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In tIhQ COMMERCIAL Of lust woelc, oditoriai ro-
f erence was made to the qluestion of reoiprocity
with the United States and soma etatistice
were given from a pamphlet published by
Rlobert Hl. Lawder, of Toronto, ehowiug tho

advantogo enjoyed by the republia, in its trado
'wlth titis country. In addition tao ur coin-
monts of last wook M\r. Lawder subinits mort
figuras t6 show the value ef our custorn to the
United States. Our importa froin the republie
fermn 45 per cent. of our total importa, sbowing
what a large quantiLy ef goods we recoivo trom,
the United Statos. The duty levied on importe
frein the United States ie aise mueli less than
on vois brought frein other ceuntries, the
average rate ef duty on importe froni our
neighbora being 15 per cent., white the av.-r-
age rate et duty ou British goods is 20.25 per
cent. and the average rate ef duty on ail im-
porte je 20.03 per cent. This shows that we
deai more iiberaily with tbe Uüit ed States in
the m-itter et oustoins ta.riff, thau with other
countries, though the iewer rate of duty on im-
porte ie accidentai, rather than ifltcntional,and
je owing te the ciasa of gooda iinported frein
that country, and not te a desire te diecrimin.
ate in favor ef the repubîlo. In spite et this
actuel discrimination in laver et the Ujnited
States in our tirifftho McCioliy bill, adepted
in that country, aingled eut about evcry e,'nii-
modity et importance impzorted frein Canada,
for prohibitory or noarly prohibitory duties.

Frein thse statistices et trade between the two
countrice, it ie evident that thse United States
has the advantage in its trade intercourse wvith
this country. Our brade je more valuable te
them; than their trade is te us. Thie ia the case
when the question is considered purely frein
the sitandpoint ef thse interohangeofe cemmiodi-
ties, In addition te these advantages cnjoyed
by thse United States, Canada bas offered valu.
able concessions iii the fisheries and canais, in
order te seoure a reciprecity treaty, these
concessions being mucis more valuable than any
equivalent advantages thse United States conld
oxtcnd te tisis country.

Thse great trouble wibh many- peopie in tise
UJnited States, when conaidcring reuiprocity
with tis coun2tryv, ia the tact that tlîey value
their cwn market tee highly. They talk about
giving a-nariset of 60,000,000 of people in re-
turn fer a. market et 5,000,000. This is font-
ishness. Mere pDpulation bas nothing te do
with it. It 18 thse exehauge ef goode which
counts, and the excisange of goode iii decidedly
in baver et tise rapublic. Great effarts wErre
put forth to obtain a reciprecity treatu witm
thse Southt Amorican countrieg, tiseugla Zmet of
tisose ceuntries have emaller populÀtions thae
Canada. 'Èhe argnaezcnt baspe! en tise differ-
once in population anyway is net a sound one,
and thse figurai show that thse opposite is truc.

Cattie exportera are indignant over the action
et tise gaverimment in raising the inspection fee
frein twd cen te thrce cents er hoad on tbill

1109

THIE AlJSTRlALTAN-GÂNAflIAN TRADE
-RRIYÂL 0F THE STEÂMSHIP

IlMIOWERk."
Laist week 1 coneidered te soma extent tho

local aspects of tise brade bettvoen Australie
and Canada and gave tise items et expert and
import as betwoen our sater colonies and the
United States, whicli indicete iu a mecasure the
poseibilitien et trado as botwoon Austraie and
Canada.

Thora are several important considerations
affi3oting the whole question et a new Anetrelian
lino. The more we examnine the potentialities
et thse entorprise the groater tise possibilibios
appear te be. Thora are, isowaeor, tomporery
obstacles te suoces te evorcome, whieh a great
many in their outhusisn over thse arrivai et
tise firat boat have overiookcd and as a conse-
quence a geod deai et "rot" bas been bots
wribten and talked about it. This is excusable,
donc as it la, with good intentions.

