
CHANCELLOR BUR\VASI-I'S LECTURE.

The second lecture in the series of wcekly lectures was
delîvered Iast Saturday afternoon, whcn Chancellor i3ur-
Watsh discusseti the IlMoral and< Religions Spirit of thie
Greek Drama." The lecturer deait with lus subject in an
able mianner and showcd with great clearness the simiilar-
lty in the outbursts of the I-Iebre\vs anti Grt•cks at partic-
tIlar periods.

Dr. Burwash began his lecture by drawving attentionl to
the fact that the Greeks h'ad no religions books. The fact
that knowledge was nlot limited to religions teachers gfave
It therefore a wider and a freer range. Horner and Hesiod
W1ere the first writers of Greece. In J-omer the key-note
1s his martial spirit. If relioious cerernonies of any kind
are lntroduced they simply aid in the business af war and
bY themnselves are of no importance. In Hesiod lus
theogony is one of pure speculative curiosity.

The great changes of the year were times of religions
festivals with the Greeks. Spriug- and autumui werc celc
brated with afferings to the varionus Gocîs, of wliomi the
Principal was Bacchus. At these periods the Greek spirit
ShOwed itself in dramatic form ;and since the drama bolds
IIP the mirror ta hurnan thought, we shall, by studYing it,8ee the heart of the Greek in ail its aspects. The Grock
tirarna was in its origin religions, being performied at the
great religions festivals, wlien but a single performance
W'as given. There were txvo elemients in the Grock drama,
the actors and the choruses. The actors announced the
text of the play and playcd also a proplietic part ;the
ChOruses on the other hand xvere the exhorters and the
Illoralists. They commiented upon the texts of the actars.
A"bout B.C 500 the Greek drama was at its liciglit so that
the best period to consider extends fromn about the fifth ta
teseventh cent nry.
The first dramnatist ini the period is Aeschylus. J-is

ý'as an age of heroistu and bravery, and age xvhich saw
rarathon and Platoe andi this spirit was consequently
refieced in bis dramas. T'he principal idea of IlPromie-
kir,~ is heroic endurance sustained by the wvork of
th dlY love. This was a time in which the advanced

Ogtof the world was struggling against suFfering, and
1,Isah idea is seen ii job andi in the 5 3 rd chap. of

À I the trilogy of Aesychlus, which is carnposed of
* 9allemnon, Orestes andi the Enménïdes we sec retributive
~ItiCe giving hier decree. The sins of the father are visited
i Pl" the chiltiren. The manner of atoning for the sin is
r'Portant; this is accomplished by Minerva and the

Illies together receiving the sacr'ifice, and the Furiesbcoflne the Eumenides. This same udea breaks forthÏ11011 the Hebrews when job exclairns: "Mercy andr1Ith are met togetiier."y

The next dramatist, Sophocles, shows a miilder tone i
1delineation of destiny. In hirn appear the moral spirit

ýhfilial lave, constancy, conscient îausness and virtue.
8 ereligions duty of Antigone antd the rendiug of con-

Cof iEdipus shew feelings of a deep religions order.
fate ilarity between the following May \vretcbied

les O'ertake bimi who does not respect justice," of Sophio-
a nithe words of Solomon : "IA haugbity spirit beforeç~a, roves ta us again that the bigbiest thonght of bath
resandi Hebrews was advancing at a similar rate. In

Du i u atColnnu " t i th sptles Furies, whc
Ou~t the soarifi" ii the spaeofte Fugrer, who

te8Isthe value placed on the spirit of love and inno-
gr 4ce by the Greeks. Again in the "Antigone" we see the
tri 'd G reek ideal of noble womanhiood ; hier uîuflinching
btltancy to religious duty, andtiber great love for lier

'ltber are bathl gooti traits.
th.A~fter Sophocles there came a change in the spirit of
the Greeks. A spirit of philosophical criticism broke up
ý exl sting order without establishing a niew one. The
!4ees hati fot enough deptbi ta keep ont the sophistry of
%e tOcs anti Epicureans, but that the change wvas slow
k 'sellil the fact that Euripides was flot at first popular.

