
12129 JUILY 6, 1908 12130

ders are addressed ln the same handwrit-
lng-

Mr. PUGSLEY. Neither of which was
accepted by the minister.

Mr. BENNETT. That dos not matter.

Mr. MONK. I have not toIlowed the dis-
cussion e'aough to draw conclusions ; 1 arn
oniy pointing out thxe tact. The mînister
states that the tenders are Iu different baud-
'writing; but, strange to say, If you com-
pare thxe body of the w'riting lu the Grant
conxpany tender for Midiand harbour with
fihe body of the writing lu the Spohn com-
pauy tender for the same work, It le exact-
lIy tihe same ; s0 that aithough there le
something lu the contention of fixe minister
that lu the two flrst tenders, which are
presumably rivai tenders, there is some
dîfference lu the body of the tenders thougx
noue lu the addresses, stili If you take 'an-
other pair of tenders and compare the
Grant tender wlth the Spohu tender, you
find theux ln exactiy fixe same handwrlt-
Ing, whatever conclusion you may draw
froux the fact. I wouid like to say, wlth re-
ference to the dredglng lu thxe province of
Quebec, that It ls considered the greatest
wiudfaii possible to obtain a dredging con-
tract froux the goverument. There bas been
a regular seramble for tbem for years, and
you find, people who have bad no* expert-
ence at aIl goiug luto the dredglug business.
Those who have been succeseful lu obtaîn
Ing snch contracta lu the province of Que-
bec live very weli. 1 know these men.
They were ln rather penurlous clrcumstan-
ces betore they went into this business, but
now they dazzle us with fixe luxury et their
living. Some are lawyers. My hon. friend
mentioned Mr. Morgan. Mr. Morgan bas
gone Into the dredgixxg business and I re-
member when Mr. Morgan was practising
law.

Mr. PUGSLEY. Has he made a fortune
out of It?

Mr. MONK. It is very difficuit to say
of any man that be bas made a fortune,
but the Indications are that be found the
dredging business more profitable than the
.Factice of iaw.

Mr. LFEMIEUX. It cannot be contended
that Mr. Morgan Is a political friend of the
goverument.

Mr. MONK. He ls a very strong poil-
cal friend, a frleud of the deepest dye. He
le Ilke many so calied Conservatives, who
have cieaved to the present governuent,
ready to support it under auy cîrcumetances.

'Mr. LIEMIEUX. 1 know persouaily that
Mr. Morgan was three times the Conserva-
tÈve candidate lu the county of Richelieu.

M!ir. MONK. And I remember a very
hotly contested campaigu we had ln the
city of Montreal lu which Mr. Prefontalue.

a frlend of the Postmaster General, was a
candidate, and lu that conteat the Con-
servative Mr. Morgan was working for hlm
for ail he was worth. At that time 'Mr.
Morgan bad gone luto the dredgiug bus!-
ness. I arn speaking of tacts that are ad-
uiitted. In the province of Quebec wheu
you find a man suddenly prosperous,. you
ask: bas he got a dredging contract? It Is
notorlous. We have Mr. Prendergast.

Mr. PUGSLEY. Has he made a fortune?

Mr. MO'NK. I do flot know, but he Ilves
weli-mucli better than people who work
harder.

Mr. PIUGSLEY. Mr. Prendergast wll
tell you that tixere tg not much money lu
dredging uuless you have considerable ex-
perlence.

Mr. MIONK. They ail say that, -but the
tacts are there. They ail seem to prosper.
And outside of lawyers, whose occupation
and technical knowiedge wouid flot Iead
them. to dredging, there are coal merchants.
It le extraordinary how coal inerchants go
Iu for dredglng. In the province of Que-
bec we have Mr. Cowan and Moore & Com-
pany. My hon. friend the Postmaster
General knows these people. They are
coal mxerchants and they have found it ad-
vantageous to leave their occupation and
go ln for dredging; and although they ai-
ways pretend there Is nothing in it, they
still tender and try to obtain the work, aud
having obtained It they seem to thrlve con-
siderably on the profits. As a ruie--and 1
assert this on rny responsibiiity as a mem-
ber-the dredging ls pooied ln the province
of Quebec. Tenders are sent ln and it
looks very regular, but when the work
cornes to be divided, some find they caunot
attend to lt here and others that they can-
flot attend to it there, and as a matter of
tact the contract is divlded up among them,
so that each la satls-fied. We should aban-
don that old system of giving out dredging
ln order to distribute patronage, and have
a policy dlctated by the urgency of soiving
our transportation probiem.

Mr. PUGS-LEY. Hear, hear.

Mr. MONK. I arn giad to have my hon.
frlend's approvai. I expected w.hen he
came into office that he would find some-
where, wherever it le to be foiund-I had
a great deal of dlfficulty In finding it ln the
Department of Publie Works-the valuabie
report of the transportation commission, and
that he wouid see if it was not possible te
put into execution the suggestion so wel
and so urgently made by that commission,
and cast aside this systeux of doing odd-
jobe here snd there just to piease politicai

-friands. -Go to theprovince of QuebeC,
and you 'wll find dredging done ln the most
impossible places at the greatest expense.
It is a race among the friends of thé gov-
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