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4. The panel shall establish its rules of procedure, unless the
Commission has agreed otherwise . The procedures shall assure a right
to at least one hearing before the panel as well as the opportunity to
provide written submissions and rebuttal arguments . The proceedings
of the panel shall be confidential . Unless otherwise agreed by the
Parties, the panel shall base its decision on the arguments and
submissions of the Parties .

-5 . Unless the Parties otherwise agree, the panel shall, within three
months after its chairman is appointed, present to the Parties an initial
report containing findings of fact, its determination as to whether th e

is%oic is or ti-ould be incoisititent with the ub li Pa ti o~ns of th i s
A~,rcec~ivnt or cause nullification and imha irment in the scnsc oI*
Article 2011 . and its recommcndati o ns, if any, for resolution of th-
1-dispute . Where feasible, the panel sh all afford the Parties oppor'tunity
to comment on its preliminary findings of fact prior to completion of
its report. If requested by either Party at the time of establishment of
the panel, the panel shall also present findings as to the degree of
ad v erse trade effect on the other Pa rty of any measure found not to
conform with the obligations of the Agreement . Panelists may fu rn ish
separate opinions on matters not unanimously agreed .

6 . Within 14 days of issuance of the initial repo rt of the panel, a
Party disagreeing in whole or in pa rt shall present a written statement
of its objections and the reasons for those objections to the Commission
and the panel . In such an event, the panel on its own motion or at the
request of the Commission or either Party may request the views of
both Pa rties, reconsider its report , make any further examination that
it deems appropriate and issue a final repo rt, together with any
separate opinions, within 30 days of issuance of the initial repo rt .

7 . Unless the Commission agrees otherwise, the final report of the
panel shall be published along with any separate opinions, and any
written views that either Party desires to be published .

8. Upon receipt of the final report of the panel, the Commission
shall agree on the resolution of the dispute, which normally shall
conform with the recommendation of the panel . Whenever possible,
the resolution shall be non-implementation or removal of a measure
not conforming with this Agreement or causing nullification or
impairment in the sense of Article 20 .11 or, failing such a resolution,
compensation .


