
THE VESTAL VIRGIN

NYSiiL (SnatchesJ from her hands, glances at
Thouhest! (Swoons).

LuciNA. Alas! would it were but

Lewdus. What woijjd'st thou, woman, cease the
puling tears! ^

Yield up thy message without more delays.

LuciNA. (Reads)
To the priest Orosfrom the GeneralLucto, greetinWhen thts shall reach thee, know that time a\
place change all things. I did once affect Nyl
till my Sight beheld a greater perfection. Siwhom I have conquered hath already overcome k
victor by her charms and shall be a wife tA

TL ^ "'f ^y^*"'^ playfellow in yo
childhood, be to her thdt thou const in my defectio

_ Lucil
Lepidus. Tis false, incredible, he could not do

.
{Seizes he paper) His own hand-writing.

self same subscription!

^'%oSonr '^"'^' ^"^ ^^ ^-P-^

Whose bosom bears all confidence and pietyCrumble beneath our feet, the solid earth
Sinks from before us in this strange misfortu

LuciNA. My lord! My lord!

^^'^Thf'hi^ .1 ,
Let every curse that blai

7n IS S^ ^^ ^"'^/l^
y°"^^' ^^ brings old a]

hii^!^
^^"^ mummy, light
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