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heavy flow of marketings we are in a position
where any serious accident or delay whether
caused by weather or by the exigencies of war
would put us in a very difficuit poàition. The
shipping authorities ha:ve been able to
schedule sufficient tonnage to move the
present supplies, but there is always the risk
of accidents or other delays upsetting these
schedules. But even if sufficient tonnage is
put into our ports, there are physical and
human limitations on the rate of loading at
these ports and there is a very definite limita-
tion on the total available supply of refrigera-
tor cars.

Three weeks ago the whole situation was
difficult and congested. Every departmnent of
this government and of other governments con-
cerned have done their utmost to improve the
position but, while not seriousiy wnrse, the
position is definitely not improved and there
are very real dangers of a backing up of
supplies and movement to a point where actual
spoilage of meat might occur.

For these reasons it bas been decided to
suspend meat rationing, including meatless
Tuesdays, until the congestion in both storage
and transportation is clcared up. However, the
government is fully determined. that to the
extent of our ability the essential requirements
of the United Kingdom and our overseas forces
shaîl be met and it is, therefore, intended that
meat rationing be resumed as soon as such a
course will be helpful. I want to make it
perfectly clear that meat rationing is being
suspended, not abandoned.

In this connection 1 should emphasize that
in order to facilitate the resumption of meat
rationing the systcm of slaughter permits and
the requirement that ail carcasses be stamped
with the permit holder's licence number will
remain in full effect. It is proposed, however,
for the duration of the suspension of rationing
to permit individual farmers to slaughter their
own live stock for sale directly to consumers
without the necessity of their getting a permit
or stamping the meat so sold.

Mr. GRAYDON: If I may ask one question,
having in mind the information which must
be available to the government alone, bas the
parliamentary assistant any idea as to how
long we may expect this suspension to continue
in operation?

Mr. ABBOTT: No; I arn afraid I cannot
give any indication as to how long it may be.
That will depend upon any changes in the
conditions which I indicated in my statement.

Mr. COLDWELL: May I ask if the present
price structure is to remain?

Mr. ABBOTT: There is no change in the
price ceiling.
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Hon. J. E. MICHAUD (Minister of Trans-
port) moved that the bouse go into committee
of supply.

Mr. C. E. JOUNSTON (Bow River): Before
you leave the Chair, Mr. Speaker, there is a
matter I should like to bring to the atten-
tion of the government, having to do with a
situation which exists in my part of the
country, especially in the Drumheller valley.
I have received several telegrams and a num-
ber of air mail letters in the last day or so,
most of which I think are copies of originals
whicb were sent to the Prime Minister (Mr.
Mackenzie King). The situation is that in the
Drumheller valley and other mining areas of
Alberta more than haîf the miners have been
unemployed since February 1. The people
are becoming very much disturbed, and I
have been asked to bring thîs matter to the
attention of the government as quickly as
possible.

It seems amazing that at this time, when
we are making great proposals for post-war
reconstruction, when the Prime Mînister has
promised that after' the war everyone who can
work and is willing to work will have a job,
we should have a large number of men who
are physically fit and anxious to carry on their
work, in order to help an all-out war effort,
forced out of their jobs. It is estimated that
in the district to which I am referring some
seven hundred miners have applied for unem-
ploymient insurance, and that a number of
them are now receiving that assistance. Not
long ago we asked ahl soldiers who had been
miners to, go baek to the mines, promising
them full employment. At that time a great
many men, were released from the armed
forces to dig coal in the mines, but now these
very men are walking 'the streets of the Drum-
heller district looking for jobs. I arn informed
that between eight hundred and a thousand
of these men received postponement from
military service in order that they might dig
coal; yet now they, together with others, are
thrown out of employment. Is it any wonder
that the people in that district are becoming
greatly perturbed? These men have no pros-
pects even for the future. If that is the best
we have to offer them, when we are supposed
to be carrying on an all-out war effort, what
sort of morale is that going to build Up in
this country? Supposing that next winter
we have to appeal to these men again to go
out and dig coal in order to keep the rest of
Canada warm; what sort of response shall


