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TEHE COMMBRCIAL,

export our cats and barley at n profit after
tho oponing of navigation by the cheaper
summer water route.

Tf such a plan were assured of, it would bo
advisable to hold the oats and barley in tho
meantime and sell tho low grede wheat.
What is really of more importance at the
moment, is the sale of this fow grade wheat,
as it will be risky handlivg it after tbe
weather becomes warm. If the railway com-
panies could possibly do it, it would be ex-
tremoly advisable to have a speoial all rail
rate made for the balance of the season on
wheat grading under No. 8 hard, either for
export or for Eastorn Canada points. The
average wheat rato from Manitoba points is
47 cents per 100 pounds to Eastern Canada
and 49 conts to the seaboard. If a sharp cut
could bo made on these rates, it seoms likely
that considerable 6f this wheat might be sold
for feed in Eastorn Canada or oxported via
Actlantic ports,

The railway companies are deeply interest-
ed in the welfare of the country and the
prosperity of the farmers. If they can do
anything in this period of exceptionally low
prices to help the farmer out they will be the
gainers by it in the end, The Commarcial,
therefore, makes this appeal, earnestly hop-
ing that it may be found possible to do some-
thing to let out the low grade wheat now,
and to provide for the export of the oats and
barley later on by the water route.

THE SITUATION.

'The situatiwn, whick we described as
alarming a week ago, has cooled down con-
siderably both in domestic and foreign
affairs. To begin at home, the provincial
elections in Manitoba are over, and the result,
as easily foreshadowed, has been a great
swecp for the government. The small list of
opposition members in the last house, suffered
further serious reductions. aud in the new
house there will be practically no opposition.

The only question before the eloctors was
the Manitoba school quesiion, and on this
there was not room for two opinions. Even
though the opposition candidates generally
pledged themselves to uppose federal iuter-
ference in our school affairs, yet it weas of
no avail to them. The people were determin-
ud to show by electing guvernment candidates
that federal interference in this matter would
be regarded as highly objectionabie. Itisa
matter for regret that the opposition will be
so weak in the new house, but under the cir-
cumstances there appeared to be no help for
it but to return tha government candidates.

In federal affairs the crisis is also over for
the present. The bolting cabinet ministers
have returned to tho fold, with the exception
of Sir Chas. Hibbert Tupper, but he remains
out to make room for his father, Sir Charles
Tupper, late Canadian high commissioner, at
London. Sir. Muckenzie Bowell remains at
the head of the government. As thus patch-
ed up, the ministry may -pull through the
session of Parliament, but it is vory doubtful
i tho governmont will be able to pass o mea-
sure looking to interference in the Manitoba
school question.

In forcign affairs, the Far Eastorn question
has not developed any new features, and so
far as the public are aware, tho Easstain

Question romains in statu quo. What may
have transpired in secrot diplumatic circles in
this matter, howover, is doubtful. In the
meantime the Turks gu on reducing tke so-
called Christian population of the country by
wholesalo murder.

Noither have any impurtant new develop-
ments ocourred in the Venezuolan question.
It is roported that the British government
is anxious to rensw direct negotiations with
Venizuela for o settloment of the matter.
Various plaus have been proposed by privato
parties or commerciel or other bodies fura
mode of settling the Jispute, notably the pro-
posal of the New York Chamber of Commerce
to have & joint commission appointed by
Great Britain and the United States to in-
vestigate tho boundary question. The old
idee, of having & permanent court of arbitra-
tion to settle disputes between Great Britain
and the United States has been ** boomed
considerably as a result of this Venezuclan
matter. ' ’

The South African trouble has still remain-
od the principal feature of interest, though
this matter too has heen robbed of its most
exciting features by the more pacific action
of Germany, and the haunding over of Dr.
Jameson and the other prisoners by the Boers,
to the Bitrish authorities. Germany has
professed that she did nct intend any hostility
to Great Britain by her action in this
matter, but all the same a great deal of mis-
trust of Germary remains, and will remain
for some ti.L.e among the British people.

