
provides for an elght-yearnon-renewableIor for
the prsdn of the Repulic, abcmrlcnrs
(to funçtlon from 1989) an an idpendent judliciay
and cetrlbank.

Population~.
0h11 Vs estimated population in 1985 was 12.3 million
witlh more th;rn 80 per cnt conceflrate<i In urban
areas. In the Latin American context hleas stand
out because of their ethnlcal and cultural homogo-
neity, A hfgh percentage of descendants of European

setes- Spanish, English, French,. Gerinan and Ita-
lien -who arrivd oier the aentuis togther with
mixer> Indian and Spanish stock fprr the basic
Ohileari population.

Language
The off icial language of Chile is Spernlsh. Many Ch!1-
lean business per8ons, hpwever, speak or underatand
Engllsh. Interpretatiojn andr tranlto services in
~Santiago are avallabla through varlous agen>1es and
in major hotels. The Canadien Embassy can also
direct you to competent interpretation and translation

Chile rdminantly Roman Catholc The Catholic
Church is influentil et all levels of society.Religious
free4dom, however, is guaranteed by the constitution.

Eduction
The bcademlc year begins in arly March and ends in

Janwary and February, therê is a two-week hoi ,yi

Sparnish to ail chlldren of scool age. $çihpol is com-
puisory through the elghth grade. The education sys-

temi iie nonrey idratn gh


