
2l8 AN ACCOUNT
Firjly To give every pofliblc encourage-

ment to agriculture, manufactures, and

commerce, as tending to increafe popula-

tion, which wife men, in every age, have

pronounced to be the real riches of a

ilate. •
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Secondly^ To pay altentiou to thofe parts

of the united kingdom, particularly m the

north, that have been folong neglected, from

an illiberal policy, national prejudice, or the

difadvantages of their local fituation ; to give

life to agriculture. * and manufactures,

* A more partial or abfurd tax vr^is never laid

than that upon coals in Scotland. All that are fent

beyond a certain diftance from the collieries pay a

heavy duty, while thofe that arc confumcd near at

hand pay nothing. This accounts, m a great de-

gree, for the prefcnt nnimproved Hate of mofl: of

the lands in the northern parts of that kingdom,

which have abundaace of limeftone to manure
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