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passeii, by which a duty «r three [tence per gallon wun iinpused

upon till iinpurted into thi; rolonieR.

Ahhoiigh n duty of h\x \n'.tu'M hud forinnrly hnun (Miuct^d, it

htid never been collerttMl ; and consctiuently this new one, in-

8t<!iid of a boon, as represented by Englinh statesmen, wn» a

v«*ry heavy burden, and created immense diMsntisfiu'tiun, which

was soon after increased by the Stamp Act, by which all

printed or written public le^al papers were made subjt'ct to a

duty. The opposition to this act was eo violent that it was

goon after repealed ; but not until it had widened the breach

between the two countrie!« to such an extent, that the restora-

tion of good understanding between them seetr.ed almost

hopi'l(>8s. But still the House of Commons continued to riaim

the right to bind America in every way, while the cnlnnists as

firmly contended that it was unjust that they should be tnxed

by a Parliament in which th<>y were not represented.

With a view to eonciliate them, other bills were passed,

designed to increaHO certain branches of th«Mr trade, or to

exte.'id their privileg(!s ;—but all to no jiurpo.st? ;—the .Sugar

and Stamp Actii had completely destroye<i all iluigond feelings

existinif at the peace of 176'), and entirely alienated the uifec-

tious of a majority of the inhabitants

At last the attempt on the part of Mr. Grenville (the origi*

nator of the Stamp Act.) to raise a trans-ailantic revenue, to

compel the colonists to defray the expenses of a standing army,

and to establish permanent salaries for the governors, exas-

perated them beyond all bounds. The duty on T<'a was

peculiarly obnoxious; and, afier numerous di^clarations of

rights by the peophs and many dissolutions of assendtlics by

the governors, it was determined that no Tea should be re-

ceived by any of the colonies ; and many vessels laden with it

were sent back to Bugland without landing their cargo, while

that landed by 01 hers was immediately destroyed.

Such a spirit of coerciim was however evinced by the British

Parliament, that they continued to bring in bills regulating and

restraining the trade of the provinces. But now *Mhe high

born heir had grown to man's estate," and determined no
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