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example of Tabletalk at its best. The
faithful Boswell was present, and did
lier best to catchi the main ideas, but
alas! bringing suicl a Talk to the
realmn of Printers' Iîik is like carryingý
a snowflake into a warm room,-the
delicate crystallization is more or less
extinguishied in amorpbous darkness.

After an introductory rernark on
the tenierity of a îîîere man" ventur-
ing to address the Levana on sucb a
subject, lie spoke of coliege life, and
wbat it ougbt to mnean to eacb. It
surely ouigbt to incrcasc aur resources
iii evcry wvay, and especially in this
ane line of conversation. Social life
is flot a matter of occasional occur-
rence, but is contintious, and onle's in-
fluence is inconceivably greater in al-
mnost every case tbrougli tic mediumi
of conversation than throtigh that of
writing. The ocasional great man
writes, but the nmillions talk, and on
tiiis airv foundation is built the struc-
ture of society, in its narrower sense at
least. To be sure, wbere conversa-
tional pýower laniguishes, those wbo
entertain are forccd ta adopt such _ex-
pedients as carcis or dancing, whichi
,ire really rather miechanical clevices
fo)r caovcring deficiencies in this line.
On the other hand, you can't simiply
invite people ýta plcase corne ancl
talk" on such and such an evening.
It woulcl freeze the very tonigues ini
their heads. And Sa you adopt the
expeclient of giving a dinner orý a
"Smoke,"* and the conversafian, the
real abject of the mneeting-together,
takes ca're of itself.

The particular bête-noir of the
practised entertainer is the Bore, the
anc who monopolises the convvsa-
tion with bis littie streami of ýtalk
circliing round one big capital J.

*Did the sacred halls of Lcvana hear that wor(l? EoD.

propos conies the story of Sir Peyn-
ton Knigbtly, who was so fond of
talking about bis distinguished line of
ancestry, that a paiiied listener, Sir
Williamî Harcourt, remarked to a
friend near by that hie remindcd hini
of tbe aid hymui:

-Nigbtly ta the listening earth
l5 roclaims the stary of bis birth."
It lias always been characteristic of

petiads of the greatest intellectual ac-
tivity that the art af conversation bas
then flouirisbed luxuriantiy. In the
Athenls of f>ericies, ini Elizabethan
Engiand, in the farnous salons of re-
volutionary Paris, Conversation was
a delicate and bighly-prized art. And
thauigh the mionologues of such men
as Johnson and Macauley had their
own value, stili tlic finest anci l)st cou-
versation is aiways reciprocal, and
avoids being. either bookisb on the
anc liani( or tao gassipy on the other.

The speaker then touched on the
(lifferelice between wit and limor.
How the formier is the spice of con-
versation, and as such ta be tised wjth
a sparing biand, the latter more like
the milder scasoning of sait, making
conversation at once more palatable
and more wbolesomne.

Finally, ta bring the niatter clown
to auir own day and place, the subject
of isolation iii an tincongenial con'-
niuinity was spaken of. Many a girl ini
a country village of Ontario or ini tue
pliainis of the far west, knows what
tbat nîcans. Wiien shie atteuîîpts ta
speak of anythinig beyond the cr0135

aîîd the weatlîcr, the peopie'stare or
think she is 'putting on airs." 171o-
ever, tliere' is aiways sanie comniof
grouind of interest, and it is lie r part
ta fincl that friendly tcrritory and ta
act tue part of uiissionary in exteid-
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