COMTION ON ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT
IN A TRANSBOUNDARY CONTEXT

The Parties to this Convention,

Aware of the interrelationship between economic activities and their
environmental consequences,

Affirming the need to ensure environmentally sound and sustainable
development,

Determined to enhance international co-operation in assessing
environmental impact in particular in a transboundary context,

Mindful of the need and importance to develop anticipatory policies and
of preventing, mitigating and monitoring significant adverse environmental
impact in general and more specifically in a transboundary context,

Recalling the relevant provisions of the Charter of the United Nations,
the Declaration of the Stockholm Conference on the Human Environment, the
Final Act of the Conference on Security and Co-operation in Europe (CSCE) and

Commending the ongoing activities of States to ensure that, through their
national legal and administrative Provisions and their national policies,
environmental impact assessment is carried out,

Conscious of the need to give explicit consideration to environmental
factors at an early stage in the decision-making process by applying
environmental impact assessment, at all appropriate administrative levels, as
a necessary tool to improve the quality of information presented to decision
makers so that environmentally sound decisions can be made paying careful
attention to minimizing significant adverse impact, particularly in a
transboundary context,

Mindful of the efforts of international organizations to promote the use
of environmental impact assessment both at the national and international
levels, and taking into account work on environmental impact assessment
carried out under the auspices of the United Nations Economic Commission for
Europe, in particular results achieved by the Seminar on Environmental Impact
Assessment (September 1987, Warsaw, Poland) as well as noting the Goals and
Principles on environmental impact assessment adopted by the Governing Council
of the United Nations Environment Programme, and the Ministerial Declaration
on Sustainable Development (May 1990, Bergen, Norway),



