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our interests as a nation require us to be
there and because the ioss of a free
Europe would be a grave biow toi our
abiiity to maintain our democratic
freedoms here in Canada."

The resuits of a Gallup Canada, Inc.
poil released August 24, 1987 indicated
that a majority of Canadians (57%)
thought our troops shouid continue to
serve in Europe within the framework of
Canada's membership in NATO.
Less than haif that number (26%>
beiievedi the Government should bring
these troops back to Canada, whiie 16%
were not sure.'

Public support for NATO is even more
ciearly iiiustrated in a Decima Research
and Public Affairs International Poil,
where respondents were asked to
declare their views on NATO (and not
specificaiiy on the stationing of Canadian
troops in Europe>. In this poil, 83% of
Canadians believed vie should stay In
NATQ.2 When the question was
posed as a statemnent ("Canada should
withdraw from NATO") in a poi con-
ducted by Environics, the extent of
public support for NATO decllned to
66% <with il % advocating withdrawal),3

In a Gallup poil released January 25,
1988, it was ascertained that the recent
Intermediate-Range Nuclear Forces (INF>
agreement had the backing of 74% of
Canadîans.4 Canada had been
encouraging such a treaty for quite
some time, and ils signing was a vin-
dication of NATO's poiicy of combining
deterrence and dialogue, a policy which
Canada firmly supports.

1 Based on 1,040 personai, in-home interviews witti
adult, 18 years and over, conducted between
August 5-8, 1987. Accurate within a four
percentage point margin, 19 in 20 limes.

2 Based upon 1,500 interviews between September
12-18, 1987, Accurate wlthin a 2.6 percentage
point margin, 95 limes out of 100.

3 Environics Auturnn 1987 Focus Canada Report,
Based upon 2,014 itrviews belween October
1-18, 1987.

4 Based on 1,033 personal, in-home interviews with
aduits, 18 years and over, conduoted between
January 8-9, 1988. Acourate within a four per-
centage point margin, 19 in20 limes.

On a more generai level, in April 1987,
the Department of Externai Affairs com-
missioned the Longwoods Research
Group Ltd. to undertake a national
survey on a variety of topical foreign
policy issues. Respondents; were asked
to describe in their own words what
one issue facing the worid today
was of greatest personai concern to
them. While no one issue was men-
tioned by a majority of Canadians,
issues broadiy related to, war and peace
were the most wideiy cited, being men-
tioned by 46% of Canadians. This
included concerns reiated to the arms
race (16 %), nuclear war (Il2 %), wars in
generai (9%) and worid peace (9%). It
shouid be noted that this concern with
war and peace intensified from 36% of
respondents in 1 985.5

SConducted from Aprii 4-27, 1987 in a national
randomn sample of 1,.011 quaiified respondents
during in-home, personal interviews. Considered
accurate wlthin 3.1 percentage, points, 95 out of
100 limes.

The poil also idientified il specific
issues for which it wanted measure-
ments of Canadians' overal attitudes,
with a view to determining opinion on
what Canadian policy priorities shouid
be. 0f ail issues, international peace was
rated first, with -54% of Canadians
according tl "a great deai of concern."
Arms contrai ranked fourth at 44%.

These findings appear to be consistent
with the priority which the current
Government attaches to arms control
and disarmament. Indeed, on October 31,
1985, Prime Minîster Mulroney stated to
the Consultative Group on Arms Controi
and Disarmament Affairs that: "Canada
would work reientiessly to reduce
tensions, to aileviate confliet, and
to create the conditions for a generai
and lasting peace. The exercise of
politicai wii is nowhere more important
than on this issue, on whose outcome
the lives of our chiidren and of humanity
depend." CI

Bilateral Arms Control and Disarmament
Consultations Since 1987

In accordance with the arms control and disarmament objectives of the Canadian
Government as outiined in Prime Minister Mulroney's address to the Consultative
Group on Arms Control and Dîsarmament Affairs on October 31, 1985, Canada
conducts anniuai and ad hoc consultations with a variety of nations at the senior
officiais level. The folîowing is a iist of recent consultations:

DATE

January 15-16, 1987
February 9, 1987
March 5-6, 1987
August 31 - September 1, 1987
September 17-18, 1987
October 20, 1987
January 11, 1988
March 17-18, 1988
March 21-22, 1988
March 23, 1988
April 11, 1988
April 13, 1988
April 18, 1988

COUNTRY

France
German Demnocratlc Repubiic
Union of Soviet Sociaiist Repubiics
Peopie's Repubîic of China
Australia
Czechosiovakia
Japan
Union of Soviet Socialist Republics
United Kingdom
Federai Republic of Germnany
Spain
Portugal
New Zeaiand

LOCATION

Ottawa
East Berlin
Ottawa
Ottawa
Ottawa
Ottawa
Ottawa
Moscow
London
Bonn
Madrid
Lisbon
Ottawa


