
F. PRovTNciAÂL RRRolUcR pRACTICES

Costsasscited with the renioval of barriers arising from provincial resource practices are
similar to those involving regional developnient and industrial assistance prograins. Specifically,
provinces rnay be sensitive to an alleged loss of autonomy over their resource base and
downstrcam sector enhancement. Certainly, the National Energy Prograni (NEP) lias created a
rnood of caution and suspicion when governments meet to deal witli resource issues. Provincial
govcnrnent fiscal autonomny and rnanouverability is, Iikewise tlueatened, especially as flic tax bases
could be significantly reduccd in reglons characterized by resource harvesting, extraction and
processing. There will also be negative eniployment aspects. Signiflcant, however, will be the
large k>sscs on ande plants and infrastructure facilitica. The latter is characteaized by a high

perentgeof public fudnflanced long terni ito the future and is non taséble physical


