
[JUNE 18, 1891.]

ELECTION ACT AMENDMENT BILL.

Mr. CA MERON (1-fHtu-on) moved second reading
of Iiill (No. 9) to amîîend the Acts respecting the
clection of imemubers of the louse of Commons.
He said :I was not iii the House last evening,
wheu the ill of the lion. muenher for Brockville
(N. Wool) was muîoved. I undierstanîd, however,
tiat iupon the lion. membe's moving the second
reLliI the N\inister of J ustice indicated his inten-
tion of referring all Bills atemiing the Electoral
law to il select comnillttee. If that is so, i shall
not trouble the House with anîv explliation other
than I.1 gave on the first rieading of the Bill.

Sir JOHN THOMPSON. I stated tlhat there
werie soMe Bills on the paper relating to the- Elec-
tion Act and the Franchise Act which it would be
better to refer to a coimittee, andiliiad ii view
thits lHill as well as sone others. This Bill coittaiis
some features which I object to, and some features
which [ think are embodied iii the present law,
but it also Coitaiis soille provisions wic 1 thiik
ure worthy of the consideration of a icommittee.
If the hon. gentleman t.hinks fit to press it to a
second reading and refer it to the saie committee,
I shal acquiesce.

Motion agreed to, Bill reildthe second time and
referred to the Coummnittee o11 Bill No. 5.

MIEMBERS' NIILEAG E.

Mr. MiULLEN moved second reading of Bill
(No. 43) further to amend the Act respecting the
Senate anid Hiouse of Cominons. Ile said : Ii rising
to inove the secoi reading of this Bill, it is neces-
sary. perhaps, for me to offersoime explanationîs why
1 considerel it necessary to introduce thi.s measIre.
It will be within the recollectioi of hon. mîîemnbers
wlho wvu ueremleiers of the hast Parliamient, that an
boi. gentleman, 1who represented the Conmty of
Shelburne, N.S., had, after lis election, reioved1
to the city of Londoni, in England. (On receivingù
notice that Parliament was about to assemble. lhe
left Lomdn iand came to Ottawa to discharge his
duties for the County of Shelburne. On applyiung
to the pay clerk for his mileage and answering tthe
<piestion as to wliere his mileage was to count fromt,
a treference was made either to the Départment of
-Justice or to somte Minister, and the clerk was
advised that, if the nmmber for Shelburne was sc
disposed, lie was entitled to milhleage froi Londor
to Otta.wa, and that. mileaLge was paid to liimn. At
the time, I objected to the law as it then stood, and
I drew the attention of the (Governmnent to the
inlatter aid a.sked whether they intened to intro-
duce legislation to prevent a repetition of incidents
of that kild. No definite promise was made
that tlev wouli introduce suhei legislation. I Col-
sider that w-hen a mîan is elected as a representttive
of a conîstituency in this Dominion, he shoïld at
least be a resident of the Dominion, and that soml
provisioi shotild be made that, when a man beconies
the representative of a county. lie should not be
periitted to removetoza1 foreirn countrv or to any
part of the worlt outsitde of this Dominion, and b
allowed to draw mlileage froim that point to the city
of Ottawa when lie comes here to tdischarge his duty.
My object is to provide that any senator or mem
ber of the flouse of Coiimons shall be entitled t<
mileage from hisresidence,.which shal be iii Canada.
on coing to Ottawa to liscliarge his duties. That
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of course, requires that lie nust be a re-sident 4)f
fi DJ;: I ' >AA. i i I bf lith L II<L.I tl! l i ti t1idL fa.iil s om n1 on. e ev1t n e nteres-il fio

the whole Dominion, the soonie- we fret down to the
principle which is virtually carried ont iii the Unitel
States. that a ni,1n h1.as to'Ie a r-esildent o:îf the state
anîd of the constituncy lie clains to represent., the
butter foir all parties. I think that a nmai coming
to this H1-ouvse shoulld at least be a resident of the

rovince in whici le lias lis constit.uency. How-
ever, I do not wish to go so fai at present, but we
should aisk at all events that the representatives of
the peoiple in this House or the senators in the other
Chamiber sitoulti lie re-sidents of this )omîinîioni. anduu
foi this) reason I hiave introdlucel the 1lie>ill liefore
the Hiiose.

.\otion aigreed i to, andutîl ill read tih secollgl time.

SECON REAI)IN;.

Bill (No. 45) to aiieinl the Doiinin Cointrovert-
edl E-lectioniis Át-1.Amvot.)

. C'OM1PU lS) RYV (Y'I N; .

Mr. ANIYOT noved.l the second iremiling of ill
(No. 53) to imake voting c ompulsorv.

Sir JOHN T HO1PSON. Will the ion. mîem-
lier explain'?

Mir. AMYO'I'. h'le object of this mill is to
enforce uîpon every elector the obligation of per-
formning the naterial aet of voting, at least to act
as if lhe were votinur. tihait is, le muînst, go t o the
poll and receive a ballot paper, teni go into the
pol.ling booth and liand his paper overu to the
deputy returning officer. Wlhein le is in the roonm
assigned for t-he puiiiose of depositing his ballot.
le may'vote as h likes, fo- whon le pleses. lie inay
spoil lis ballot paper, or doc whtat he pleases witl
it, he mla-y write dowin lis naie upon1 it. or may
imake ils many crosses ijion it as he likes. THe Dili
compels im to go there on lis Own resp)onsibility,
and heieves tue candidates or the friends of the
candidates, froum )ayiing laliy vehicle to tran.lporlt
him to the poli, or froi piaying for lis lday or
lmaf dav tiat he itay be off work to go to the

Spoll. I know titat in addrssing this hnoirade
House. coitmposed tof mîeibers who have gon1e

1 trl-ouih elections, I sh<all be easily understood.
e of the gri-eat caîuses of electoral coiuption is

foundii in the fact that. in spite ,f the aw against
i %, we lave to pay for transportig the electors to
ithe poll. I have seenit stated in the I-rs that,
tthis Bill would be ai infringemient upon the liberty
of the subject. This objection, at ti-st sight,
appear to lbe very serious, ll i m111y viw, aly
unnecessarv estraiit upon the liberty of the
Ssubliject "is blaieable.I Iut a moment's reflectio
will convince us that inearly afl our laws are
infriugentents up1oLi the liberty of the subject. If
we consler our muniiail laws relating to road
inispectors, the valuators oir the iassessors of -

perty, and ail themunicipal officers whoi the
Legislatuire forces to act. we will sec that the liberty
of the subject in infringed upon. If we considler
the reçstrictions oni trade and commuere in VIe mau-
facture of liqnoris, in the selling of tobacco, in the
imtpopition upon comiece of taxes in the shape.of
IlCustomns la.ws, ii fact on nealy every page of our
statutes, we wdhl see thit for the general welfare
private parties tre asked to give up a portion of
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