
expert our ents and barley at a profit atter
theoepening of navigation by the cheaper
sumer watr route.

If such a plan wore assircd of, it would bo
advisablo te hold the oats and barloy in thn
meantime and seil the lnw gride wvhoat.
What is really of monre importance at the
moment, is the sale et this fow grade whoat,
as it will ho risky haudliug it after tbe
woathor becemes warm. If the railway cerv-
panties could possibly do it, it vould ho ex.
tremely advisable te have a special ail rail
rate made for the balance of the senson on
wbent greding under Neo. 8 bard, cither for
expert or for Eastern Canada peints. The
averege whent rate f rom Manitoba peints is
47 cents per 100 pounds ta Eastern Canada
and 49 cents ta tha seaboard. If a sharp cut
couid ho made on these rates, it sooms likely
that censidenabie &t this wvheat might ho soid
toi- feed in Eastern Canada on oxported via
Atlantic parts.

The railway cempanies are deeply interest-
od in the weltareofe the country and the
presperity ef the taimers. If tboy can do
anytbing in this period ef oxceptionaily low
prices te belp the farimer eut they wiii ho the
gaiers by it in the endi. Tbe Commercial,
therefore, makes this appeni, earnestiy hep-
ing that it may ho feund possible te do soma-
thing te let eut the low grade .vhcat now,
and te provide for the eiport eft he oats and
bai-loy lnter en by the water route.

-TRE SITUATION.
The situatton, which we deseribod as

alarming a week ago, bas ceeled down con-
siderably both in domestie and foroign
affairs. To begin at home, the provincial
elections in Manitoba ane over, and the resuit,
as easily toreshadowed, has bean a gi-ont
sweep for the goverfiment. The smail list et
eoposition mnembers in the last bouse, suflered
further sEnieus reductions. aud in te new
bouse thore will ho practically ne opposition.

The only question betoro the elocters was
the Manitoba sehool qjesbion, and on this
there wvas fot roore for two opinions. Even
though the apposition candidates generally
piedged themselves to tipose toderal juter-
foi-once in aur school affairs, yet it was of
ne avail tethem. The people were det&-rmin-
tid te showv by oiectiag gtverrament candidates
that tederai intertenence in ýbis inattor wuuid
ho regardod as highly objectionab.e. It is a
matter for regret that the opposition will lie
se wenk in the new bouse, but under the cir-
curestances thore appenred te be ne belp fer
it but te ratura tha governineut candidates.

ln tederni affaire teo criais is aise, over for
the present. The bolting cabinet ministers,
have returned te the fold, with the exception
of Sir Chai. ibbort Tupper, but ho romains
out te mako recui for bis fatber, Sir Charles
Tupper, late Canadian bigh commiý,sioner, ait
London. Sir. Mackenzie Bowell romains at
the head et the goverriment. As thus patch-
cd up, the ministrv niay -pull through the
session et Paniament, but it is vory doubtf ni
if the govern.nont will ho able te pass a men-
çaure loeking te intenferonce in the Manitoba
sehool question.

In forcign affairs, the Far Eastern quebtien
bas net deve!oped nny new tentures, and se
fer as the public are awaro, the Eiasten

Question romains [n statu quo. What may
have transpired in secret diplomatie cirele la
this imaLter, hioevor, is douabtiul. Iu the
moautime the Turks go un roduoîng tho se-
callod Christian ppulation of the country hy
wbolesalo înurdei.

Noither hava any impturtant nov dovoiup-
monts ocourrod in the Venezuolan question.
It is roported tîtat the British govornment
is auxieus te renew direct negotiations witb
Von, zuela for a so'ttlomont ot the matter.
Varieus plans have been propesed bv private
parties or commercie.l or othor bodies for a
mode et ottling the dispute, notably the pro-
posal ot the New York Chiamber et Commerce
te have a joint commission appointed by
Giront Britain and the Unitod States te in-
vestigate tho houndary question. The aid
idea et baving a permanent court et arbitra-
tien te settle disputes hotween Girent Britain
and the United States has been 'lboomed "
censiderably as a resuit et this Venezuelan
maLter.

Tha South Atnican trouble bas still romain-
ad tho principal fMature et interest, tbougb
this motter tee bas bean robbed of its meet
exciting tentures by the more pacifie action
et Germany, and the handing ovor of Dr.
Jamesen and the other prisoners by the Boeers,
te the Bitnisb authonities. Germany bas
professod that she did nrf intend any hostility
te Greoat Britain by bier action in this
maLter, but ail the ane a great deal et mnis-
trust etf<Jormary romains, and wvill romain
for soma ti.î.e among the British people.

