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China’s Unlucky Thirteen
Thirteen Would-be Independent States Constitute China’s 

Drawback—Moral Power Alone Will Make New China 
—McGill Taking Lead in Studying China—World 

Peace, says Chiyiese Authority, Dependent on 
Correct International Conception.

By T. W. Hu, Lecturer, Department of Chinese Studies, McGill University

Napoleon once remarked that “When 
China moves, she would move the 

jj world," and there Is every sign that 
| China has begun to move. Being wat­
ered by the same big oceans as China 
is, Canada can not but have a most 
profound interest in this great move­
ment. As Sir Arthur very well observ­
ed in his speech on Pacific Relations. 
Canada's trade with China has nearly 
doubled itself with the last year or so, 
despite the tumultuous and CfeaOtlC 
conditions in the latter. This single 
fact would seem to speak volumes for 
the importance of the future relations 

I between the two countries.

Canada's interest in China will grow 
in direct proportion to the growth of 
her influence in the Pacific, and 
her interest in the Pacific will grow 

: in direct proportion to the growth of 
her independent nationhood. That her 

! independent nationhood is growing and 
i growing fast is attested by such im- 
! portant facts as her election to the 
1 Council of the League of Nations and 
her exchange of diplomatic representa­
tives with a country of the importance 
of the United Slates. Today Canada is 
one of the most important members 
of the British Commonwealth of Na­
tions; tomorrow she may be the most 

I important member, and what the day 
after tomorrow will reveal is rather 
hard to tell, but I venture to say that 

I it will not be at all astonishing if she 
should cut herself entirely loose by a 
peaceful revolution from her already 
nominal affiliations with the British 
Empire. If Edmund Burke was right 
in saying that the Thirteen American 
Colonies along the Atlantic seaboard 
were born an independent country in 
view of their great size and self-suf- 

| ficient position, how much more perti- 
I nent would the remark be in its appli­
cation to Canada today, a country 

I with one of the world’s richest plains 
in its possession and one of the world's 
brainiest peoples within its fo’d and 
which has traversed a great part if 

I the North-American continent from the 
j Atlantic to the Pacific. It may still be

million and one other interests—has1 killed half of mankind; and it shall 
kill no more! I do not for a moment 
underestimate the importance of econo­
mic interests, but may they not ac­
crue to us Incidentally and naturally 
from our understanding of each other's 
position, of each other's problems, uf 
our each other's cultural background?! 
Instead of fighting to guard and in-1 
crease our economic interests, would! 
it not be possible for us to co-operate! 
so as to get all our mutual desires! 
satisfied and have peace withal?

Misunderstanding Caused 1840 War
If we only had had breadth enough 

to understand each other's thinking
processes, most of the wars in modern
history might have been avoided. To I 
take a familiar illustration, around the I 
year of 1S40 the Chinese fought their I 
first war with a Western Power, ih I 
this case, Great Britain, as the resuit I 
of their attempt to stop the importa- I 
tion into their country Of that killing I 
narcotic, opium. The Chinese fought 1 
this war of a crusader’s spirit—in the 1 
spirit of Abraham Lincoln, because I 

they were fighting an injurious insti­
tution; but the British fought in order J 
to uphold their princip'e of free trade I 
(the doctrine of free trade as imposed j 
upon China by Great Britain is, of I 
course, a peculiar one). Now. if the I 
minds of the Chinese and of the Bn- I 
tish had not been hystericized by the j 
heat of their controversy, there could I 
have been no war; and if there had I 
been no war, could any one believe that | 
the British gains in China could have I 
been any jess than they are today?-I 
Human beings are just working- at I 
cross purposes all the time like the j 
British and the Chinese in 1840. If I 
we could only get a correct conception 1 
of each other's point of view, the world I 
may yet be well.

