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Awmeag the Besks,

There is an atmosphere of culture
about the man or woman who has
lived for years in close cotmpanionship
with good books for culture dosr not
consist in dsinty manner or . iper
cilious mrs. Booiety which is » ocon.
spiracy of fools fashions and refined
hardness of heart has not the gift of
truy oulture and reflnvment within it.
True refinement and culiure conuist in
s steaightforward and unaffested de-
poriment that is ever the samoe to all

ns high and low. It will never

isell in contact with wiocked-

ness nor will it be exalied with the

thought of superior virtues or intelli.
genoe.

Nex: to the ssoraments of Qod's
Holy Church apecislly institutel s«
gilts of divine grace and the manua of
prayer nothing will so enunoole the soul
as the spiritual cotupanionship of good
books. They will not take the place
of religion as Matthaw Arold would
have un belicve whien he placed litera-
ture above dogina aud creed. No per-
son would go for oonsolation to the
dramatic oharacter in Shakespero—to
Othello or Iamlet or frutus, or the
goda in Homer when wounded to the

eart with the poignant arrows of grief.
}'ot assuredly :lhen;‘ is a oon:in go::l‘
or sorrow within the pages of a
book—an ocean where we may lose
sight and sound of the uproar and up.
braiding of the worldly shore and
wrap our wearied spirits in the depths
and hues of the infinite deep. How
rich then is the man who lLias good
books for daily companions! The
whole world may turn from his door
yet has he a society stable and true
which no breath of envy or scandal
oan break up.

“ God be thanked for books 1" says
Channing. * They are the voices of
the distant and the dead and make us
heirs of the spiritual life of past
Books are the true levellers. They
give to all who will faithfully use them
the society, the spiritual presence of
the best and greatest of our race. No
matter how poor I am, no matter
though the prosperous of my own time
will not enter my obecuro dwelling.
If the sacred writers will enter and

take up their abode under my roof, if | 1*P®

Milton will eross my threshold to sing
to me of Paradise and Shakespere to
open to me the worlds of imagination,
and tho workings of the human heart
and Franklin to enrich me with his
practioal wisdom, I shall not pine for
want of intellectual ocompenionship
and [ may become a cultivated man
though excluded from: what is called
gubut sotiety in the place where I
".O’

Speaking of society and class dis-
tinetion reminds me of s paragraph
which appears in Hamerton’s “ Ans-
tocracy and Democracy.” ¢ Class-

it,” says Hamerton, * is odious in®
he narrow-minded, pompous, selfish,

sonn of the people were mads b
Almighty God to be his lackeys

thei daughters to be his mistresses ;
it is odious also to the full as odious

erat who cannot bear to see sny ele-
ganoe of living or grace of manner or
culture of mind above the range of his
own capacity or his own purse.”

thing. It means the reign of the peo-
ple; but when the people forget that
all power and m\rz:t prooeed pri-
marily from God, then it becomes

reign of the devil. I once heard s

man sirike off ezireme democracy in
this fashion : ‘A litdle vulgar thi
which puts its fest on your centre
table and drinks your wine.”
To relarn from my jon I
ngudsh'nhforgood ing and a
it as the

Besides, & man whoso life slopes
intelleclualwards has no time for
the petty things of life. Hisn mind
is too regal for vulgar mubjects. lHe
has no time tu nose around in the
back kitohen or pantry of his neigh-
bor's character to look for soiled or
unwashed spots. His daily compan.
ionship with good books has been o
noblo that he oannot descend to the
level of proletarian minds and share
in their vulgar and debasing il of
fare. e chiooses to siv at the ban.
quet of great minus and eat of the
honey and bread of truth. Conversa-
tion is the truest key to & man's char.
acter—iruer than the scul’s cowposi.
tion charsdter upon the face or the
brain's rioting and ridging upon the
head. Whatever holds the soul in
thrall will be upparmost in conversa.
tion. Little minds give out little
couversation. Men'sactions aro shaped
by their soul thought. No man acts
nobly who does not think nobly.
When I meet & mind great and gener-
ous and kindly and charitable I know
that an eternal banquet of truth and
beauty has been its dower and that it
holds the key to every chamber in that
divinely-appointed and glorious man-
sion, the Soul.

