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e During this perlod, the Commilssion had been
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; &-~£Ll§mgn§ active In encourazing the parties to resume negotia-
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- parties might be renewed.

tions and for this purpose the Commissioners were in
frequent touch with the Prime Minister, Prince Soupha-
nouvong and other Laotian leaders, In particular,
the Commission offered its good offices, both by
direct correspondence ap mentioned in Chapter II and
Informal discussion, to 10lp the parties overcome
various difficultiaes in thelr political and military
negotiations,

8. On August 19 the Political Dalegation of the
Fighting Units of the Pathet Lao, under the leadership
of Mr, Phouni Vongvichit, sent a lotter to the Prime
Minister with a copy to the Commission (Annexure 13)
requesting the Government to appoint a nagotiating

delegation so that the direct discussions between the
The letter stated that the

delegation of the Fighting Units of the Pathet Lao
was ready to resume nepotiations at any time. On
September 16 a preparatory meeting between the dele-
gations was held and negotiations were resumed on

Septembér Bs It was soon evident that there was

an atmosphere of mutual understanding and a spirit
of ccmpromise existing between the parties, and that

substantial progress was being made by both the Joint

Political and Military Committees, Representatives

of the National Assembly attended the negotiatlons
23 observers and there sppeared to be broad popular
interest in and support for the discussions.

2. Agreenent on o draft Bill guaronteeing the
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civil rizhts of former members of the Fighting Tnits

of the Pathet Lao and theilr sympathlzers was reached

by the Joint Political Committee, and the necessary
e



