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The more just the advocate's perception
of the relative value of the tbings, the
quieker hîs sense of the ridiculous, the
less inclined will lie be to sympathize
witli his client, and to indulge in that
inflated style whtich the latter would him-
self use. Hence, lie miay a»pear to the
parties interested, cold and indifferent,
when in fact be lias adopted the only
course tliat would save hlmn frein the
open ridicule of the court and jury.

Perliaps no man ever entered more
entirely into the feelings of lis client tlian
Erskine. The fear of compromising lis
,dignity by appearing deeply interested in
trivial matters, lie never felt; witliout
passing over the limits prescribed by good
taste lie was ever earnest and impassionate.
Tbis warmth and sensihility, wbile they
gave burn tliat influence over aj ury wliich
earnestness always exerts, preserved hîm
fromn those mere eratorical displays whiclb
men of colder temperament are apt to
make. In all bis pleadings he neyer
introduces a topie te show bis ewn learn-
ing or elequence. There is ne brilliant
declamatien, cemposed in the closet and
tlirown in for the purpose of exciting the
admiration of tlie audience. Every thing
seems naturally te atrise froin the subj oct,
andl tends te help forward the argument.
Hie speaks just as lie would have spoken
had lie been arguing lis ewni cause, neyer
nsing those gaudy decoratiens, or seeking
these faniciful illustrations wbich suggest
themselves only te the cool and indiffer-
ent mmnd. Notliing can be more striking
than the contrast in thjs respect betWeen
bima and Sir James Mackintosh. Sir
James, when at the bar, neyer lest siglit
ef bimself. Between himself and bis
client tiiere was a great guif fixed, wliich
lie could neyer bridge ever. Ris famous
oration in bebaif of Mr. iPetien was a
learned, inigenieus, and in some parts
elequent performance;ý but mnucli of it
would bave found quite as apprepriate a
place in bis lectures on the law of nations.
So little connexion had it witli tlie im-
mediate subject-matter cf the prosecution,
that Nfr. Potien is said te have cemplaini-
ef bitterly that lie was sacrificed te the
personal vanity of the advocate.

There is, it must bie confessed, seine-
thing a littie ludierons in the spectacle of
a mian pleading witliftie greatest velien-
ence and energy in defence cf tliose inter-
estâ whieh ire would bave attackeul with

equal vehemence andi energy had lie been
retained upen the other side. To super-
ficial observers, tisis earnestness and
apparent caonviction of the goodness cf bis
cause seeni feigned, yet wc sec ne reason
te deulit that iii the great majority of
cases lie is perfectly sincere. Hie acts
under tihe guidance cf a princîple whicli
geverns te a greater or less degree the
conduct cf every man. lEvery day men
argue in support cf opinions whlîi they
have adopted witlient mature consider-
ation. fie whe strives te cenvince an-
other of the truth cf aîîy proposition, liow-
ever unsuccessfully, almost always ends
by cernincinghlimself. M1any areligions
and political disputant lias beceme, by the
force cf bis ewn reasoniing, 'a convert te
those doctrinses whichlie at first defended
enly in sport. With thec advocate it is a
inatter of entire indifféerence w liel side lie
espouses. ier ean this indifference bie
charged upon liî as a serions offence ; it
is but rarely possible for hinm to know in
advance tbe merîts or deincrits of bis cause;
and when, by tlie exaînissation cf witness-
es, the facts fully appear, bis feelings are
tlien toc lnchi enlisted to allow lini to
weigli the arguments witli impartiality.
Like the soldier on tlie -battle-field, lie is
but ili flttcd, in the ardenr cf the con-
test, for a calm investigation whethcr it is
net possible that be niay be figliting on
the xvreng side.

With thejudge tie case is entirely dif-
feront. lie sits as a mederator-one
who moderates andi restrains tie warmath
cf the centending parties. It is bis duty
te sum up, impartially and dispassionate-
ly, the arguments on both sides. There
is ne siglît in the universe cf greater moral
snblimity than that of an able,' upriglit
and impartial judge sitting on tbe seat of
j udgment. Rlis clear and ca pacious intel-
lect diseîîtangles tlie most conîplicated
and intricate questions. H1e penetrates,
at a glance, tlirough the subtile sophistries
cf the advocate. With a word lie dissi-
pates the speli whicb bis ingenious and
seemingly unanswerable reasoning bas
tbrown over the minds cf the jury. lie
lifts the veil from successful villainy, and
illumines tlie darkest rece;sses of crime
witb a flood of lîglit. Persecuted innc-
cence reposes at bis feet in safety. The
bigli and the low, the ridli and tlie poor,
in bis siglit, as in the sigbit cf the great
Judge, are all equal. It is not be himself