. Do souls grow strong through read-
ing ? Some do but very many do not.
Uuless the spiritual eloment in a book
be amimilated, all reading is well nigh
useless, Do Quincey says there are
two kinds of litersture—literature of
knowledge and literature of power.

But few, a chosen few, have litera-
ture of power. Nearly all the liters.
ture studied 1n our schools and uni
versities is a literaturs of knowledge—
80 that a wise student of literature will
pay no attention to examinations, hon.
ors or medals. You will sometimes
hear it said ** so and so is very clever.
He won a medal in English.” It often
happens that the medal is the death of
that studeat. He began by traelling
the intellectual plaze alone and now
that lie had trodden it for four or five
ears hie sves no other world around

im. To him poetry has no higher
meaning than the thought which
articalates it. He takce his place and
rank among intellectual scholars and
mmeasures every thing by their common
line from a lyric of Burna to an
epic of Dante. When you hear men
rating poets and poetry like stock in a
market be sure too that the contagion
of a sad degeneracy in literary culture
has set in and is hard by the hem of
Your garment and if you would save
Your soul from its benumbing effect
feek a quarter more oongenial to
apiritusl power and thought.

Tuomas O'Havan.
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el of, and alos found it of great
virtee i: canee a".’-:-. bronchitis and

THE BARBER'S STORY.

ING BROUGHT OY KIDNEY
TROURLE,

Toreed (0 Quit Work and Yeared That Ne
Woald Mave to Wrep Nis Trade- Wan
e ot Lasi Feund a Cure,

Prom the Brulford Bearon
Among the residents of Steatlord there ie
probably none better kuown or more highly
respected than Mr, James K. Smith, the
Oatario atreet tonsorial artiet. Mr. Smith
{s aleo wall kuown ia Toronto, in which city
he wotked for several yearsin a Yonge atroet
barber ehop! To a reporter of the Beacon,
who is & customer of his, the affable barber
recently told of his recuvery from a late very
ssvers iliness. He had, he sald, for some
yoars been afflicted with 2 weak back, so
much 00 that ut times 1f he stopped he could
ot regain am upright position unaseisted,
and se for liftiog anything, that was out of
the questioa. ‘' For years,” to use Mec.
Swmith's ows worde, ** I could ot ocarry a
scattle-full of coal.” He had, 20 the
shy.knu whom he ooneulted told him,
lscane of the kidneys, but ﬂu{ failed to
cure him, He grew weak at length and
rapidly lost fleeh. Quite frequently he
would be olliged to give up work for » wesk
sad take to his bed. He lost his appetite,
was ‘clo and o0 unnerved that he couid not
posaibly hope to contiue longer at his trade.
** (Customers of the barber shop,” he remark-
ed, *'do not care to he shaved by & man
whoee hand trembles.”” He had been in bad
for some time undergoi-g treatment when
one moraig his wife said to him, * Jim, I've
got a new medicine I want you to try.” It
was Dr. Williams' Pink Pills she had, He
ohjected 40 mare medicine, aa invalids will
do, but atlength as secsible men uanally are,
he was guided by his wife. ** But mind
you, he awid, ** 1 had wo faith ia the pille; I
ouly took them to please my wife.” It waz
fortunate he did 0, for he was soon back at
work and after taking sevetal boxea of the
medicine waastroager thas he had been for
several years. Withia two moeths after
begimning to take Pink Pilla he felt like a
pew man and be galned over twenty pounds
in welght. There is certanly no healthier
locking wman in the city to-day thau Mr.
Smith. Sinoce his restoratiin to health by
Dr. Williame' Pink Pilla he has recommended
the remedy t0 many of his friends and has
yot %0 hear of a case where the remedy
taithfully tried was found waiting. Inceses
like that of Mr. Smith, Pink Pills furnish o
spoedy and effective cure, as indoed they
do in all cases dependent upon a poor or
watery condition of the blood or impaired
nervous forose. Dr. Williame' Pink Fills
cure when other mediciass fail. Sold by all
dealers or seat by mail post-paid at §) cents
a box or six boxes for “.‘.50 by addressiog
the Dr. Williams' Medicine., Brockville,
Out, oc Schemectady, N. Y. Under vo
clecumetamoes are the gennine Pink I'ills sold
in bulk, but emly in boxes, the wrapper
sround which je printed in red ink and
bears the full e mark, ¢ Dr, Williame'
Piak Pille for Pale People.” Pills offered in
suy other form, 20 matter what oolor. are
worthless imitations,

THE TENPERANCE AND
General Lifo Assarance Co.

