
The World Meteorological Organiza-
tion is one of il Specialized Agen-
cies Iinked with the United Nations
through special agreements with the
Economic and Social Council.

istory
WVeather and climate move across
the earth's sur-face without regard for
national bounda ries, thereby cre-
ating similar problems aIl over the
world. Realizing that large-scale in-
ternational co-operation was neces-
sary to solve these problems, the na-
tions of the world have made a
com mon effort to apply the available
knowledge of the weather and its
evolution to the main activities of
man. Canada, occupying as it does a
considerable portion of the northemn
hemisphere, including a large part of
the meteorologically-vital Ar>ctic, be-
came one of the earliest participants
in this international exchange cf
weather data.

From 1853 on, efforts were made
to draw up a program of meteoro-
logical observations over the oceans,
based on the collaboration of the
ships of most of the maritime coun-
tries. The Firat International Meteoro-
logical Congrees, held in Vienna in
1873, marked the beginning of
organized international co-operation
in meteorology. In 1878, the Interna-
tional Meteorological Organization,
composed of directors of national
meteorological services, was created

du ring an international conference et
Utrecht in the Netherlands. The Me-
teorological Service of Canada, es-
tablished in 1839, was not represent-
ed at this meeting, but the head of
the Canadian Meteorological Serv-
ice, C. Carpmael, sent a full report of
the state of the Canadian service to
the second meeting of the Interna-
tional Committee, held et Copen-
hagen in 1882.

Du ring the present century, the
development of transport and com-
munications (sea- and air-naviga-
tion, radioteiegraphy and, more re-
oently, meteorological and
communications satellites) and the
increased reouirements of modemn


