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A PROMINENT lumberman of Quebecis Mr. John
S. Murphy, of Levis. In the winter scason he
spends less or more tnne in Toronto and certam sections
of Ontario. [In conversation a few days since he said:
“All this year's cut of logs in the woods of Quebee has
already been sold.  The bulk of the timber will go to
the Liverpool market. Prices with us are better in
Europe than m the United States. Our trade with
South America is also developing, and we are anticipat-
ing, in a short time, that tins will be large enough to
make the United States market a matter of mdifference
to us.” -
* % % %

“Despite the McKinley bill,” said Mr. Shortreed, of
Shortreed Bros., Hillsdale, Ont., *we are shippiny large
quantities of cedar poles to the United States.  FFor the
better quahty of poles the Americans have got to come
to Canada. Shipments of poorer stock, of course, have
been reduced. \We handle hardwoods nearly altogether
and trade 1s very good. We ship principally to the
states. [ certainly favor free trade in lumber.” =
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“ Lumber business is very satisfactory,” remarked Mr.
Gray, formerly of Hastings & Co. * This has been an
active winter in the woods, and things will hum this sum-
mer around the mills. Undoubtedly there will be a goad
many logs rafted to Michigan, but our own mills will do
lots of cutting. Prices are good. We have reason to
Le pleased with lumber conditions as they are o day,
after the dull period that we had passed through, aud |
hope things may be allowed to remain in this shape.”

* ¥ * %

“We would prefer no export duty on logs,” savs Mr.
T. H. DeCew, manufacturer of hardwood Ilumber,
Essex, Ont., *and are hoping, and beheve, the change
in the admmstration 1 the United States will bring
about in the near future closer trade relations between
the two countries. | do not think it 1s policy for our
government to do anything that might hinder the
bringing about of thus result. I noticed it statement in a
recent LUMBERMAN that the Essex mulls have put in
2,500,000 feet of logs. This refers only to Mr. Naylor's
mill. T have a stock for my Essex mill of 3,500,000,
besides 2,500,000 at my Colchester mull, making a total
of 9,500,000, for Mr. Naylor and wmysclf. This has
been one of the finest winters for moving stock we have
bad in fifteen years.”

* * %

Robert Batty, a Canadian woodsman, and now work
ing in Oregon, writing to a former friend and school-
mate, says- “I scaled one log 13 feet long that made
2,600 feet of lumber and another the same length tha
contained a little over 2,400, 1 have scaled dozens of
the same length with 1,600, 1,%0 and 2,000 feetin them.
The timber here is very tall and large. It is no tiouble
to get from 250,000 to 300,000 feet of lumber off one
arre L know of one icre from which was <ut 289,000
feet actual measurement.  In timber like what I have
mentioned the catters go through it and fell all the trees
they can without felling them across each other to dam
age them: then when the logs are cut and hauled ont
they go over it again and so on until all the timber is
taken out  We had pretty fair weather all last summer
and up to the middle of November  then we had three
weeks of very wet weather and alittle snow. ‘Then we had
cool dry weather up to 215t December, when it snowed
over 3% feet in two days.  Onthe 25thand 26th Decen
ber it rained and took all the snow off.  For four weeks
we had fine bright weather, then it commenced to snow
again and snow fel’ every day for two weeks, and now it
is raining again.  “The coldest weather we hase had this
winter was 18 degrees above zero.”

