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The coîning of the robin is to us, as the coming
o>f the blue-bird is to the people of New England, a
larl)ilger -of spring. The bluebird, (Siala sialis), is
decicdNlv tncommion here. It is not our blue jay,
(Cvýalo'tta cristata), a comnion resident familiar to
ail, but is considerably snialler, being in size between
a robin and English sparrow. The upper parts are
of a beautiful unmixed blue, and the breast cinna-
mon brown. On observing a smiall fiock which hias

l)asse(l throughi this locality' the last twa years, an its
way south, it bias been with a feeling of regret that
it was tiot more commnon here. But without the blue-
bird we are. well favored. The robin is too well
known to need any description. Another bird arriv-
ing at about the saine tinie is the rusty blackbird,
(Scolcqphagus carolinus). It is slightly smaller
than thé robin. The color of the male is a'glossy
blue-black throughout; the female black -but duller.
lu the fall the feathers of both are tipped with rusty
brown. Hence the name rusty blackbird. The only
commnon bird which would be mistaken for the rusty
blackbird.is the bronzed grackle'or crow blackbird;
but this bird is larger than the robin, and as the
rusty blackbird is smallerthis should distinguish
them. Besides the bronzed grackle is much less comn-
mon here.

Doubtless ail are familiar with the choruses heard
f rom the tops of the trees every fine spring morning.
This "tweet, tweet, tweet,"' running off into, the
warbles and whistles which constitute the short sang,
is uttered by the song sparrow (Melospiza fasciata),
a bird about the size of the English sparrow, but
perhaps a little slighter. There are morpings dur-
ing the last of March, and through April and May,
when every tree in sanie neighborhoods,-holds its
songster, and the air-seems full ta, overflowing with
tIe music. There is another chorus at evening, and
occasionally saineindividual mare joyans if possible
than his fellows, Will break forth in the dead of the
iniglht. As for colour, the sang sparrow is brown,
strcakcd with black above, and light gray or:white,
lieavilv streaked with dark brown on the under parts.
Thcesc dark streaks are thicker near the middle of
thie -breast.

The chipping sparr ow, (Spizcila socialis)., some-
wh,1at silaller, also hias a streaky brown back, 'but the
top of the hiead (in spring) is of an unmnixed chest-
liut browii color, and the breast a puîre unspotted
Zgrý1V. Th'le -chip)ly' also lias a light streak passing

j ust over or above the eye, which helps ini its identi-
fication.

Another comnion sparrow, and one most easily
ideîîtified is the slate-colored j unco, (Junco hyemal-

isor "graybird" as it is more often called. It is

about the size of/~the Englisb sparrow. The upper

parts -are of a soVid slaty gray, the gray extending
down to the-middle of the breast, where it so abrupt-

ly changes into the white of the under parts as to

niake a distinct line across the breast. In sharp

contrast to the general dark gray appearance
is the light flesh-colored bill, and also the.
pure white outer tail feathers which are easily seen

when the bird spreads its tail in flight. The sang, if

such it can be called, is a simple, prolonged, but

sweet trili. Generally it is, our more sober-feathered
birds that are the most gifted sangsters. The purpie

finch (Car podacus pur pureus) is one of the excep-
tions. The naine purpie finch is misapplied, as will
be see..î f rom the description. Wings and tail brown-
ish; telly, white. Ail the other parts, head, breast,
back, and rump, washed with rosy-red. The red is

particularly bright on the head, ruimp and breast.
The female hias no red in lier plumage and closely
resembles the f emale English sparraw; but hier

breast is much more streaked and lier tail decidedly
notched; that is, the middle feathers are shorter,
giving the appearance of a V-sbaped cut in the end

of the tail. The song of th e purpie fincli is worth
going far to, hear, but it is flot necessary ta go aut-
side the limits of the towns, as this bird favars orna-
mental trees.

In speaking of song, one is remninded of the ruby-
crowned kinglet (Regulus calendula). In no ather
bird of my acquaintance are the size of the bird and
the volume of the sang sa out of proportion. In size
it is littie larger than the humming bird, ..and in its
olive green coat would rarely be noticed if it did flot
possess a sang loud and long enough for a bird the
size of a robin. It gets its name fram a bright red
spot in the crown af the maIe. It is a dweller of the
woods, favoring swanipy places.

[The, following additional notes of birds seen
about St. John may be of interest: The bluebird was
cammon at Rothesay in late March. The fox-spar-
row, a little larger than the song-sparrow, with tail,
spots on the breast and margin of wings rufaus-
colored, îs abundant. The red polled linnet is given
on the authority of Mr. J. W. Banks as arriving here
in great flocks on Easter Sunday.-E-DTOR.]