It is a lamentable fact that history 
does not reveal even a single instance j 
wherein the political relations of two | 
nations are preceded by a mutual un­
derstanding of eaoh other's culture, j 
Ever since the famous 

j a long long way to Tipperary, but the j mission of the mid-nineteenth century, ! 
j direction in which Canada’s political China has been eagerly seeking know- 
i life is evolving is quite plain and we

Burlingame

ledge about the Western countries and 
the students she has sent abroad count 
by the thousands. In return, the West- j 
ern countries have sent only merchants 1 

j China, of course, is quite a different j and missionaries : the former to graft j 
j country from Canada. But China is j and the latter to teach. It is needless I 
j like Canada In that she also is a na- to say that the grafters

stumbling blocks in the way of in­
ternational good-will, but 
teachers too often come to us with an 
overbearing attitude to teach us 'the 
“superior"’ ways of their own. As our 
Mencius very well said. ' the trouble 
in the whole world comes from man’s 
desire to teach." If the Western peo­
ples can see their way clear to 
trading a little of the Chinese receiv­
ing mood, they may be said to have 
met the Chinese already half way. - 

U.S.A, on Wrong Track 
Of all countries the United States 

has perhaps made the most extensive 
attempt to understand China, but there 
men are too much absorbed in the su­
perficial phenomena of the political 
world, and the college instructors 
sistently refuse to go a step beyond 
and look into the subtle intellectual 

(Continued on page four.)

) have no doubt that it will be success- 
I fully consummated if not arrested by 
| ur.forseen circumstances.

:

a re great
tion of tomorrow. The monster that 
China has to fight against in order ;o 
make herself a completely Independ­
ent nation is necessarily many-headed. 
For instance, she has to get the un- 

! animous. consent of- thirteen nations 
! to be able to raise a penny’s duty on 
j a yard of table cloth, and other such 
i illustrations we need not go into. But 
i the encouraging spectacle of today is 
j that this intolerable regime of foreign 
control Is about to fall: and if the eld­
erly gentlemen in Downing Street and 
in the White House and its nearby ad- 

I junct really belive in what they pvo- 
|l fess. it will fall also by a bloodless 
I revolution. The day for China to come 
I to her own can not he distant. Much as 
|j we may feel discouraged about 
j seeming failure of the Nationalist 
j movement, the ball it has set rolling 
j will not stop until its job is done. The 
moral force it has liberated with the 
Chinese masses is at once tremendous 

I and irresistible, and Is bent upon the 
destruction of evil forces, whether of 

jan internal or external origin. If there 
j is ever to be a new China, this moral 
I power is to make it.

China, Canada’s Friend Now 
The significance of this budding 

| Into completely independent existence 
of two sister-nations on both sides of 

| the Pacific can hardly be overstated.
I The relations between these two coun­

even the
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the per-

tries may be said to begin with a clean 
slate, and if they are to develop along 

| proper lines in the future, we should 
! bring them within our careful control 
and regulation right at the start. This 
is a fact of which the leaders In Cana­
da and in China can not afford to fall 

Such being theto take cognizance, 
case, is it not, therefore, fitting and
proper that McGill University, one of 
the leading pillars of Canada's intel­
lectual life, should take the first step 
In preparing a smooth way for the fu­
ture Intercourse of our two countries? 
The intense and statesmanlike interest 
taken by the authorities of the Uni­
versity in the Pacific relations in gen­
eral and in the Chino-Canadian rela­
tions in particular is doubtless a happy 
augury for our mutual welfare.

The establishment at McGill of a 
Department of Chinese Studies repre­
sents an attempt on the part of the 
Canadian people to understand 
culture, the thinking processes of an­
other people with whom they are sure 
to have increasing intercourse.

the

This
I very fact deserves to be writ large in 
| the calenders of the two countries and
commemorated with bonfire by their 
future generations. It means that the 
Canadian people are not thinking of 
international relations merely in terms 
of the old mighty dollar. The mania 
of tangible interests,—commercial in­
terests, territorial Interests, and one