Gorman tradte bas sufferod severely as a
resuit et tho basty action et the E.mperor and
bis councii in this Aftican trouble. Ger-
many is the principal compotitor et the
British industries in the world's mar-kets, ans.
large quantities et Germait gods are bandled
througb British bouses. Many endors bave
been cancelled, te te dotriment et German
biouses. Germany would certainly suifer
gi-ont commercial depression as a resuit et a
war witb Grent Britain. The latter country
would enily maintain contrai et tbe sens and
swe6p Gerimai commerce theretrom, thus
striking a blow at Georman expert trade,
which would cr;pple it for n long perioci.

The principal leature et spoculation now un
this South African maLter, is the affect
Gaz .nan action wll bave on the future forsiga
policy uf Great Britain. Heretefore there
have been two great alliances; in Europe-
The Droihund and tho Franco-Russian
alliance. Grat Britain has rotused te joit
the Droibund, tbougb sho is suppose'! te bave
sympathized witb it. Germait action, huw-
evar, wouid natui-ally tend te drive bier te-
ward the othor alliance. White te affect
will likely ho te, cause British diploncy te
sek more friondiy relationship witb Franco
and :Russia, it is not likoly that Gi-eat Britain
will foim ary close alliance with te latter
powers. Uer. refusai te join the .Dreibund
bas npparently bcd a good don! te do with the
anti-Britisb feeling which bas bean growing
ini Germany et late.

Viewed cither commencially or peliticaily,
tho eri-atic; German emparer ban ovidently
mado a tromendous blunder. Germany bas
gene te aiment humiliating extremes te
endenvor te vin Russian friendship, in ordor
te iselate France. Tho anti-flritish polioy af

the German emparer and people, however,
nmay possibly load ýo an isolation of Gormany.
Blritish diploniacy could probably take it*ily
Out ot tho IJ.-eLbtrd and into an alliance
ivith Franco and Rîîssia, Ieaving Germany
and Austria atone in thoir alliance. An
Itatian alliance wji thuir old euzmnj-
Austria, seema out of place anyway.

The action of the United States in asking
Blritish protection for thoir subjects in the

' Transaal, in viow ot the strained relationi
ovor the Voinezuelan matter, bas caused con-
sidorable comment this wcek.

KUITORIAL KUTE9.
IT was roported from Ottawa, as notod in

The Commercial lest woek, that Sonator
Poneoy wvould introduce a measure to change
the grading of wheat. Lt is net at ail iikely
that the government wonld consent te any
measuro without first loarning the opinion
of the trado upon the question. Sonator
Perley's proposed measuro, if iorrectly eut.
lined in the report fromn Ottawa as published
lof t week, would certainly net be approved
by either the formea or dealers, and it is
difficult to see w bore it would be any im-
prevemont on the present grades, but rathor
the contra-y. We -wii1 reserve comment,
howaer, until we loarn what form the pro-
posed bill will actualiy tale.

EGYP'r unidor British rule bas made great
progress in iaw, ordor andi ail that pertains te
good gevernment. In itt correspondance ef
the. Londoni Tirets reforence is mande te two
measures wbicb wiil indicate what British
rulo is doing for Egypt. One mensure pro-
vides for the abrogation or an old law which
declared judges irremovable, it haming bean
shown that it led te rnuch abuse. Anether new
ir-rsure provides for theoerganizing et se-
cieties for the proventien ot cruelty te ani-
mals. Thos may appear trifling matters ini
themselies, but they indicate bo%' things are
geing in Egypt.

Freiglit Rates and. Traffl M.atters
The Chicago Trado Bulletisi ef Jan. 18

says -- East beund lines are having a m6der-
ate business and rates were steady at 20o per
100 pounds on fleur and grain and 80a on
provisions tu 'New York. Foreign freights
woe duil at 29jc te 81jc fui- flùur and 48ac tu
4 t.06 par 100 lbs on provisions te Liverpeeol.
A fair domand existe fer beats ta load corn
fer winter stonage and spring shipreents tin
Buffalo, and charters for nenrly 1,000.000
bushols were mande at 2ac. A cargo et 50,-
000 bushels of corn te KiCngston secuzdd 4hc.

Wounol in the Ulnited Statea.
The strength cf the market is caused by

the propesed tariff bill now betore thie Sonate
in Washington. If the bill becomes a iaw,
wool wii! advance all along the lino, and, if
neot, there is littia prospect of prices bbing
ferced iower; bence dealers have -put up
their prices a trille and are propared ta Jold
1.hom fer a tme. Fleece woels and Austraian
grades have. showr. the niost strength and
advance, territory grades ruling compara-
tivoly vex-y loir. Domestic washed fleeces are
about 2 te Se highor than a yonr ega, white
territery grades are solling almost as chenp
as twelvo, menthe since. The advanee in
Australian wools cempareît with a year age
ia about 6 te 7 perscoured pound. The noxt
Londen sale begins January 14,