Gorman trade has suffered severely es a
result of the hasty action of tho Emperor and
bis councit in this African trouble. Ger-
many is the principal competitor of the
British industries in the world's markets, any
large quantities of German geods are handled
through British houses. Many orders have
been cancelled, to the detriment of German
houses. Germany would certainly suffer
groat commercial depression as & result of a
war with Great Britain. The latter country
would easily maintain control of the seas and
sweop German commerce thorefrom, thus
striking a blow at German export trade,
which would cripple it for & long period.

The principal feature of speculation now in
this South African matter, is the effect
Ger.nan actiwn will have on the fature foraign
pulicy of Great Britain. Heretofore there
have been two great alliances in Europe—
The Dreibund and the Franco-Russian
alliance, Great Britain has refused to join
the Dreibund, though she is supposel to have
sympathized with it. German action, bow-
ever, would naturally tend to drive her to-
ward the othar alliance. While the effect
will likely be to cause British diplomacy to
seek more friendly relationship with France
and Russia, it is not likely that Great Britain
will form any close alliance with the latter
powers, Hor. refusal to join the.Dreibund
has apparently had a good deal to do with the
anti-British feeling which has been growing
i Germany of late.

Viewed either commercially or politically,
the erratic German emperor has ovidently
made a tremendous blunder. Germany has
gono to almoss humiliating extremes to
ondeavor to win Russian friendship, in order

to isolato France. Tho anti-British policy of

the Gorman omperor and people, however,
may possibly lead .o an 1solation of Germany.
British diplomacy could probably take ltaly
out of the Dreibund and 1nto an alliance
with France and Russia, leaving Germany
and Austria alone in their alliance. An
Italinn salliance with their old onomy—
Austria, secems out of place anyway.

The action of the United States in asking
British protection for their subjects in the

'Transvaal, in view of the strained relations

over the Vonezuelan matter, has caused con-
siderable commont this week.

EDITORIAL NOTES.

IT was reported from Ottawa, as noted in
The Commercial last week, that Senator
Perley would introduco a measure to change
the grading of wheat. It isnot at all likely
that the government wonld consent to any
measure without first learning the opinion
of the trade upon the gquestion. Senator
Perley's proposed measure, 1if correctly out-
lined in the report from Ottawa as published
lagt weok, would certainly not be approved
by either the farmers or dealers, and it is
difficult to see whore it would be any im-
provement on the present grades, but rather
the contrary. We will resorve comment,
however, until we learn what form the pro-
posed bill will actually take.

x ®

Eaypr under British rule has made great
progress in law, order and &ll that pertsins to
good government. In late correspondence of
the London Times reference is made to two
measures which will indicate what British
rule is doing for Egypt. Ono measure pro-
vides for the abrogation ot an old law which
declared judges irremovable, it having been
shown thatit led to much abuse. Another new
weasure provides for the organizing of so-
cieties for the prevention of cruelty to ani-
mals. These may appear triflicg matters in
themselVes, but they indicate how things are

going in Egypt.
Freight Rates and Traflc Matters

The Chicago Trade Bulletin of Jan. 18
says :—East bound lines are having a moder-
ato business and rates were steady at 20¢ per
100 pounds on flour and grain and 30c on
provisions to New York. Foreign ireights
were dull at 293¢ to 813c fur flourand 480 tv
41,06 per 100 1bs ou provisions to Liverpool.
A fair demand exists for boats to load corn
for winter storage and spring shipments t»
Buffalo, and charters for nearly 31,000,000
bushels were made at 2fc. A cargo of 50,-
000 bushels of corn to Kingstorn secured 4jc.

Waol in the Unitad Statas.

The strength of the market is caused by
the proposed tariff bill now before the Sopate
in Washington. If the bill becomes a law,
wool will advance all along the line, and, if
not, there is little prospect of prices Yoing
forced lower; henco dealers have -put u
their prices a trifie and are prepared to holg
thom fora time, Fleoce woolsand Australian
grades havye, shown the most strength and
advance, territory grades ruling compara-
tively very low. Domestic washed floaces are
about 2 to 8¢ highor than a year ago, while
territory grades aro selling almest as cheap
as twelve months since. The advance in
Australian wools compared with a year ago
18 about 6 to 7¢ perscoured pound. Tho noxt
London sale begins January 14,




