
WACOTTSTA, OR, THE PROPHECY.
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signs as if in demand for a parley. The officers, headed l.y [Major Black >vater
now become the commandant of the place, immediately ascended the rampart
when the stranger was at once recognized by (JaptaiM de Ilaldimar for the
young Ottawa, the preserver of his life, and the avenger of the deaths of
thOiK. they mourned, in whose girdle was thrust, in seeming pride, tho richly
mounted dagger that oflBcer had caused to be conveyed to him throa"-h his
no lees generous sister. A long conference ensued, in the language of the
OttaWiW between the parties just named, the purport of which was of high
momeui to the garrison, now nearly reduced to the last extremity. The
yoang C ief had come to apprise them, that, won by the noble conduct of th«
Knglish, in a late occasion, when his warriors were wholly m their power
Pi^ntsac had expressed a generous determination to conclwle a peace witri ine
nrrison, and henceforth to consider them as his friends. This he had publicly

declared in a large council of the chiefs, held the preceding night ; and the

motive of the Ottawa's coming was to assure the English, that, on this occa-

sion, their great leader was perfectljr sincere in a resolution, at which he had
the more readily arrived, now that his terrible coadjutor and vindictive adviser

v.'as no more. lie prepared them for the coming of Ponteac und the principal

chiefs of the league to demand a council on the morrow ; and, with this final

communication, again withdrew.

The Ottawa was right. "Within a week from that period the English were

to be seen once more issuing from their fort ; and, although many months
elapsed before the wounds of their suffering hearts were healed, still were

they grateful to Providence for their final preservation from a doom that had

fallen, without exception, on every fortress on the line of frontier in which

they lay.

Time rolled on ; and, in the course of years, Oucanasta might be seen asso-

ciating with and bearing curious presents, the fruits of Indian ingenuity, to

the daughters of De Ilaldimar, now become the colonel of the regiment

,

while her brother, the chief, instructed his sons in the athletic and nctive exte^

dses peculiar to his I'ace. As for poor Elkn Halloway, seiffch had been mc4(

l>r her. bat she never was heard of aftem vds.
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