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what fliall be matter of faft ; and of fuch things

-as have a£>ually happened to me, or come to my
own knowledge, in the Tphere of life, in which it

has been my lot to be placed. Not, but I hope I

may be allowed, now and then, to carry on my
• narrative from the informations I have received of
fuch things as relate to my dcfign, though they have

not been done or tranfa£ted in my prefcnce.

It being iifual in narratives like this, to give «
Ihort account of the author's birth, education, and
juvenile exploits, the fame being looked upon as a
•necefTary, or at leaft fatisfaftnry piece of informa-

'tion to the curious and inquifitive reader ; I fliall,

without boaAing of a family I am no way intitled

-to, or recounting adventures in my youth, to which
J was entirely a ftranger, in a (hort manner, gra-

tify fuch curioHty; not expeOing, as I faid be-

fore, to be admired for that elegance of (lile and
profuHon of words, fo univerially made ufe of in

details and hiAories of thofe adventurers, who have

of late years obliged the world with their anecdotes

and memoirs ; and which have had fcarce any other

cxiftence than in the brains of a boQkieller*s or

printer's Garreteer ; who, from fewer incidents,

and lefs furprizing matterthan will be' found in this

ihort narrative, have been, and are diaily enabled,

to fpin and work out their elaborate performances

to three or four volumes. That I, like them, pub-

Ji(h this for liipport, is true; but as I am too lend-

ble, the major part of mankind will give much
more to a bookleller, to be in the tafliion, or fa-

tisfy their curiofity, in having or reading a new
puffed up hillury or novel, than to a real objeft oT

jdillrefs, for an accurate and faithful account of 4
feries of misfortunes, I have thought it mor€. ad?

^vi^eable to confine myfclf as to fize and price, th^Q

iij making a larger volume, mil's that a^iflaRCi^
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