations to whioh profeastng ofaristians aveejtposed, to whatever

qlMftoroondition of sdcie^ they may belong, their Views of Divine^

trmh are apt to become unsettled and ooitupt—«nd that, to prevent this

process fhim proceediqg, to the endangering of soulsj and the injury oH

ChriMHr cause in the world,' no ooiirse tm the part ' ai^thn pastor is*w
likely by the blessing of God to ^rove eflR»6t«ii, ns that or asking tht^

ambers of the fiook committed to him by the €%ief Shepherd, wUit

ilN'^ttteir riews of Divine ftnih ; aiid, on aeeertaAnfing that all is well,

(MiiAilnfi^ and ediiViij^ theit eo^ds in th^tr lAdet holv niidi': but, shoaM

tMt« bn tfMkniMted th« ekiitehce of wMie ront of UitenwH, springing'

u^to tfotiMtt tlib waif mai if mklr^ked and ibletiltbd, sodn 4o ovffl>


