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n ttawa, Ontario, high school
student Shawn Singh knows
from experience how difficult a
consensus canbeto achieve. Last
spring, he took part in the Na-

tional Student Commonwealth
Forum, a week-long event dur-
ing which students from
across Canada role-play ‘as
leaders of Commonwealth
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following areas:

"+ the protection and promo-
tion of the Commonwealth's fun-
damental polmcal values of de-.
mocracy, the rule of law, just,
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peace, disarmament and effec-

nations. They discuss issues
facing the Commonwealth,
and try to overcome obsta-
cles to agreement. “Consensus
was the big word,” he recalls.
“It’s a great goal, but it'shard to
achieve.”

The 120 participants attend
workshops and small discussion
groups during the week leading
up to the model heads of gov-
ernment meeting. They discuss
issues such as Canada’s role in

the Commonwealth, human

rights, the environment, AIDS
awareness, women’srights, and
economic development. Discus-
sions focus on both Canadian
and international issues.

Mr. Singh, 18, says it was a
really good experience. “I met a
lot of new people, and I've stayed
in touch with some of them.” He
learned about the country he
represented —Singapore —and
he enjoyed debating so much
that he decided he would be-
come a lawyer.

The forum, which has been
held every year since 1973, is
sponsored by the Ottawa branch
of the Royal Commonwealth So-
ciety. The goal of this interna-
tional non-governmental organi-
zationistosupportthe Common-
wealth. In Canada, there are about
2500 members and branches in
cities across the country.

The work of planning the fo-
rum is done by young people who
attended in previous years, and
one adult volunteer. Mr.Singh
and the other organizers are now
busy making sure this year’s fo-
rum is even better than last. «»




