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will agree with Captain M'Clintock in believing that all

hope is now at an end of finding any one living of

the unfortunate crews of the Erebus and Terror. With
respect to the existence of abundance of animal life on

King "William Land, the fact that only forty natives in

all were found living on that island by Captain M'Clin-

tock, ought to be pretty conclusive ; and, furthermore,

had game been plentiful anywhere within a hundred

miles of the Erebus and Terror, it is not likely that those

poor fellows would have quitted their ships in a season

80 rigorous, and so long before the Great Fish Eiver

would be open for navigation. "We should be the last to

say this if there were a shadow of foundation for further

hope, either to save life or to obtain such records as would

throw more light on the labours and zeal of those gal-

lant ships* companies.

As those men fell in their last sad struggle to reach

home, their prayer must have been that their country-

men might learn how nobly they accomplished the task

they had voluntarily undertaken. That prayer has been

granted. As long as Britain exists, or our language is

spoken, so long will be remembered and related the

heroic fate of the crews of the Erebus and Terror, and

how they died in the execution of their duty to their

Queen and country.

THE END.
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