34 NO REFUGE BUT IN TRUTH

The life of the late Mr. Chamberlain
was evidently happy as well as good. That
of his son, I have no doubt, is the same
But of the lot of the myriads whose lives,
through no fault of their own, are, or in
the course of history have been, unhappy,
often most miserable, what is to be said ?
[f for them there is no compensation, can
we believe that benevolence and justice
rule the world? If the world is not ruled
by benevolence and justice, what is our
ground of hope?

The negative conclusion rids us, it is
true, of the Dantean Hell, which paints
the Deity as incomparably worse than the
worst Italian tyrant, and, as it is to be
everlasting, concedes the final victory to
evil.

We discard all ghost stories and spirit-
ualist apparitions as at most signs of a
general eraving. We resign all reasoning
like that of Butler, who deseribes the soul
as indiscerptible, assuming that it exists
separately from the hody. Nor can we be
said to have anything that bears the char-
acter of Revelation. That the Founder of




