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high scbool ppi and the university graduate will flot farm. 1:
we cannot have farmers versed in Latin, dancing, and French
let us have them without. It is surely cheaper and bettei
for the country in everv way to keep our fa-rmers' sons ai
home than to replenisbi the vacated homesteads with immî
grants from Europe at the cost of $100 a head, and is it aftei
ail more elevating or more ennobling to tel in a dusty ]av~
office waiting for clients than to plough in the open field'
As a remedy for the present condition of tbings, if it is not
too late to go back upon our tracks, we- would suggest that
any amendments of the system sbould be in the direction oi
extending and perfecting the pliblic schools, and making al]
higher education more nearly self-maintaîning with a liberal
system of scholarships to provide f ree ed ucation to those vill
rise above the average level.

It is devoutly to be hoped that the question may receive
the fullest discussion from every point of view in the pages
of TUEF WEEK. It is undoubtedly the most important Pro-
vincial question of the day EINEs',j, HEX',Io-N.

Un î~1t Condu(itions of \Vom1eil', Woi'k
iii iFactoi'ies.

M OS»'T of us have heard of the fabled Minotaur of Crete,
±Lwhich yearly demianded seven youths and mnaidens to

'levour,-a mytb wbich doubtless hiad its origin in some
authentic development of old-world tyranny. But the exac-
tions ofl the Pagani MNinotaur,-whoever, or wbatever, lie mnay
have been, -were moderate corrnpared with those of a so-
called Christian society. This will flot seem. too strong to
those who know anything of the dark statistics of vice. But
neither is it too strong language to apply to the exactions of
industrial enterprise even in our own Canada. Therc has,
no doubt, been much improvement in this direction, since
Mrs. Browning uttered hier passionate plea in "lThe Cry of
the Cbildren,"-a crv whicb vie would fain think in no re-.spect applicable to thlis new and happy land. Yet, evenl
amiong our free-born Canadian people, it is true that

Stili, ail day, the iron wheels go onward,
(irinding tife clown from its mnark

And the ehildIrcn's souls, whieh God is calling sunward,
8pin on, lifdly, il) the dlark!

Possibly there are some wbo will regard this as merely
poetical exaggeration. Let us gee, then, wbat is said, in
sobpr prose, in the officiai Report of the Royal Commission
on the Relations of Labour and Capital, which wa4 printed
somne years ago at the expense of the Canadian people, and
whicb it is only right that the Canadian people sbould turn
to some account. The evidence taken before this Commis-
sion,-as some will doubtless remeinber,-brought to lighit
a startling déegree of petty tyranny over women and children
more especially, of whicb there had previously been littie
suspicion. H ere are some of the deliberate statements em-
bodied in the condensed Report:

"4It has also to be pointed out that, in acquiring the
industries at one bound, we have also become possessed, just
as quickly, of the evils which accompany the factory system,and which. in other ]ands, were creatures of a graduai
growth. These evils bave engaged the serious and special
attention of tbe legisiators of the mother land for genera-
tions. Th'ey sprang from the desire to acquire vast fortunes
in the shortest possible time, regardless of tbe suifering
whicb migbit be çaused to the individual, or the bad eifects
on the State. There seems to be no idea of any obligation
existing between the employer and bis operatives, any more
than the mere payment of wages. To obeain a very large

qeentg / ;coîrlv w.ith tMe smnallest possible outlay o! ?cagesq
appears to he the one fixed and dominant idea. There is no
bond of syinpatby existing between tbe capitalist of the large
mili and bis emnployees, sucb as prevailed when smaller works
were the rule, and anl intimate personal acquaintance existed
between the employer and tbe workman.

"To arrive at the greatest possible results for the smallest
expenditure, the milîs and factories are filled with women
and cbildren, to the practical exclusion of adult males. The
reason for this is obvious. 1Females and childe may b,
counted ul)oib to iork for small wages, Io qublnit Io p)etty aivi
exa8pprating exractions, and Io work uýncomlplaningly for long
hours. These are the inducements to employ this class of
.labour, and why it is being utilized so largely. So long as

f one employer is permitted to f111 up bis factory witb this
jcheap labour, without any restrictions, tbe others are cOnUR
>1pelled to do likewise, or suifer the consequences of beinlg Unl
5dersold in the general market."

