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vote of all the ciectors, especiaiiy in certain
polis? ln a labour division, as in my ewn
constituoncy, where it is weli k-nown that
practieally ail the votors wouid vote for me
-I do nlot say that in any boasting way but
simply bocause they beiong te the Liberal
party-what is there to prevent a man who
bias nothing to lo.-,e from going to the poli
and, sirnply for the purpese of making trou-
ble, forcing everybody to take the oath and
to sign the affidavit, the women as well as
the mon, theroby clogging the polis and ob-
structing the work c)f the roturning officers?
There are certain hours during the peliing
day when more people corne te register their
votes than at some otiior period of the day,
and there may be some voters who wiii bo
unable under the cireumstanr-es to register
their votes.

There is also this fact, tînt there are som-e
people-I know it is so in certain con-
.stituiencies xvho do net like te be forced te
take an affidaxvit. Tiîey have somo sort of
scrupic of conscience about it. They do net
like te give their signature in order te bo
aliowed te vote. My lion. friend from Quebec
West the Solicitor General (Mr. Dupré) knows
that in bis own constitue(ncy tlïere are work,-
men and womcn tee who will net liko this,
and it may make trouble there, a great deal
more than in rny own constituoncy.

M-hy force this thing? It is net donc any-
w-bore else. I do net sec xhy the honest
people, those w-ho haxvc the right te vote,
shouild be inconvenienced in this way hecause
there are some culprits who would corne and
porsenate voters. As I said iast night, these
cuiprits xxill net be prevented from carrying
eut their intention. Tboy can easiiy say they
do net kniow how te sign and thoy wiii mark
a cross. As I said bofore it will inconveniienýee
thie honost voters, and for these two reasens I
arn streng-ly opposod te it. I know that this
xxill net ho a pleasant thing for a large number
cf bona fido voters, and I would liko te know
w-ho is insisting on baving this tbing.

Mr. GUTHRIE: I tbink, Mr. Chairman.
tha,-t the dificulties w-hich rny hon. friend secs
in the adoption of this systoem are iargýely
rnaginary. Very few people are swern at a

po11.

Mr. LAPOINTE: But many might he.

Mr. CUTHRIE: Very few are sworn. My
hon. friend says that if anyone desires te do
se ho migbt plug the poil by insisting on
swoaring- everybody that comes aleng, but
ex onl if ho did, the voters would ail ho able te
registor their -votes betweon oiglit in the mcmn-
ing and six at niglit hocause ne more than

[Mr. Lapointe.]

threo hundred can vote at any poil. Ex-
porionce shows that from ton te twenty swern
is the average. That is from Mr. Castoniguay,
who says that ho wouid have te supply from
ton te twonty fermas. Well, I said, supply
enougb if it passes. I do net tbink anybedy
is going te bc very much hurt if thoy are
asked te sign their narno te an oath. A-t the
prosont timoe tboy cao ho sworn and they take
a verbal oatb, and tho roturning officer entera
their name. It is a very slight tbing te ask
the person making an affidavit, "Please sign
this." That is ail yen have te do. I think
everybody wiil agroo that this is geing te stop
a lot of this personatien.

Mr. POWERl: Net one.

Mr, GUTHRIE: I think everybody wiil
agroc that the bouse sbould stop it, and that
w-e should do everytbing in our power te stop
it. We shouid net strain at imaginary diffi-
cult-ies in order te accompish some great pur-
pose w-hiehi I believe xve shall accompiish if we
pass this clause with this affidavit.

Mr. CHEVRIER: Mr. Chiairman, with tihe
principle, the stoppage of personatien, I am
fuiiy in accord, but I tbink this is a most
unpopular way te go about it. The Ministor
of Justice says ho xxiii nood from twenty te
txxenty-five forms in each poiling booth. If
porsonation gees on oniy te the extont otf some
fifteen or twonty if is hardly wortb while
going te this trouble. Impersonation dees
oxist and the mioniter says; that ho believes
it could ho proventod and that it weuld net
tako mucb tirne. I know that there wiii ho
iearned people, mon of oxporienco who wiil
feel burt te a certain oxtont if challengod in
that. xxay. In certain constituoncios there are
agod poople and illitorate people and if tboy
aro challengod it wili tako a ýcertain longth cf
timo te explain te tbom that tbey have te
mako this affidavit. If it was the ordinary
oatb I xvould ho in accord xxitb it but this
idea of explaining te an agoed woman, te an
old *man or te an ilhlitorate porson xviii cause a
deiay in some cases cf fifteen, tw-enty or
txventy-flve minutes.

Mr. GUTHRIE: Oh ne.

Mr. CHEVRIER: My bon. friend, is a
Lawyer and ho knoxs tba.t w-bon an il.literaîte
person cernes inte a iawyer~s office te sign
an affidavit a full explanation must ho made.
When w-e wore diseussing the affidavits that
was one reasen wby this deciaration wias ieft
eut of the aet. The onumorators going from
bouse te hoeîse weuld bave had te ailt diown
and explain the thing fuîhly te illitorate pger-
sons. Exoryone realizos hoxv long that xxouid


