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tion of removing them from their venerated cemeteries,

and the bones of their forefathers.

On the other part, the advocates of removal contend,

that the states, within whose limits they reside, have per-

fect sovereignty in their lands, and an undoubted right

either to compel their submission to their laws, or to re-

move them. They state, that it is impossible, that the Indi-

ans should exist, as an independent people, within the

populous Umits of the whites; that collisions, murders,

escapes of fugitive slaves, and the operations of laws and
usages so essentially uifierent, as those of the white and

red perple, will forever keep alive between the contigu-

ous parties, feuds, quariels, and retaliations, which can
never cease until one of the parties becomes extinct.

They state, that commissioners, who have been sent to

explore the country assigned to the Indians, who have
already emigratec', find them generally in healthy and fer-

tile countries, satisfied with their condition, and advancing

still more rapidly in agriculture, wealth, and civilization,

than their brethren east of the Mississippi; and, Uiat their

removal wifi advance, instead of retarding these improve-

ments. They expatiate on the liberal price paid for their

relinquished lands, and the ample appropriation made by
the government for their removal. One party sees no-

thing in their removal, but oppression, violation of treaties,

and of the faith of the United States, <ruelty and perfidy

on our part, and on theirs banishment from their homes
and the graves of their fathers, poverty, famine, degrada-

tion and utter extinction, chargeable to the ingratitude and
tyranny of the whites.

On the other hand, the advocates of removal see the

race perpetuated in opulence and peace in the fair prai-

ries of the west. Here they are to grow up distinct red

nations, with schools and churches, the anvil, the loom, and
the plough—^a sort of Arcadian race between our borders

and the Ro^ky mountains, standing memorials of the kind-

ness and good faith of our government.

Non nobis tantas componere lit^s.

FIKIS.