OFFERS THE

Best Plans and Rates
And the Most
Desirable Forms of

Life Tnarance Obainable,

For desired taformation y 90 an Agen,
of the Company o¢ %o the y

H. SUTBRRLAN".
anager.
HON. G. W. K088,
President.
Haap Ormcs : Masaing Aroade, Torouto

A. T. HERNON.
BUTOHER 1 PURVEYOR

YINEST QUALITY OF MEATS.

BEEF, MUTTON, PORK, VEAL, LAMB
- AWD ~—
Poouest axv Vsasrantes 1x Srason.
268 CHURCH STRERT
Telephons 3181,

““BOECKH'S BRUSHES
BROOMS.

Atways Bebiable and as Beprecanted,

R. 5, WILLIANS & SO,

Church
Pipe
Organs

Finishied Ready for Delivery.
2 at 82,000, 2 at 81,200,
2 at 700, 4 at $500.

R, S. WILLIAYS & SON,

143 YONGE ST., TORONTO.

CUTLERY.

FULL LINES IX
Joseph Rodgers & Sons,
Geo. Butlers & Co's.

“MADRAS”

TABLE AND POCKET CULERY

RICE LEWIS & SON,

(LIMITED,)
Cor. King & Yictoria Sts, Toronto

S1ar Lt Asstrance Sciay

OF ENGLAND,
ESTABLISHED 1843,

Assets, 318t Dec,, 1803, . . $17 500,000.00

Annual Income 2,770,000 00
Awsurancoe in Force, ** . . . 65,000,100.00
Invested 1n Causda, ¢ . . . 1,600,000.00

Money Loaned on the security of Church property,
at low zates of 1ntorost,

The attention of Clensyiucn 1s respetfully asked to
the various Endowment Vlana of the ety, a8
tho beet form of 1t catinent for the Juturs.

For information as tv LOYANS, ASSURANCE or
AGENCIES, addreas Hcad nithee tor Canada,
29 RICHMOND ST. WENT,
Toroxt0,
J. FRITH JEFFERS,
Becretary for Canada

ADNINISTRATORS' NOTICE

To Crediters of John Noonan, late ot the
City of 1erente, laborer, deceased,

OTICE 18 HEREBY GIVEN pur.
IN Tauant to to R.S. O.cap. 110 that
creditors and others having claims aguinet
the estate of the above named John Noovan
who died on or about the 7th day of Novem.-
borlSNmrcquhl:ed :lo d.em&r .ie:;:l‘by
to the undersj ministra.
tl:.: %p.:fwlidwn aatatement in writin
ocoutainiog their names, addresses, and ful
lars of their claums with vouchers if
any, duly verified by statutory declaration
oa or be{on the 1st day of February 1895,
after which date the said administrators
will procsed to distribute the aseets of the
said detate amonget the parties entitled
thereto baving regard only to the claima of
which they shall then have notice and the
will not be liable for any claim of wi
they shall not have had notice at the time of
such distribution.
Dated at Toroato this 20th day of Decem-
ber, A.D,, 19N
The Trusts Corporation of Ontario, Ad-
ministrators, of the Estate of Jokn Nooman,

B
’ANGLIN & MALLON,
South-West corner of Adelaide and Vic-
toria Strests, Torouto, their soliciters hacein,

DUNN'S
BAKING
POWDER

THECQOK'SBEST FRIEND

LARGESYT SALE 1N CANADA.
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and we Wil
muwu.‘-y.-ﬁﬁ

Torvieh the work and beech you fusy
sa h~l‘l:l::ll"y wb::yoﬂmwz.y:..g.“
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