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a great misfortune if we were ail of one mind,
if we were ail of a single government group.
A virile opposition is a valuable spur to any
government, and I only wish that the opposi-
tion in this chamber at the present time camne
closer to the number to be found on the
government side of the bouse. I believe that
would be of great advantage to the govern-
ment and to the country at this particular
time.

Mr. DOUGLAS (Weyburn): Time will cure
that.

Mr. COLDWELL: Perbaps it will, but I
arn thinking of the situation at the moment.

Mr. LAPOINTE (Quebec East): Tha-t is
wbere the strengthening is needed.

Mr. COLDWELL: This is a war of
machines; therefore tbe contribution tbat we
can make in tbe industrial field is, I believe,
the best contribution that we can offer at the
present ti-me, and it ougbt to be our principal
effort. But if tbat principal effort is to be
carried tbrougb, as it ougbt to be, tben we
must remember that those engaged in making
tbese macbines, tbose engaged in industrial
labour, are as vital to our war effort as the
men who are at present training in uniform.
We sball make a grave mistake if we do flot
take labour into our confidence at every pbase
of tbe war effort.

I listened, as some others here tbis after-
noon did, to Sir Wal.ter Citrine when bie
add.ressed tbe Canadian club in the Chateau
Laurier so-me time in January. He macle At
abundantly clear tbat tbe reason wby British
labour had foregone some of their old rigbts
and privileges was that tbey had absolute con-
fidence in tbeir leaders and were organized
to the fullest extent. Tbey were tbus able Vo
discuss tbeir affairs witb tbe goverfiment and
witb employers' organizations on an equal
footing, and consequently industrial difficul-
ties tbat arose had been ironed out.

One of our misfortunes is tbat in our
country to-day labour is only partly organized.
I have beard it said that it is n-ot more than
twenty per cent organized. I-t may be more
tban tbat, but in any event iýt is not fully
organized. Ye;t we find tha-t there are
economie Bourbons in Canada wbho are try-
ing to prevent tbe organization of labour. If
they only knew wbere ýtheir own begt interests
lie, -tbey would encourage tbe organization of
tbeir employees in order tha-t there might be
an instrument witb wbicb Vo iron out indus-
trial difficulties. If industrial troubles arise
in Canada in -tbe future, tbey will arise not
fromn 'tbe fully urganized labour gruups, but
from tbe sporadically organized groups witb-
out tbe experience -of tbe great labour

organizations which could give tbem the sort
of advice they ougbt Vo 'bave. If our war
effort is Vo be successful, we sbould see to iýt
'that we do not allow discontent and dissatis-
faction to permeate the ranks of any part of
labour in this country.

One other factor I sbould like Vo mention
in connection wi.tb our war effort is the con-
dition of agriculture. After all, we bave in
Canada several million people who are
engaged in various agricultural pursuits.
To-day their principal product is not needed,
because war has cut us off from the markets
of the world. A short time ago I again saw
huge piles of wbcat lying out under the
snow in tbe part of the wesýt whicb I repre-
sent in this bouse. I know of one man who
bas a pile of wbeat sixteen feet deep, con-
ýtaining over sixteen thousand busbels. Tbere
it lies, covered witb sheaves, out under the
snow. I arn not saying ýthat this is the fault
of the government; I amn pointing out that
men in tbat situation -bave piles of wbeat
but bave not the necessary m-oney witb
whicb to buy tbose commodities tbat are
essential Vo the welfare of themselves and
their families.

I would urge the Minister of Trade and
Commerce (Mr. MacKinnon) and tbe Min-
ister of Agriculture (Mr. Gardiner) Vo let
these men on the prairies know now wbat is
expected of tbem during the ýcoming summer.
Here it is February 24; in less -than eight
weeks in tbe constituency whicb I 'represent
men will be seeding their land. It is noV too
enrly now Vo give thern an indication of what
is Vo be expected of tbem. If we are going
to have a quota system, then let our people
know wbs>t their quotas will be in order that
they may make their plans accordingly; for,
as I have said in this house before and as I
repeat to-day, those quantities of food piled
bigh, wbicb appear to 'be a liability and a
drug upon the market, ere -the war ends rnay
become an incentive to tbe distressed and
starving peoples of Europe Vo rise against
their masters in order that -tbey may re-ceive
a portion of the bounty which nature bas
sbowered upon us. Therefore, in our war
effort we should not overlook agriculture but
should sýee to it that agriculture receives
proper consideration at this -time.

I bave one otber point I want to place
before the bouse. We mnust begin at once
to prepare for tbe conditions that are going
to corne upon this country after the war.
Wben I think of what rnay bappen when
the war ends, it seems almost like a night-
mare. We say we are going to place an
additional three hundred Vhousand men, and
perbaps some women, in industry in the next


