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up on the prairie, and brouglit here for interment. Bigotry added its

mite to the contumely of relatives and friends, and burial was refused

for what the wolves had left of Thomas Simpson. A grave was dug
for him away from those of the good people, and no stick or stone marks
the spot. "No man knows his .sepulchre." Within the last few weeks
I have seen the carpenter who had charge o^ ihe funeral, but he has no
recollection of the spot. Some little clue has been obtained, however,

and it may be that some one who was present may yet be found to

point the place. The expression of fraternal affection was resented

by his superstitious countrymen, and a tablet in brass erected in the

church of his native place was torn down and disfigured.

Several officers of the Hudson's Bay Company have signified their

desire to contribute to a fund for the erection of a monument to Simp-
son, and I may say that any one so disposed may send donations to

Chief Factor McFarlane, care of the Hudson's Bay Company,Winnipeg,
who has consented to act as treasurer for the fund. The Royal
Geographical Society will, no doubt, send a handsome contribution.

No more justly distinguished and able man is connected with the

Northwest, and I am sure I am not astray in appealing to that gener-

osity and quick perception of merit so characteristic of our young
country to revise the record of Thomas Simpson's fate, the record of

his life, and stamp with indelible seal our impression that here was a

life for example ; here a brave and noble spirit ; a name and memory
traduced and neglected, and to place it in that niche of fame which has

.so long been denied it. —Alex, McArthur.

DISCUSSION.

A brief discussion followed. Dr. Bryce agreed with Mr. McArthur
that it would be a laudable thing to make an effort to remove any
.stigma from the memory of a noble and worthy man.

In answer to Prof. Hart, Mr. McArthur stated that superstitious

objections had been made to the burial of Simpson's remains in the

church yard, but as a compromise they were interred beside the wall

on one side.

Mr. K. N. L. Macdonald took an opposite view of the evidence,

and believed that Simpson had murdered his companions and then

committed suicide, in consequence of a strange hallucination that had
taken hold of his mind in crossing the prairie that one of his fellow

travellers might report the results of their expedition to the company
in England before him.

After some further remarks by Judge Ardagh and othaw^ .^M^ tb«
passing of a unanimous vote of thanks to Mr. McArthjji'fijii? Wg( exc6K V \
lent paper, the meeting adjourned.
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