1'he Gotis xvere still loveti, b)nt the increase of wcaltlî
hastîetid the declirie.

Ihat the people xvcrc content to lîcar their ancicîut
beliefs cliaracterizeti as "du tihll fables of yonr bards,''
clcarly shows ils the state of mnorality. I"rom the fiftlu to
the sevcntli centuiry hati buen a perioti of profouni religions
relief, huit lifter tluat tliere caine t1ii s decliiîc. Two causes
, ai(-ee it the wealtu which protincet luxnry aind broke np
the home life, anti thie inlicrent weakîuess of a nattiral
religi,,on of inorals. Religions faith biiilt oîu falscliood is
superstition andi therefore the systcm could not last.

In conclnsion the lecturer drew attention ta the fact
that the sy stein of the Greeks faileti in failiiîg ta, acconnit
for the presence of evii.

REPORT FROM THE W. R. 

The \Voinen's Resitience Committee beg ta report as
follows:

'IlTi ladies who biad causenteti ta formn a Coininittee tamr
the 'purpase of raisirug fuîutis for a resitieîce for womiuc
stutients, heldti teir first meeting on Saturtiay, Jannary
21St, 18',3, in the Ladies Reading Room, at ia o'clociç
a. ni.

Miss Lye, President of the Womcen's Literary Society,
accupicti thechair.

A Lrief statenment of the circuîîîstauccs wlîicli led ta the
calling of the Coîninittee w'as giveii, and ftie motion> reatl
ou the condiitions of which i t was forniet.

The following officers wcrc elected : Cliairman, Mrs.
jas. Landau Treasurer, Mrs. J. M. I3aldwin Secretary,
Charlotte Ross.

It was decitiet that the Coînmittc shoniti be enlargeti
at the next ineeting andt measures taken ta exteîîd the
iuterest in the scherne.

The Committee met again \cti. Fcb. isi, at 4 o'clock
P. mi, Mrs. Loution in the chair.

After the readincr of the minutes, Mrs. Lontian
advisled thea meeting and stateti thuat slic cansidereti it

adviabl tht th Comitee soul bcre-organized o a
differeut basis, and that for that purpose a gencral meeting
should be calleti, special invitatians ta whicbi shoulti be
sent to certain ladies enumerated and a general invitation
extentict througlu the daily papers ta ail wlîo xvere iii-
teresteti, this ineeting ta, choase a Noiuîinating Conumiiittee.

The question bcing asked whether the saine result iglit
nat be attained by enlarging the present Caînmiiittcc, anud
holding a gencral meetinig, if desirable, at its caîl, Nvithout
a complete re-arganizatian, it was respouieti tluat grcatel
interest woulti probably be araused if the nuaveint wcrc
placeti on a tiiffemWnt basis, that is, ta, invite ta the lionor
of iii augurating anti controlling the nveument, thase whia
cao best secure its success, namcely the Ladies of Toronto.

It was then stated on behiaîf of the Literary Society,
that in fornîing the prescrit crgau ization, the Society bail
acted thîraughaout with the concurrence of the(Presiint andi
thc Chancellor of the Unîiversity, but if the Commiiittc
deemned a new arganizatialu botter calculateti ta attain the
cuti in view, no difficulties would be offereti by the Literary
Society.

On a suggestion that a nmotion for the dissolution af the
presenit Commnittee be brouglît in, it was maveti by Mrs.
B3aldiwin, secanded by Mrs. Balmer anti carrieti, that this
Comnmittee be dissolveti andi the Ladies present go into
conference cancerning the stops ta bc talion.

The Wamen's Literary Society have thus no furtber
responsibility in the miatter.

\Ve consider that the Women students hiave reason ta
be gratificil at the iîuterest shown by the Ladies connected
withi the faculty, anti that it woulti be in the intercsts of a
schieme, wluiclu this Society bas much at hecart, if the mien-
bers w oulti continue as idividuals, ta use their efforts for
its promotion, althomigl, as a botdy, it bas passeti froni their
bands. AIl of which wve rcspectfully snbinit.

CHARLOTTE Ross, Sec rea


