
How TO Prouuck a I'ause Imprkssiun.

Tlif piir|)<)Sf of Mr. Slu-pUy apiKaml to be to cutuurt the names of

:lu' al)ovf iiKiitioiK'd opiHmciits ol (iovcinmcut, cs|H:cially tlu-<t of Mr.

I i.stcr, witli various business transactions, so far as he c«»u!il Jo it by qucs-

ling Miher witnesses, in must cases those who knew Uttle or nothing at

hisi liantl. So as to give an infereiue of wrongdoing, and allow the p-'rty

i.nss to do the rest, lufore an opportunity was gi'.cn to contra»Hct or ex-

plain.

liie i)arty press carried out its share of the i)rogranune, and every

' ioveriiinent organ, beginning witli the Toronto < ilobe. by Haring headhnes,

Miisalioiia! npnits and ethtorial venhcts. contributed toward the attack on

. Iinoxioiis opi»onents of the (Jovernment.

.'\ One-Siukd Enquiry.

After a sufficient time Iiad been allowed to produce the required im-

pression. Messrs. I'\>ster, l-owler and Lefurgey were permitted to answer

Mich questions, and such (luestions only, as Mr. Shepley, the prosecutor,

I hose t(» ask them. Their counsel was not allowed to cross-examine any

witnesses. Mr. Foster was permitted to r..ake a short statement under oath,

hut this is ignored in the report of the Commission.

In the end when the Coniniissioners were engaged nominally in draw-

ing up their report, Mr. Shepley, the prosecutor, was continued at one

hundred dollars a <lay salary, plus a retaining fee. amount then unsettled, to

assist in their work. The liovernmen: seemed to see no inconsistency in thus

iiiiploying the jirosecutor to take part in preparing the judgment. In the

1 louse of Commons, and in the presence of the Minister of Justice and other

Ministers. Mr. I'owler asserted that Mr. Shepley wrote the whole of the

riiK)rt and findings of the Commission. The Government did not deny it.

Gre.\t E.xpectations.

The purpose of all this was to create an impression outside of Insurance

matters altogether, adverse to certain aggressive opposition members of Par-

liament It was hoped and expected that well meaning people would be led

lo doubt their integrity. By the Government press Parliament was called

upon to purge itself of these Conservative members, and some of the organs

went so far as to declare that Mr. Foster would not dare to face his oppon-

ents, or that if he appeared in Parliament he would not venture to attack

the Government.

The Scheme Did Not Work.

Parliament met on the twenty-third of November. Mr. Foster was

there. The Government soon discovered that he had not been silenced. On
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