Mr. I'. O, Byram, of Grand Fails, N, 13,15 not ple sed
with “A’S" teference i the last LUMBERMAN to the small
null wmen of the countty, Local mlling,  says M,
Byrain, “is needed o meet the wants of the famers and
pronects of the country. Tt would bea by nistake for
the countny to encourage o« monopoly m lumber at the
cost of local milling, enterprise, Are we to ke away
the ket for o fumers, and worse sull, drive ow
childien o seeh cmployment elsenhere:  Mr. Flupps
observations in the sime LUMBERMAN are, to my way
of thinking, apt to leave o decwdedly wrong impiession,
He says the cnting and hauling of the logs out of the
woods is the main work of lumbering, and he would
minimize the work of cutting these logs mto lamber.
The manufacturing of tumber consists not alone m cut-
ting the logs into boads and scanthing.  If encourage:
ment is given to home manufacturers it means that these
baards will be planed, tongued, grooved, and a thousand
and one artides made out of the lumber.  More than
this activity, n the mill means activaty i the foundry
and the machine shop.  Force the small sull men to
go out of business and you will curtail the output of
every manufactuver of mill machmery of whatever kind
in the Dominion.  The evil is far reaching.”

* % % %

“Itis all nonsense,” said Mr. N. C. Dyment, of Barne,
Ont,, “to talk of a lumber combine. What does it mean:
Simply that if such were the case, a lot of Amernicans
would cume wer here and purchase himuts, off which
they would cut and ship logs. Now, does 1t seem
reasonible that the lumbermen of Canada, who arc here
on the ground, and who know just about as much about
the value of our limits us any American, would permit
any such scheme to mataure? The lambermen of Canada
are nuw the owners of all these lunits, and if there 1
anything in them i is ot likely due they wie gong o
let the Yanhees pull thie wool over thar eyes and get the
advantage.  The fact of the mater 15, that no such pro-
pusition has Leen niade aud so far us T hnow there s v
reasont to idhe i 1 quite agice tiom a Canadian jum-
bernaw's standpuiut with the Dowimon Goseinment
their action intefusing to 1eplace the eaport duty.  If
we put on our duty of $t agan the Ainerican govern-
ment would at once ddap on the old daty of $4 per
thuusand on cut lamber, and this would practcally shat
us out of their market for our wanafuctured lamber, It
15> trae that there are two uulls vn the noth shore of
Georgran bay shut dowi now, but 1 contend that of the
duty was rcamposed they would all shat down. [l
only feature that 1 sce which we want improved is that
our govermment should endeavor to have the remaming
31 per thuusand tax tcanved on ndanafactured lumba

gomg into the United States.”

* o* % %

Mu L 0L Llsemore, tepresentatine of several large
Michigan lamber fitins, has been doig some prospect-
ing i the Georguan Bay aad other nonthern lumber sec
tions.  During his sty ia Toronto he makes his head-
quaters at the Walker, e considers the rumors of a
big combine of Canadian and Amaican lambermen as
mere newspaper talk.  Mr. Elsemore had a hand in the
purchase of L300,000 of tnbear hits from MArthar
Bros., of Touronto, in the carly fall of last year. These
hunits are now beng worked by their Amencan owners.
“We have had tlas winter,” sad Mr. Elsemore, “you
men, all Canadiens, i vur eiploy,  The matenal and
supplics for our seveateen cunps was ol hought in Can-
adu. This expenditure ought to be of some benefit to
Canada. - Spuahing of the present agitauon for a1e-un-
position of the log duty Mi. Lisemore sud. "It would
not drive Ametican hurbermen ot of Canada.  They
could let their timber stay there until the tax was re-
moved agan. No dues are payable unul the trees are
cute Jtwon't puy Canada to discourage American in-
vestinents hicice Last year we umpted from your sude
1,4u0,000,000 feet of tunber. OF thatsmount 1, 100,000,-
wo e fion Untanio. Now, dues it benelit you ar
not to sell us that tumber: s far as Im coneerned |
dont belicve i these two countries beny dinided up by
« hitde pateh of wate, 1 say of we have anything to
sell and you want i, come vver, buy u, pay for w and
tahe it anay. 1 you have anything we want Tet us do
the same without auny interieren ¢ from custains oftiers,
I think things are leiching that way, too, all the ume.”
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A TALK WITH WORKINGMEN.
By b
N L of the arguments sometimes used for a reduction
m the hours of labor 1s that workmpmen may have
mare tme for self inprovement and educaton, Itis by
no means cartam that this spaie time, of secured, would to
any large eatent, he used i this menaner,  Fhe men who
are to-day unproving their opportumues, despie the
hours jven to manual occupation, would appreciate, and
no doubt wisely use, these addional hours,  The men
who spend their time now i ways that are neither
healthful nor mproving from a moral or ntellectual
point of view woald inmany cases only estend the dis-
sipation of valuable tme as a result of extia time on
their hands.  This, however, opens an interesting field
of labor discussion, that we shall not follow further at
the present time,

