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r'4 7. DurIng thin porl.od, the Commission bad bc2ii
but
Setîene~ active in encoura'lXng the parties to rsuT)' ngotia-

tions and fr this purpose the Cozmiîssîonprs woe In

frequent touch wit.h the Prime Ministor3 Prince Soupha.

nouvong and other t>Aotian leaders, In particular,

the Comumissi.on off ered its good offices, both by

direct correspondence an mentioned in Cýiapter Il and

informal discussion, to ýip thie parties overcome

Varlous di.f1icultias in their political afld milItai'y

120gotlations.,

86 On August 1.9 the Poiltical Delegation of the

%- =a- igliting Units of the Pathet Lao, under the leadership

O0f Mr,. Phoumi Vongvichit, sent a letter'to the Primo

M'inister with à copy to, the Commission (Annexure 13)

request1n- the Goverruient to appoint a nagotiatirig

delegation so, that the direct discussions between the

Parties îuight be renewed, The letter stated thot the

del1egation of the Flghting Units of the Pathet Lao

was ready to resuine negotiatiola at anY tirnes On

September 16 a preparatory meeting betweefl the del.e-

gations vas held and negotiations were resuined on

September 25. it was soon evident that there was

en atmosphere of mutual understandilg and a spirit

of compromise excisting between the parties, and thât

substentia. progress was being made by both the J'oiunt

Polit-ical gnd Milîtary Committees. Represeritatives

of the N49tional 'Assembly attended the negfotiations

a.S observers and~ there appeared to be broad popular

>interest I.n and support for the discussions*

9. Ag'ree.iett on a. draft Bill guarrnteeifl- the

Civil 'richts, of former mombers of the Fightil T.TnitUs

Of the Pathet -7-ao and their synpathi7z2rs was roachiod

by the Joint Political Cornrittee, and the necessary


