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internal to the caasitry (e.9., ladour, empilal, energy, tames); and thase
that are largely intermational in ecope (€.3., exchange rates, tariffs).
Cowdian astal producers have mee miventages (n-doth the first two
eategorias MWt e in the third, except perhaps for ttm Csnade<l.S. dollar
excharge rate.

.

Take cxper, for exasple, despits wide veristiors fram one aine
to ancther, Camads had tradilionslly rerkes asongst the warld‘s lower cost
producers. However, Canadian capoer producers’ compst (tiveness slippea
sharply By 1982 largely o o currency resligwerts, dDut through
product ivily (mprovemerts has sudbaequently regained 8 position commensyrate
wilh the sversge cost of ronweocislist world producers. Canadisn copper
remsing eore cost cowpet itive than thet proouced in the U.S.A.

for othmr axtals both woridwide et with the U.S.A., Caneda is
very cost competilive for elumirum, nickel ord ureniua, ard generslly cost
compet itive for lead, finc, solyoderum, cnbslt, sagnesium, turgsten, gold,
silver, platirum et 8 veriety of sinor sstals. for iron ore where lrans-
portatinn costs are critical in (nternational trece, Caneds is genersily
competitive with U.S. producers dut aarginally canetxtxve with the world’s
largest exporters, Australia ordt Brazil.

Irdustrial Nirerelsx Most simersls in this group fall into twe
categories, sgromchemicals comsndities e construction materisls. They
terd to Do largm volume, low=unit velue einersls allhougn prices can rescn
$3000 & tsnne for some msbestos fibres e much higher for irdustriasi
diasonds. Tresrmportation costs heve & strong dDesrirg on aarkets,
particulerly for the construction materisals. Most processirg (gererally
grinding, eilling, refining, or shapirg) takes place et the aine or gquarTy
site. Altrough mme ),000 firms =mattered across Csrmda ere in the
lnsustrial sinersls business, incustry concantration is Nigh in a few
commodilies (e.g., wspestos, talc, cemert, calcite, gypmum, otasn, sal’,
silics ard sulphur) erd in othwrs there is only one 3r two prooucers
(e.q., magresity snd ~mobeline eyenite). For sadestas, the Quesec
qovertment —owned Socidté Mat ionele a» [‘\miante is one of the cominant
fires ard in potasn, the provincislly-owned Potasn Corporation of
Seskatchawen is the dominent [irm.

* Canada‘s stremgihs lie in the veriety, quslity and sOundance of -
reserves in reedily actessidble aress garerelly close o weter, rail a9
electrical ermrgy. As 8 group, industrial sinersis have Jemorstrated
relative staoility ext s constantly growing sscior of tre Canedian ainersl
inaustry.

Canecs {3 & recognized lescer srd internat ionslly comoetitive in
saversl {rdustrisl ainerals such s escestos, gotash, slorur, sd
ml’hliri syenite, for which most of our output is exported. Ye also
export gypsua, lime srgd cement, sail, sdium sulphate, talc and pyro-
phyliits. Canads dopends entirely on imports, largely from the U.5.A., for
ghasphate rock, wsolin, irduatrial diamards, periite, vermiculite arg
zeoliles.