Firat, ns te tise achaene as an lmnperial propo-
sition, te hope biset iL tvîll divert freight traffic
or a portion et it by way et Suez canai, is quite
illnsory, oxccpt in the case et te atoppagaofe
that route by war. Thse twe bransipment8 et
freight anud thse long ovcr-land haut via Canada
ronder cempetibion by tise latter route practi-
caily eut et tise question. But egainst biset we
have cempansating advantegee as a passenger
traffic and mail rente. Frein a peliticai and
Imperial point ef viewv it affords an alternative
and alllritisb meane et communication. Thie,
in itsolt, je a tinitter ef tise greatest importance
and will net fail te be duiy apprecieted when
tise matter le fuily discussed and thse advantages
ciearly undcrstoed by tise Empire as a wisole.
Thoan we bave tise desiderata et a mors en-
joyebie leue munet:)oes and dangerene voyage.
By the old travelled way, even with fine, test
steamers, tise voyage je long, unbroken by
varlety et scencry, etc., and is for tise moat
part under tropical anua. Thse new rente je
ene et travel by sea and lini, affording cool
brocs ta, pleasant breaks in tise voyage and a
variety et scenery unequehled chsewiscre in thse
world. One tee, ln which lime ivili net ha an
adverae element. Tise tact tisat mails by tise
s.s. Miowera, e 16 kuot boat,wîll reacit London
tisree or tour deys ahearl et tise s by tise San
Francisco lino and in about tise saine bine as
tisose by tise Suez canal je indicative of whet je
possible wisen tise serviceahail have beau perfect-
cd in ita varieus links. It je sate te aay that tise
new line weil esbablisised and tisoroughlyeadver-
tised wilt ettract a large sae efthbie
travel, te and frein Auistralie, tisrough Canada.

From, a purely Canadian pDint et view, tise
principal interest centres ou tise amount et
tràde tisaI eau be developed between tise
two countries-Ctnade and Australia. Heore,
tee, severel unavorable circumatances exiel.
It je truc tisat Canada stands in quite as ad-
vantageous a relation te Austrelia as tise
United States, or nearly so, and it becomea
ç4 question au te which et tise two couatries
eau proiuce and sel[ goods tise more cbeapiy.
But for bise present we bave tise unparalleled
dopressien exisîing in tise southera colonies,
wiie m~uet for some limne lintit bte demaud

Canada muet be a comupetitor. Tise inaugura.
tien et thse Australasiau.Canadian line couid
net thereforo bave takon place at a more un-
favorable tinte. llowever, if iL cen succeed or
even stay under sneb circumstances iL mean3
ail thse greater auccese for tho future, when tise
depressien shalt have passe& eway. Thse seint
conditione affect the trado withi Britishs Colm.-
bia, considered apart frein the Provinces, and
perisaps te a greater extent, because as eur
naturai Items et export are iargely in the na-
ture et building materials, and as very littho
construction work je going 011 in Australia,
tisora eau be but comparativeiy littie demnd
for these for thse proent.

Thon we have the important question ef tise
tradte policies et the two countrios and recipro.
cal relations, which, te say the tonst, do net
tend te dro.w tisem dloser together. We have
on aose aido a number of politically detaehed

colonies, each with a tarjiff and an independent
governmrent et iLs own, and on the otber a
country that is bouud te proteet itacîf again.9t
the hostile triff' et tise United States, and
,vhicli under prosent conditions ia equally di-
rectcd againet ail other countries, friendly or
othertvise. The shipp3r front Canada muet
sbudy thse business and fiscal policy et cacis
Australian colony individuaily, and adapt him-
sel[ as well as po3sible te the saine. The
sisipper freim Australie bas te f eze a taritf that
was intende d as 9, retaiiatory mieesure against
duties imposed b. tce United States. And se
thse brade tisat ail desire te see cultivabed je
hemps-red in every possible way by tariff re-
strictions. These thinga in tise way of the
deveiopment et trede wiIl empisasize in
Australia the desirability et couiederation,
whereby tise interosta et its people will be bar-
tnonizcd and their home market eniarged, and
in Canada and Àustralia tise ereat benefits te
be derived fromn freer and reciprocal traje be-
bween ail parts et tise Empire. Ibey are
aiready forcing themeelves on the attention et
tise business cemntunity of this country, more
especially as a consequence of the arrivai ef thse
firat steamer tromn Australie. Natnraily the
question et edmiitting other nations included in
thse tavored nation clause et Uhc treaties wlth
Great Britein wiil arise, but il that ehouid
stand in thse way undoubtedly the pop niar ver-
dict wili bo in laver et letting t.hem, corne in,
becense in any adjastmnt et our tarief te suit
bhe requirements et trado with Australie, it is
net et ail likeiy their influence will bc seriously
toit. It canuet any long.sr be considered a
wisc peliey te try to improve our commercial
face by cubting off eur commercial nose.
Takiug ail tisings together, white thera are thse
ciements ef great possibilibies in tise new lino,
thera are aise aerions difiloulties in tise wa.y ef
premoting thse abject in view; but if tise pro-.
sent venture asonld fait, tvhich, however, ia
net in anticipation, it would net be on acoont
et lack ef a future, but owing te untavourable
conditions which at tise meet are temporary
and excoptienal in their nature. It beiseoves,
therefore, ail truc Cenadians te tise tiseir
utmoat, endeavours te ostâbliash on a permanent
busis, what, without eny doubt, ist8 gi
with great tisinge for Canada and tue Empire.
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