- Tbe Report tben goes on to refer to some of the evidenice
.taken in the city af Montreal, wben it was already PrVI'
7tbat, in one factory, appr)îeîtiies wvere 1*mprisoued in a I

kole " b'hoi-s ai a tiîne. Occasionally, the incarcérationl
Jwould stretcb beyond the working hours, and a spécia isi

would be made to tbe factory to release'the poor ltte.ai
lows. Furtber reference is made to an admîttedly systemati
terrorism, and to the induiction of corporal ichastisemnelt &t
the will of the overseer, -or master, -f rom which everi YOU 9g
women were flot always exempt. Tbe Report rightly ley8
tbat, so long as sucb things are permitted or permissible,
"Canada bas no riglit to class herself amonýg the iiie

nations of the eart."he
theelte bssae steRpr r saysy rth

excrescences which grov out of a vicious systein, thalfi
i-for wbich, however, the system is, to a certain exteflu

responsible But its ordinary fruits are bad enoughg wbefl
we consider the fact stated above tbat it is on the' "eakest
and mo.steles workers,-the women and childrefl,- th&t
the hicaviest burden rests -the burden of the lonciest lueurs,
the smallest pay, the barsbest and most unreasounable exac-
tions-sîmply because they are the most, belpless and unIcOIî'
plaining. It is the textile factories, hosiery and cottofl
milis, in which women-or rather girls ani childre, -cou"
pose tbe great body of the employed,-tbat keep the haldýS at
work fromn balf-past six a.m. tilt half-past six pliL at wages
averaging f rom two to four dollars a week -a scale of heurs
and wages to xvhich few znein would be found willing 0
mnit. In the dark, often stormy mornings of our severe iO
ters, these poor girls bave to plod, often foi' long distac
through the frequently unibroken snow, witb no time for a
sufficient breakfast, often with scanty clotbing,-al thl

in te majority of cases, have to stýand or 0)1alll
at their work 1 The fact tbat tbis rate of eleven hou"5 Ont

fiedays is accepted by the a for day saeofsuiile
the Saturday half-holiday does flot make the inj urieus e'
fect mucb less, and surely, in ordinary lîumanity, the Ste'
day half-holidlay should be grante<l witbout being ,, dearY
purchased by an exhausting systemi of hours wbicli comP
tent medical testimony, as well as comimon sensé, pronul es

most ifluriols,-especially tb te young and growitig "who compose tîme maJority of the workers. Wben we takinto consideration the fact that many of these girls, 5.ODm
times unlawfully adnîitted before the permitted age Of four-
teen, flot infrequently th rougb bard necessity, 'emalintic
work more or less steadily tilt twenty or even longer, it "n
won(ler that physicians should tell us, as they do, cthat these
bear with tbem tbrough aIl tbeir future lives teinjurOU

conseéquences of such logcniudandi severe toil, in eli
feebled constitutions, or in painful and often incural i

ments. As for the children, as we may still call theff,-

enter under age,-it is painful to see the dulI sallOW fa'ces
andi stunted figures of the more delicate victinis. And let It
be remembered that when the milîs are î'unning Over«tî'r)
wbich is permitted up to a certain limit, tbey soffet'îmei
keep up work tilt aine p.m., wvitb a short recess, for refrelh'
ment about six, anti that the evidence taken "befujre tue
Royal Commission sbowed "lmany children of tender age,
some (Y thern noi more than nine year ", were em ley ')
cotton, glass, tobacco and cigar factories, andi in othet' pl.aC'f
-tmere being apparently no factory législation outsïd er
Ontario andi Quebec, and the Quebec factory laws heinigve'
inefficiently enforced. Is flot Mrs. Browning's picture, thefi,
applicable to Canada?

For oh, say the children, w e are weary,
And we eannot run or leap;

If we cared for any nmeaclows, it were uflerelY
To drop down ini themn-and sleep!" o usdaY

For detailed accounts of a tlourishing cropof 5 bdîY
oppressions and exactions, the reader who desires to redl
informeti as to tbe conditions of labour in Canada, is refer
to tecnesdRpranthvoueofevidenice acon
panying it, wbvre ample information andi mtich food for
tbought will be found. As to the tyrannical practice o
fi ning operatives-too common in these factories,- t Ul's
suffice to quote a passage or two f rom this authorized Report :
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