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INTRODUCTION.
tries bordering on the Soutb-Seasy and as herein I may ap-

pear to differ greatly from the opinions generally efta-

blifhedy I think it incumbent on me particularly to recite

the authorities I have been guided by on this occafion,

that I may not be cenfured, as having given way either

to a thoughtlefs credulity on one hand, or, what would
be a much more criminal imputation, to a wilfui^nd de-

liberate mifreprefentation on the other. - - - -

Mr. Anforiy before he fet fail upon this expedition, be-

fides the printed journals to thofe parts, took care to fur-

ni(h himfelf with the bell manufcript accounts he could

procure of all the Spanijh fettlements upon the coafts of

Chili, P;iu, and Mexico. Thefe he carefully compared
with the examinations ofhis prifoners, and the informa-

tions of feveral intelligent perfonsjwho fell into his hands

in iht South-Seas. He had likewife the good fortune, in

fbme of his captures, to polfefs himfelfof a great number
of letters and papers of a public nature, many of them
written by the Viceroy oi Peru to the Viceroy of Santa

Fee^ to the Prefidents oi' Panama and Cf//i, to Don Bias

deLezoy Admiral of the Galeons, and to divers other

Perfons in public Employments ; and in thele letters

tdere was ufually inferted a recital of thofe they were in-

tended to anfwer ; fo that they contained a coniiderable

part of the correipondence between thefe officers for

fome time previous to our arrival on that coaft : We
took befides many letters fent from perfons employed by
the Government to their friends and correfpondents,

which were frequently filled with narrations of public

bufinefs, and fometimes contained undifguifed animad-
verfions on the views and condu(5t of their Superiors.

From thefe materials thofe accounts of the Spanijh affairs

are taken, which may at firft fight appear the mod ex-

ceptionable. In particular the hiftory of the various ca-

fualties which betel Pizarro\ fquadron, is for the moft
part compofcd from intercepted letters : Tho' indeed

the relation of the infurredion of Orellana and his fol-

lowers, is founded on rather lefs difputable authority :

For it was taken from the mouth of an Englijh gentle-

man then on board P/z/jrro, who often converfed with
Orellana \ and it was, on enquiry, confirmed m its prin-

pal circumllanccs by others who were in the Ihip at the
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