This much will be agreed to by all thoughtful men,
whetlier the end s accomplished m eight hours or ten
houts, or under even less favorable arcumstances, that
the workingman who eapects to attain success in s work
must read and study at leist on the lines of his particu-
lar vocation.  If one is sausfied to dnft with the tide
and be a nobody among the multitude of nobodies in
his calling, he need not trouble himself about hooks or
opportunities for intellectual calture. The many en-
quiries, howes er, that come to a jounal of the character
of the Lumprman, asking what books one may read with
most profit 1o a working mechanie anaious to become a
better mechanie, makes clear that there are scores of
workingmen sincerely desirous of  self-inprovement.
Nothing i the work of an editor gives him greater
pleasure than the opportanity to answer such enquiries
and perhaps give @ word of counsel that will prove an
Mspiratiun to some worthy seeker after knowledge.

Of course there are thuse ready with objecuons to
sugpestions such as we lave heie ginen eapression to.
But the hon and the adder are ever i the way of the
man who does not want wdo a thing.  Sume remarks
on this puint have tecently appeared in the columns of
@ trade contempurary and we give them o place here as
pat 1o the subject under discussion, and exceedingly prac-
tical. * With many of us, reading 1s largely a matter of op-
portanity , some think they Lick the means of procurning
Lovks, or more frequently stlly, imagine that they have
not the time neeessary for the mastery of the helpful
volumes.,  If one would stop 1o consuder but for a4 mo-
ment, however, the amount of money we spend for
LIgars, aimuscinents, cte., we would soon find that we
could easily accumulate ain a4 years tuue a sufficient
amount tobe able to i estin amce e hibrary. 1 do not
wmean to deprive oneself eourely of amuscinents, because
it s easy to realize that “all work and no play makes
Jack a dull boy.” If we would, nevertheless, stop to
consider the great benefit derived from a mechantcal
hibrary, and the possible inurease o salary by reason of
mtelhgent use, or, at least, the bemy able to accom-
plish a day’s work with @ greiater amoum of case, we
would cettanly prodit by it far more in the end.

*It frequently happens that the taste or appreciauon
for what 15 adviancing and ennobling m luerature of this
kind s lacking.  This as the heaviest bolt on the gate of
knowledge; for no amount of recommendation can give
one interest in a book, and in memal as well as in phys-
il food we are prohited only by what we assumlate.
But 1t 15 just for those who feel both longing and himita-
uon that this arucle 1s wnitten—-sumply to act ats a finger-
post nchcaunyg m what direction mental culture may be
rcached. Bear in mind also that there are “passing”’
hooks and “lasung books.  I'his we have more or less
all of us experienced in books writen i the form of
romance, ficuon, novels, ete.  The same thing holds
good on mechamcal hterature.  Une cannot eapect to
tind the same amount of help i the books of the day as
m the books for all tme.  Agmm, the manner of reacing
will differ. The one kind furmshes comparatively casy
reading, because more on the level of our own knowledge
and expenence--but the latest book should not occupy
the tine to the exclusion of the older authors, who often
mive you thew thought more by way of reward than of
help, just as nature does not spread her gold upon the
surface, but lets us search and dig, or crush the rock to
wet the precious ore. e must do some reading that
requires thought atnd labor.”



